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USA Triathlon Class X Nominations for Hall of Fame 

 
PROS/ELITES
 
RYAN BOLTON
As a professional triathlete, Ryan competed in the sports Olympics debut, finishing 25th overall at the 2000 Summer Games in Sydney, won Ironman Lake Placid (Ironman USA) in 2002, has been on numerous national and world championship teams, and has been a top placer a many professional Olympic, Half Ironman, and Ironman races around the world. As a coach, Ryan trains top elite and age group multi-sport athletes from around the globe, including perennial top Kona finishers Ben Hoffman and Heather Jackson as well as long course's biggest new star, Sam Long. He is also the founder of Bolton Endurance Sports Training (B.E.S.T.), which is a coaching group with USAT certified coaches from around the country. In addition to B.E.S.T., Ryan is also the founder, director and head coach of The Harambee Project, an elite running group with that includes some of the top distance runners in the World, including the 2015 Boston Marathon Champion, Caroline Rotich. Ryan also works with the USAT High Performance program, acting as the Performance Adviser and has been a key contributor to the recent success at the Tokyo Olympic Games.

RAY BROWNING 
Six-time IRONMAN Canada champion. Finished in the top 10 four times at the IRONMAN World Championship in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. Served on several USA Triathlon committees over the years. Served as an instructor at training camps organized by Dave Scott and others, putting to use his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Colorado State, M.S. in Kinesiology from UCLA and Ph.D. in Integrative Physiology from the University of Colorado. Author, teacher, top age-group swimmer. 

LAURA BENNETT
Laura was:
Multiple Olympian (2008 - 4th, 2012 (Team Captain of Olympic Team) 2004 1st alternate, 2000 2nd alternate) 
4 x ITU World Championship Medalist( (2003(silver),2004,2005, 2007(bronze))
2nd  ITU World Series (2003) 
3 x USAT Elite National Champion (2003,2010,2011)
2003 USOC Triathlete of the Year
3 x USAT Olympic/ITU Triathlete of the Year (2006.2007,2008)
2007 Triathlete of the Year - Triathlete Magazine (after placing 3rd at ITU World Championships, 4 podiums out of 6 starts, and winning the prestigious and highly coveted Hyvee Triathlon)
Hy-Vee WC Champion, Des Moines, IA ’07
USA Triathlon Junior Triathlete of the Year (2nd World Championships) (1999)
1st debut 70.3 Augusta, Georgia (2009)
5th place 70.3 World Championships (2009)
2nd at debut Ironman  Boulder Colorado (2014)
 From 2000 on, all of these achievements were made whilst also supporting and coaching her husband Greg Bennett to his successes.  This duo came together in 2000, and coached themselves to two World Series Titles, 3 Olympic Games, Multiple National Titles, Multiple wins and podium finishes on the ITU, US Non drafting, 70.3 and IM distances, and the largest prize purse wins on the circuit. 
 
COLLEEN CANNON 
Top professional triathlete in the 1980s, winning the Nice World Championship in 1984 and earning the top finish at Tri-Fed Nationals (in Wilkes Barre) and USTS Nationals (in Hilton Head) in 1988. 1989 Champion of the Coke Grand Prix. Passion for triathlon led to the creation of Women’s Quest in 1991 and has hosted more than 300 retreats touching the lives of thousands of women through education on healthy body image, nutrition and fun, active lifestyles. Prior to triathlon was named MVP of her high school basketball team in Scottsboro, Alabama, and competed for the University of Alabama as a swimmer and a 800m and 1500m runner. 

JOANNA ZEIGER 
Has competed in more than 200 races in her 18-year career in triathlon. In 2000, she finished second at the triathlon Olympic trials, fourth at the Olympic Games when triathlon made its debut, fifth at the IRONMAN World Championship and also qualified for the Olympic Trials in the marathon. In 2008, at the age of 38, she won IRONMAN 70.3 Worlds in Clearwater, Florida. She also holds a bronze medal from  the 2001 ITU World Championships. An All-American swimmer, she holds a gold & two silver medals from the 1989 Maccabia Games, and qualified twice for the Olympic Trials in swimming: 1988 and 1992. Degrees include a B.A. in Psychology from Brown, M.S. in Genetic. Counseling from Northwestern and a PhD in Genetic Epidemiology from Johns Hopkins. Has been inducted into Brown University and Jewish Sports Halls of Fame. 
 
AGE GROUP – MEN
 
JON ADAMSON 
Three decades in the sport of triathlon. Has completed more than 250 races, with six age-group wins at USA Triathlon Age Group Nationals and one at the IRONMAN World Championship. Won IRONMAN 70.3 Worlds four times in the past seven years. USA Triathlon Grand Masters Triathlete of the Year in 2007 and 2012. Coach of age-group athletes since 1999, recently expanded to include junior elites. 
 
DON ARDELL 
Multisport athlete for 34 years. Don has been a member of Team USA on 22 occasions from 1993 to 2015.  
Don's triathlon debut was in 1983, which occurred when he was in Kansas City as the featured speaker at the dedication of a hospital-based wellness center. A national class master's runner who once (in high school) was a lifeguard and once (as a child) owned a bike, Don thought, "how hard can be be --sure, why not?" Though he finished nearly last, he had the sixth fastest 10K (34:25) and loved the experience and vowed to work on his swim and bike skills. A perennial All-American in triathlon, duathlon and aquathlon, in 2014 Don was ranked first in all three sports. He has won more than a dozen national championships and seven ITU world titles. Author of 16 popular books, thousands of articles, a celebrated speaker on multisports and creator of a REAL wellness® philosophy and lifestyle, Don was honored in 1992 as a "Healthy America Fitness Leader" by the President’s Council on Physical Fitness & Sports. He has also been given Lifetime Achievement Awards by the German and Japan Wellness Associations and both the National Wellness Institute and the Global Wellness Institute. His multisport experience led to successful designs for fast no-hands T2 transition running shoes, culminating in two U.S. patents in 2015. Don is a long-time member of the St. Petersburg Maddogs Triathlon Club. He is the co-author (with Jack Welber) of the popular 2020 book entitled, Not Dead Yet: World Triathlon Champions 75+ Offer Tips for Thriving & Flourishing in Later Life.
 
JIM BRUSKEWITZ 
Born in Bellingham, WA in 1952, Jim began competitive swimming at age 8 and swam as a D-1 athlete during college.  For many years post-college, he competed at USA Masters Swimming events.  On a dare, he participated in his first triathlon at age 35, and has been racing ever since.  At age 50, he was a finalist for USA Triathlon’s Triathlete of the Year and Masters Triathlete of the year.  He has been married for 35 years and has two grown children. Certified as a USA Triathlon Level 1 Coach, Jim founded Endurance Performance, Ltd. In 1992 and has successfully trained numerous triathletes, cyclists, and runners.  In addition to his coaching business, Jim began a water running rehab program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, has led swim stroke clinics, performed blood lactate/heart rate testing for University teams and the general triathlon population, and coached a Masters swim team.  With a fellow triathlete, Jim founded and ran the Wisconsin Triterium for 7 years.  ATHLETIC Accomplishments: 2 time World Triathlon Age-Group Champion, 10 time Triathlon National Age Group Champion, 2 time Duathlon National Age Group Champion, Second Place Age Group Ironman World Championships-Kona, 10 World Championship Podium Finishes, Ironman Wisconsin, Wildflower Triathlon, and Muncie Endurathon Age Group Course Records set.
 
BRUCE BUCHANAN 
Seven-time triathlon national champion. Seven-time IRONMAN World Championship winner, setting several age-group records. On an age and gender basis, consistently grades as one of the fastest athletes in the world (example: at age 60 in the Gulf Coast Half-Ironman, he clocked 4:43:15 – which age grades to a 3:40:15). In 1996, named USA Triathlon’s Overall Triathlete of the Year, one of only three 40-plus age-group athletes to be so honored. Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1996, Grand Masters Triathlete of the Year in 2001. Retired dentist. 
 
DOUG CLARK 
Doug Clark was an avid triathlete for many years, winning numerous age group events at various distances. He inspired many of us to train and compete in triathlon and was always humbled by his achievements. Doug passed away December 2017 from brain cancer, but his memory stays with many of us athletes as we compete. 
Doug was a supreme athlete, coach and person who loved and excelled in the sport of triathlon. He stood for everything positive and supported all interested and participating in triathlon, regardless of skill or talent.
16 years of competition in local and national races produced literally hundreds of 1st place finishes. He qualified for the IRONMAN World Championship five times, including a 1st-place age group finish in 2009. That year, USAT recognized Doug Clark as the Masters Triathlete of the Year! Doug also holds a USAT record, winning his age group at USAT Nationals for SEVEN consecutive years. Even in his final days, you could find him at local races cheering others on. He was one of a kind!

Doug was as humble as he was talented. He was a fierce, focused and talented competitor who always had a smile to share, a hand to high five (if you could reach that high) and words of encouragement for everyone.  He used his in depth knowledge of the human body to excel in triathlon and to train others to reach their potential, too. Doug was not only a world-renowned triathlete, but also a down-to-earth, friendly, easygoing family guy who just wanted everyone to love this sport as much as he did.  

RICHARD CLARK 
Competed in 17 straight IRONMAN World Championship, including five age-group wins. Earned one age-group win at Ultraman in Hawaii. Twice named USA Triathlon’s Grand Masters Triathlete of the Year. 
 
DAVID CRAWFORD 
Five-time USA Triathlon National Champion — three Olympic-Distance masters titles, 2 Duathlon masters titles. Three-time ITU Triathlon World Champion (Olympic-Distance masters). No. 1 ranked masters triathlete or duathletes in the U.S. from 1990-1993. Two-time USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of the Year (1990, 1992). At age 43, ranked 18th overall among all North American elites in duathlon by Inside Triathlon (1992). Inducted into the Maine Sports Hall of Fame in 1998 for multisport accomplishments. Certified as a USA Triathlon coach in 2003. Participated on Lobsterman Triathlon Race Committee from 2003-2006 during a period when the race became one of the largest in New England. 
 
JEFF CUDDEBACK 
Four-time age-group winner at USA Triathlon Age Group Nationals, three-time winner at IRONMAN World Championships, and gold medalist at ITU Triathlon Worlds. Achieved a magic triple play in 1993, winning 35-39 at all three events. Only age-grouper to simultaneously hold course records in three different age groups. Long-time coach of endurance athletes (Triple Fitness Training). 
 
CHARLEY FRENCH 
Has competed in multisport for 30 years after his first event in 1984. Continues to compete in triathlon and aquabike and has participated in more than 200 triathlons. Was an engineer at Scott Sports and helped develop the first production bicycle aero bars with Boone Lenon. His work allowed him to become the first person to use a set of aero bars in triathlon competition at Ironman Hawaii in 1986, where he won his age group.  Won his division five times at nationals and five more times at worlds, which is to say nearly every time he competed in those events. In the spring of 2019, he competed and won three World Masters races in Norway. In the fall of 2019, he completed and won his age group at the Mission Bay Triathlon at the age of 93.
 
GAR HACKNEY 
Won five age-group titles at USA Triathlon national championships and two more at worlds. Prostate cancer cut his life tragically short in 2008 at age 59. USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1999. Smoker, bass guitar player in a rock band in his youth. Later went straight, became an attorney, specializing in criminal defense. Helped organize and support local races in Boise, Idaho, often served as an official. 

JUDGE JONES 
Three-time national champion, six-time world champion in aquathlon. Co-chair of USA Triathlon’s aquathlon commission since 2002. Chair of USA Triathlon’s Board of Appeals since 1996. Chief judge on the competition committee at the 2000 U.S. Olympic Triathlon Trials. Acclaimed artist; created several of USA Triathlon’s official posters and the unique amphora/vase awards presented to all inductees into the USA Triathlon Hall of Fame. Attorney, trial judge in New Hampshire, professor at the University of Massachusetts. Former chair of a committee on Sports & Entertainment Law for the American Bar Association. Author of a book called “Sports Law.” Olympic trials qualifier as swimmer in his youth, and once set a 45-49 world record in the mile run (4:28). 
 
PETER KAIN
Peter Kain has been a triathlete since 1984 with over three hundred career triathlon finishes and 40 overall triathlon victories. Kain is the Owner and Head Coach of Kain Performance Multi-Sport, which has sent 100’s of athletes to compete in triathlons all over the world. He is an 8-time USA Triathlon AG National Champion, 4-time ITU AG World Champion, and 3-time IRONMAN Triathlon World Championships finisher. He was voted USA Triathlon Overall Open Male "Triathlete of the Year" in 2002, the same year he was the Overall Winner of the USA Triathlon Age Group National Championships. He was awarded USA Triathlon Triathlete of the Year, “Honorable Mention” in 1997 and 2000. He has also been named a USA Triathlon All-American multiple times. In September 1999 and April 1997 he was the featured athlete on the cover of Triathlete Magazine. As a coach he earned USA Triathlon Level 1 Coaching Certification, USA Masters Swimming Level 3 Coaching Certification and is a certified ACSM Heath/Fitness Instructor. Since 2004, he has led more than 50 week long “Kain Kids Triathlon Camps”, introducing 100’s of Kids Aged 7-15 to the sport of triathlon. 
ANDREW KALLEY 
Won age group at Age Group Nationals in 2008. Five-time Team USA World Championships qualifier. Ten overall age group wins. Head coach for Full Throttle Endurance in New York City, which has over 100 members and five Club Championship titles. Diagnosed with late-stage colon cancer in 2014, but continued to coach over 50 athletes in person and online. Despite sickness, missed only one day of work and raised $20,000 for MSKCC and just completed a half Ironman. Never complained despite cancer treatments and helped athletes through their own struggles. Earned a spot for 2016 ITU World Championships at AGNC in August 2015.  

BILL LEACH
Leach’s first Triathlon was the Fiesta Island Tri in San Diego’s Mission Bay where he won the run, bike, and swim race. Leach has completed between 325-350 Triathlons over his career (1980-2008). He competed as an age grouper in the first official ITU World Championship (Avignon, France, 1989), finishing second in 40-44.  Leach was a member of three of the best Triathlon Teams in the Sport up to 2000: The J. David Team, The Foxcatcher Team sponsored by John DuPont, and the Pioneer Tri Team. He helped start one of the best Age Group Tri Teams: Your Name Here Tri Team and consistently had more USATriathlon All American Team members than any other Club. Leach helped found the APT in the early ‘80’s. (Association of Professional Triathletes) and helped promote equal prize money for men and women in Triathlon, becoming the first sport to demand equal prize money for women. He did the first five Nice Triathlons that helped make Triathlon an International Sport.  Over his career he was consistently on the USATriathlon All American Team for his Age Group and won several USATriathlon National Championships in Sprint, Olympic and Long Distance. Leach and Bob Cuyler started their own race in Newport Beach, which became the Pacific Coast Triathlon. Over the 20+ years of the PCT they hosted numerous Regional Sprint Championships as well as an Olympic Qualifying Points Race, and a USAT Sprint National Championship and through the various races were able to donate well over $300,000 to local Youth oriented charities.
 
BRIAN LESKE 
Above-the-knee amputee. Has competed in triathlon since 1999, when he became the first above-knee amputee with a prosthetic to compete at the Hawaii Ironman. Won five world championship titles before retiring in 2008. Served as co-chair of the USA Triathlon Paratriathlon Committee which was instrumental in exposing the sport to new athletes and adding paratriathlon to the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games program in 2010. 
 
PAUL MARTIN 
Five-time USA Triathlon National Champion. Four-time ITU World Champion. Has completed 10 Ironman triathlons in his career. Set the Ironman world record for leg amputees in 2005 at Ironman Coeur d’Alene, finishing the race in 10:09:17. Nominated for an ESPY in 2005. A member of the 2000 and 2004 U.S. Paralympic Cycling team. Left leg was amputated in 1992 following a car accident.  

As a kid, athletic competition provided Paul with some relief from an otherwise difficult childhood living in a foster home. But it was only at the age of 25, that Paul Martin made his life changing commitment and went on to become a world champion triathlete and Paralympic competitor. It was in 1992, just six months after earning a degree in mechanical engineering at University of Mass., that a car accident claimed Paul’s left leg below the knee. This served as a catalyst to test his physical abilities. He has since completed ten (10) Ironman triathlons and once held the IM world record for leg amputees at an incredible 10:09:17. He is a four-time ITU Paratriathlon World Champion, a five-time USA Paratriathlon National Champion, the 2002 ParaCycling Time Trial World Champion and a two-time Paralympic medalist in cycling. Paul has published two books: an early memoir in 2002 entitled ‘One Man’s Leg’ and the more recent ‘Drinking from My Leg: Lessons from a Blistered Optimist’ in 2010. 

ROBERT PLANT
Robert Plant is an Age Group Athlete who has won many National Titles including 5 triathlon Olympic distance titles, 2 duathlon standard titles and two aquathlon titles. Plant has had 20 World Cup podium finishes including 6 in IM World Championships in Kona, 1 Duathlon, Long Course Triathlon Championships, 3 Aquathlons, Duathlon World Championship, 2 70.3 World Championships and the rest being in Olympic Distance Triathlons. He has won the Ironman World Championship in Konda, the Olympic Distance Triathlon World Championship in the Gold Coast and 3 Aquathlon titles in Canada, Denmark and Spain. He also received the Competitor Magazine Master’s Triathlete of the Year Award in North America in 1998. 

BILL RILEY 
Nine-time national champion. World champion. Four-time IRONMAN World Championship winner. USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1991. On an age and gender basis, consistently grades as one of the fastest athletes in the world (example: in 2006, at the age of 71, he clocked a 2:29:07 at St. Anthony’s – which age grades to a 1:46:13). Has concentrated on running in last few years (though he did take time to win his division at 70.3 Worlds in 2006) – has been named USATF Athlete of the Year four out of the last six years. Retired investment banker. 
 
DICK ROBINSON 
Seven-time national champion. Four-time triathlon world champion. Two-time age-group winner at the IRONMAN World Championship. Retired professor of art at Southwestern College. 
 
TONY SCHILLER 
World champion triathlete, leader and business entrepreneur with a proven record of drawing upon a 
lifetime in athletics to inspire and motivate teams, organizations and individuals to accomplish 
uncommon things together in sports, business and non-profit.
TRIATHLON RACE DIRECTOR (2004-2021):
• MiracleKids Triathlon (10-Years, 2004-2013);
• BreakAway Kids Tri (8-Years, 2014-2021) 
• Results/Impact: 17,000+ total Kid participants; $2.500,000 raised for charities serving kids in need 
SPEAKER (1990-2021): 
• 1,000+ schools (K-12 and college) 
• 500+ corporate and community groups 
• Topics: Motivation, Performance, Team Building, Health & Wellness 
ATHLETICS 
• Outright Running Race Wins: 85 (1973-1996) 
• NCAA All-America (Division II): 3000 Meter
Steeplechase (1980) 
• Marathon Personal Best: 2:18:50 (Qualifier to US Olympic Marathon Trials (1984) 
• Outright Multi-Sport Race Wins: 79 (1987-2008) 
• Top 5 finishes as professional: 20 (1988-1993) 
• USAT Age Group National Titles: 18 (1995-2021) 
• ITU Age Group World Titles: 7 (1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2002, 2008, 2015) 
USAT HONORS:
• Male Amateur Triathlete of Year (1995) 
• 2x Master’s Triathlete of Year (2002 & 2015)
 
BILL SCHWEIZER 
18-time national champion. Ten-time world champion. Tri-Fed Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1993, Grand Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1998. Served on the committee that reviewed and ultimately changed the wetsuit rules in 1992. Occasional adjudicator for cases before the USA Triathlon Hearings and Appeals Board. Retired engineer. Once one of the principals in the Apollo Space Program at IBM. 
 
STEVE SMITH 
Finished more than 250 races in three decades of competition. Seven wins at USA Triathlon Age Group Nationals, once at ITU Worlds. USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of the Year in 2004, Grand Masters Triathlete of the Year in 2009-11. High school teacher and swim coach in South Bend, Indiana. Founded local Triple Threat Triathlon Team. Inducted into Indiana Swimming and Diving Hall of Fame. Died from brain cancer in September 2014. 
 
GREG TAYLOR
Greg Taylor completed his first triathlon at age 30 in 1984. By 1990 he thought World's Toughest Triathlon at Lake Tahoe would be a good idea where a slot for Kona rolled down to him at 7th place. 3 Kona podium finishes eventually lead to 1st in his 40-44 age group in 1995 and 1996, each time setting an age group record. Of the 28 times he has raced in Kona, Taylor has been on the podium 12-15 times and won his age group 6 times. Taylor has been third four times at Nationals, second twice, and National Champion 7 times (Olympic 4 and sprint 3). He is a three-time 70.3 world champion, Las Vegas, Mount Tremblant, and Chattanooga where, at age 63, he also bested the 55-59 winner.  He has competed in Australia, Germany, Lanzarote, Mexico and Canada. Taylor placed 2nd in the ITU Long Distance World Championship in Las Vegas.  In 2014, at age 60, he won his age group, the 55-59 age group and was only two minutes behind the 50-54 winner at the Boulder Peak Triathlon regional championship. Taylor has been Grand Master Athlete of the Year three times and in 2014 was awarded the performance of the day at nationals, winning his Olympic distance age group by over three minutes only 6 days after winning his age group at Ironman Boulder by over an hour. At Nationals in 2019, at age 65, he won his age group by over ten minutes and was the second Grand Master overall, only 1:24 behind the 60-year-old winner. And having won a Quintana Roo frame at Nationals for the fastest bike split, he donated it to USAT.



AGE GROUP – WOMEN

LAUREN BINDER
Lauren Binder is an age group athlete and very honored to be nominated to the hall of fame for USAT. Her accomplishments over the past 12 years have included winning her age group in the Olympic distance triathlon Nationals 2007, 2008, 2009, 2012. She won the gold medal at the World's Championships in the Olympic distance triathlon 2009 and 2012, the silver 2007, and the bronze medal 2008. In 2017 and 2019, she won the gold medal at the World's Championship Aquabike long distance. 
 
LESLEY CENS-MCDOWELL 
Seven-time national champion at USA Triathlon Age Group Nationals in seven attempts. 12-time age-group winner at the IRONMAN World Championship. Has retired from the iron-distance but lives on the Big Island and volunteers at the race each year. Terrific all-round athlete, once a champion motorcycle racer. USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1991. 

JO GARUCCIO
Jo has been involved in triathlon for 33 years as an athlete, coach, and small-time race director. As an athlete she won five USAT National Championship titles, two XTERRA Planet National Championships, and seven ITU World Championships since 1992, including Cross Worlds in Italy in 2015. She was an age group 2nd or 3rd at all other USAT national and ITU Olympic distance events attended (11) and 5th 45-49 at Kona in 1996. Jo has never lost a local triathlon age group race, even placing 2nd overall woman at the Pumpkinman Sprint at the age of 62. After 2005, due to knee issues and recommendations from a doctor “to never run again,” she still competed in sprint triathlons but spent several years focused on master’s cycling, racking up 12+ medals at national championships. In 2013, she turned to XTERRA racing believing that trail running would not impact her knees as much as pavement. Jo fell in love with off-road triathlon and was the top 65-69 off-road AA in 2018. Her triathlon coaching career has spanned 20+ years, beginning in 1999 with USAT L1. She is currently an L2 USAT Coach with Youth and Junior and Long Course Certifications. She was the first L2 Coach in the state of Utah. She still coaches adults privately, as well as juniors with the BAM Junior Tri Club in Salt Lake City. Prior to that she started a junior tri program attached to the Salt Lake Tri Club. She has been coaching juniors and hosting junior camps since 1999. She is also a NICA L2 coach and ride leader for a NICA JHS team. In 2009 she was voted Utah Coach of the Year. As a race director, Garuccio started the Murray Youth and Family Triathlon, an ongoing event for 17 years. 
ELLEN HART
Ellen began her triathlon journey in 2006 after her husband gave her a bike for her birthday. 2007 was her first competitive season and in the fourteen years since then, triathlon has taken her to many new places, both geographically (largely through Team USA), and as an athlete and a person. Ellen has won 18 World Age Group Titles in ITU and Ironman (2008-2017). She was named USAT Athlete of the Year in 2008 and 2015 (Masters and Grand Masters respectively). Hart competed in 8 USAT Triathlon National Championships placing from 1st to 5th place, and four USAT Duathlon National Championships finishing 1st all four years. She had five 1st place finishes, three 2nd place finishes and two 3rd place finishes at ITU Triathlon World Championships, two 1st place finishes at ITU Duathlon World Championships and two 2nd place finishes at ITU Aquathlon World Championships. Hart was ranked by USAT in the top 3 every year from 2008-2018, including being ranked 1st in Triathlon for 5 years and 1st in Duathlon for 5 years. Ellen Hart won 6 consecutive 70.3 World Championships from 2008-2013 and won again in 2015. She earned podium spots in 2014 (2nd), and 2017 (5th). She qualified for the Ironman World Championships in Kona 11 years in a row, including 8 podium finishes. Hart competed in many Ironman events from 2008-2019 earning an additional 33 first place finishes. In 2015, she won 5 World Championships in the time period of 50 days, August 30 to October 18. These events were the 70.3 Ironman WC’s in Austria, the ITU Sprint and Olympic WC’s in Chicago, the Ironman WC’s in Kona, and a week later, the ITU Duathlon WC’s in Australia. Since Covid restrictions eased in 2021, she has won Ironman Hawaii 70.3, Ironman Boulder 70.3, and Boulder Peak Olympic Triathlon. She has qualified for Ironman 70.3 World Championships in September, and Ironman World Championships in October of 2021. 

DONNA KAY-NESS
Over the course of her triathlon career Donna is a four-time USA Triathlon National Overall Age Group Champion and the 2011 USA Triathlon National Age Group Champion. She was named USA Triathlon Female Age Group Athlete of the Year two years in a row (2000,2001) as well as the Triathlete Magazine Female Triathlete of the Year in 1993. She also is a nine-time Hawaii IRONMAN World Age Group Champion In 2003 she was inducted into the Enfield, CT Athletic Hall of Fame Over the course of her age-group triathlon career, She was a four- time USA Triathlon Overall National Age Group Champion (1997, 1999, 2000, 2001) and the 1990 and 2011 National Age Group Champion. In addition, she was ITU World Age Group Champion in 2001, 2nd in 1990 and 3rd in 1992. SHE was named USA Triathlon Female Age Group Athlete of the Year two years in a row (2000, 2001) as well as the Triathlon Magazine Female Triathlete of the Year in !993. She is a 9-time (1991, 1992, 1993, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2006, 2008, 2014) Hawaii IRONMAN World Age Group Champion, setting the 30- 34 age group record in 1993 and the 40-44 age group record in 2006. More recent accomplishments include qualifying for the Boston Marathon with her run split in the 2014 Hawaii Ironman World Championship. This opened the door to run Boston in 2016 and upon requalification, she ran Boston in 2017 and 2018, finishing 1st, 50- 59 Connecticut women in 2017. She volunteered to coach the local middle school cross country team 2009-2011. In 2020 (remote) and 2021 (in-person), She coached the Suffield Academy girls and boys distance track team. Her athletes broke 4 school records and 2 track records in 2021. 

KATIE KNIGHT-PERRY 
Five-time national champion, two-time world champion. Won age group at IRONMAN World Championship in 1995. Early role-model for women in triathlon. Along with husband Ralph, co-founders of the St. Petersburg Mad Dogs, one of the largest triathlon clubs in the U.S. Served two terms on the USA Triathlon Board of Directors. Still active in the sport at a local level. 
 
PAULA LARSEN 
14-time national age group triathlon champion, 10 at Olympic distance and 3 at the Sprint distance triathlon and 1 Duathlon.  4-time World triathlon age group champion, 2 at the Olympic distance and 2 at the Sprint distance and several seconds and thirds. Second at World Duathlon 1997 and third in 2002. Named both Grand Masters Triathlete and Duathlete of the year in 2002.  All American triathlete and duathlete many times. Completed and won Race Across America Bicycle Race on 4 person women’s team in 2006 setting 50+ women’s speed record and completed race on an 8-person mixed team in 2008. 5th place in age group at Ironman Hawaii in 2000. Nike World Masters triathlon age group champion 1998. Hall of fame member Wisconsin Senior Olympics. National Senior Games 2009 triathlete age group champion. Huntsman World Senior Games age group triathlon champion 6 out of 7 races, setting an age group record for fastest time in age group 70-74. Wisconsin Senior Olympics time trial champion 8 times. An avid promoter of triathlon to young women and a member of TribabesWI. Retired physical education teacher and coach at Mayville, WI.
Started competing in triathlon in 1983.  Avid cross-country skier completing 10 American Birkebeiners and 20 Kortelopets winning 16 Kortes.  Competed in 3 world masters cross country championships winning a bronze medal on a US relay team in France in 2009 and a second-place individual finish on the US team at the 10k distance in Canada in 2011.
 
DIANE PROUD 
Three decades of service to the sport. Hundreds of races, always competitive in her age group. Three wins at USA Triathlon Duathlon Nationals, one at ITU Duathlon Worlds, two at ITU Aquathlon Worlds. Three-time USA Triathlon Grand Masters Duathlete of the Year. Selected to El Paso Athletic Hall of Fame, member of inaugural class of Texas Triathlon Hall of Fame. USA Triathlon Certified Coach with her own company called Proud Performance. USA Triathlon Certified Official since 1996, served two-year term as regional coordinator. Executive for a number of non-profits, including the American Heart Association. In earlier years, was runway model and a lead singer in a rock band. Diagnosed with ALS in 2009. Passed away on September 17, 2011. 
 
JANE SANDERS (NEE SNYDER) 
Four USA Triathlon Age Group Nationals age-group wins between 1986 and 1991, include three straight in 40-44. Won masters at the very first ITU World Championships (Avignon, 1989), repeated at Disney World in 1990. USA Triathlon’s Masters Triathlete of the Year in 1990. Leg injury forced her retirement soon thereafter. 

KIRSTEN SASS
She is a four-time USA Triathlon Overall Amateur Female Triathlete of the Year, 1-time USA Triathlon Open Amateur Female Triathlete of the Year, and a two-time USA Triathlon Overall Amateur Female Duathlete of the Year. Sass is a ten-time World Championship gold medalist, five-time silver medalist, and one-time bronze medalist. She has also finished on the podium at USA Triathlon National Championships multiple times. Sass became a guide for visually impaired paratriathlete Amy Dixon in May 2017. Since then the pair has been on the international podium eight times with two wins, and won the Paratriathlon National Championship twice. Sass will also be guiding Dixon for the Tokyo Paralympics in August 2021.   
 
LAURA SOPHIEA 
Multiple Olympian (2008 - 4th, 2012 (Team Captain of Olympic Team) 2004 1st alternate, 2000 2nd alternate) 
4 x ITU World Championship Medalist ((2003(silver),2004,2005, 2007(bronze))
2nd ITU World Series (2003) 
3 x USAT Elite National Champion (2003,2010,2011)
2003 USOC Triathlete of the Year
3 x USAT Olympic/ITU Triathlete of the Year (2006.2007,2008)
2007 Triathlete of the Year - Triathlete Magazine (after placing 3rd at ITU World Championships, 4 podiums out of 6 starts, and winning the prestigious and highly coveted Hyvee Triathlon)
Hy-Vee WC Champion, Des Moines, IA ’07
USA Triathlon Junior Triathlete of the Year (2nd World Championships) (1999)
1st debut 70.3 Augusta, Georgia (2009)
5th place 70.3 World Championships (2009)
2nd at debut Ironman Boulder Colorado (2014)
From 2000 on, all these achievements were made whilst also supporting and coaching her husband Greg Bennett to his successes.  This duo came together in 2000, and coached themselves to two World Series Titles, 3 Olympic Games, Multiple National Titles, Multiple wins and podium finishes on the ITU, US Non drafting, 70.3 and IM distances, and the largest prize purse wins on the circuit.

DAVID BACKER 
President of USA Triathlon during a turbulent period in the early 1990s in which he led a significant restructuring that laid the foundation for the federation’s current success. Helped pull together an impressive array of legal talent to form USA Triathlon’s legal committee, which operates entirely pro bono and has saved the federation millions of dollars over the years. Co-created USA Triathlon’s modern anti-doping program with Mark Sisson, as well as the federation’s ethics policy and bylaws. Member of U.S. Olympic Committee’s Athlete Support Committee during the Athens quadrennial. Age group competitor, co-creator of the Indianapolis Triathlon. 

JON BEESON
Paratriathlon would not be an Olympic sport if it were not for Jon Beeson. He was the first to “champion” this effort and was the person who helped build the Regional, National and then International support for the sport. He created a team of advocates for the sport, built the profile of many notables (Paul Martin, Carlos Moleda, Sarah Reinertsen, among others) who raised the profiles among age groupers, and in fact laid the seeds for the successful 2016 team in Rio. Jon has been recognized by CAF for his effort on behalf of all athletes globally. Many picked up the torched from Jon and helped to finalize the effort. However, they would never have been able to do so without Jon igniting the engine. 

LYN BROOKS
Lyn Brooks has made extraordinary contributions to the sport of Triathlon. As an athlete Lyn competed in numerous Triathlons and IRONMAN races over the years.   Races include 20 consecutive IRONMANs in Kona, Hawaii. Lyn was the first person to hold the record for most consecutive finishes of the event, placing 3rd overall twice and 5th once. Lyn was the 1st woman to win the inaugural 1983 Nice International Triathlon and the 1984 ULTRAMAN 3 Day Stage Event around the Big Island of Hawaii.  At the age of 40, Lyn finished 1st woman overall in the 1988 Columbia Triathlon.  Additionally, she received one of the top 5 Women of the Decade award for the sport of Triathlon and Top 10 Award for her contribution to sports in the State of Maryland in 1989.  In 1995, Lyn was inducted into the Maryland State Athletic Hall of Fame. In addition to being a world class triathlete, Lyn’s triathlon career also included 12 years of race directing Triathlons including multiple USTS events as well as the St. Croix International Triathlon.  Lyn was a motivational speaker for DANSKIN National Women’s Triathlon Series from 1998-2000. Lyn helped guide the growth of our sport, serving from 1989-1992 on the Tri-Fed National Board and as the ITU Technical Committee Chair during the ITU World Championships in Avignon, France, Canada and Florida. Lyn Brooks – Truly a global ambassador for the sport of triathlon.

CLARINDA BRUECK  
Created, financed, and structured the first physically challenged division for USA Triathlon and ITU. Instrumental in the creation of an ITU PC World Championship and wrote the first PC competition rules and classifications. Became the first physically challenged woman to compete and complete the Ironman World Championship in 1997 and repeated in 1998.  Won gold at 1998 ITU Worlds, the first world championship in which PC athletes had their own categories. Recipient of the Judy Flannery Memorial Award for Athletic Achievement and Humanitarianism by the USA Triathlon Women’s Commission, and most recently awarded with the prestigious Henry H. Kessler Human Dignity Award  and The Gene Autry Courage Award for her efforts on behalf of the physically challenged.  Also honored by the NFL and carried the Olympic Torch in 1996 and 2002 for achievement in athletics and advancement of physically challenged athletic competition. She is widely published and acclaimed in literature, the media and by the governor of New Jersey for athletic achievement and service.. 
 
CELESTE CALLAHAN 
Served multiple terms on the USA Triathlon Board of Directors. Top age-group athlete, with a national championship win in duathlon and a world title in triathlon. USA Triathlon Level II Certified Coach, Level II Certified Race Director, and charter member of the USA Triathlon Women’s Commission. Along with Judy Flannery helped to promote and create the Danskin Triathlon Series. Co-chair of Judy Flannery Memorial Fund since its inception. Founder of Colorado Wild Women with 60 other cancer survivors, now serving more than 500 women. 

CHARLIE CRAWFORD
Few people have been involved in the sport of triathlon longer than Charlie Crawford, USA Triathlon’s Commissioner of Officials. Between 1987 and 1997, he finished 117 triathlons and 49 duathlons. Charlie has been a member of USA Triathlon for 30 years, was a race director for 10 years and served as a founding member and the first president of the Southeast Region. While competing at a triathlon in 1989, Charlie was passed by a large peloton of riders. Following the race he was appalled to find that not one drafting penalty had been issued. Charlie decided to work from within to ensure his beloved sport would offer fairness for all competitors. During his 27-year career as a USA Triathlon official, Charlie has officiated at nearly 500 races and conducted more than 200 official’s clinics. In 1995 he received the Regional Coordinator’s Award of Merit and was named Official of the Year. The following year Charlie was named Deputy Commissioner of Officials, becoming the first full-time Commissioner of Officials in 1997. Believing that a level playing field is the foundation of triathlon, Charlie has spent countless hours producing a set of competitive rules easily understood by all athletes. He has worked tirelessly to ensure that races are staffed with officials that exhibit the highest level of training, knowledge and professionalism. For his long service and profound dedication to our sport, Charlie deserves to be inducted into USA Triathlon’s Hall of Fame. 

TERRY DAVIS
Terry Davis became involved in the sport of triathlon in January of 1983 when he was the special events director for the Monterey County Parks Department. His first race had 87 participants and was the first triathlon to have a professional prize purse. In 1984, he joined a group of race directors and formed the first triathlon organization Tri-Fed.  Tri-Fed moved from Del Mar to Colorado Springs and became USA Triathlon.  
Davis served on the board of directors of USA Triathlon from 1990-1994.  During his time on the board, he was the president of the first Pacific Southwest Region and developed the bylaws for the organization which were later used by the rest of the regions. As CEO of Tri-California Events, he held the very first High School National Championships, the first Triathlon Club Championships and was the first triathlon to partner with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and raised over $500,000 from the event through Team-N-Training.    
In 1994 Davis quit his secure government job as the marketing director for the County of Monterey Parks Department and created Tri-California Events, Inc and became a full time triathlon company owner.  
In 2000, he served on the organizing committee of the San Francisco Bay Area bid committee for the 2012 Olympics Games and developed their triathlon course on Treasure Island for the triathlon and also served on the 2020 bid committee for San Francisco. In 2002 Tri-California started the Tri-Cal Triathlon Series with a yearlong race schedule and scoring to rank Elite/Pro and age group triathletes so they could compete against other athletes in their divisions.  One of the highlights of his career was attending the 2004 Olympics in Athens Greece with USA Triathlon and the IOC and experiencing USA Olympic Triathlete Susan Williams win the first Olympic medal in the sport of triathlon.  In 2010, Davis was one of the founding members of the Triathlon America, Inc.  Triathlon American Inc.  later changed the name to Triathlon Business International and serves to increase the image of the sport of triathlon and bring together the business industry and the consumers in the sport for a better lifestyle.  In conclusion, he has been involved in the sport of Triathlon for more almost 37 years.  One of his greatest accomplishments is that Tri-California produced professional, well managed events that always put the safety of the athletes first and strived to do everything with integrity, prayer and hard work.  

EMILIO DESOTO
Emilio started competing in 1981 while at UC Santa Barbara, where graduated in Mechanical Engineering. He then went to San Diego State University MBA school while trained with the pros. Hard work put him in a position to become a pro triathlete. He traveled the world competing in races in 24 countries.  Emilio raced for 33 consecutive triathlon seasons.  He competed in over 400 endurance events, with multiple top 10 finishes in duathlon and triathlons, and went to multiple USAT National Championships and ITU world championships.  Emilio still impacts the sport through his company, De Soto Sport, which he founded in 1990. The company specializes in making innovative technical multisport apparel.  They make 98% of their products right in their building in San Diego. He has invented and innovated more products for our sport than anyone else, including: the triathlon short, triathlon top, transition pack, arm coolers, mesh run cap, two-piece wetsuit, wetsuit pant, and he developed the first compressive garments, and the first cooling fabric.
Emilio believes in social responsibility and giving back.  De Soto partners with athletes, events, coaches, clubs, and other institutions to grow the sport through fundraisers and donations from the company.  De Soto has raised and donated tens of thousands of dollars to the over 25 charities including:  Tri4Japan, Monarch Schools for Homeless Children, Challenged Athletes Foundation, Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, World Society for the Protection of Animals, Wounded Warrior Project, UNICEF for the Famine Relief of Children.
 De Soto now has his own family. With his wife, Tracy, they still train and instill a healthy lifestyle to their three boys, who are now 11, 9, and 6 years old.  The boys have competed in several kids’ multisport races, and all three are on swim team.

JIM DONALDSON
Jim Donaldson began his Multi Sport journey at the 1981 Vic Tanny Sylvania Days Festival Triathlon and has since then competed around the World. Jim loved the sport of triathlon and was a founding member of Team Toledo Tri Club in 1985, a club now renowned with over 300 members.  Jim was also a founding member of the Mideast Region of USAT in1994, which comprised the states of: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky. Jim served as President for both of these groups, leading the region in many innovative programs, which included:  Strength of field results, Talent ID Search, and the MERCS (Mideast Region) multisport club series. Jim was honored to serve on the National Board of USAT FROM 2006 TO 2012. Jim has completed 8 IM events, 4 being in Kona, Hawaii, 3 times at the World Championships at the 70.3 distance, as well as XTERRA Worlds in Maui, Hawaii.  Jim has qualified and participated in twelve TEAM USA events at Standard distance Worlds since 1994. Since 1981 to the present, Jim has raced Age Group in most disciplines of Multi Sport, including: Triathlon, Duathlon, Relay Triathlon, XTERRA, Aquabike, taking podium spots in almost all disciplines.  He has received All American Rankings, Honorable Mentions, and is currently ranked number 1, in his age group for Aquabike. 2015 was a milestone, when Jim and 24 other USAT triathletes were granted special permission from the US Treasury Department, to participate at the: ITU Triathlon Habana, where Jim raced in the Sprint distance Tri. In 2016 he again participated in Cuba at the Habana CAMTRI Middle Distance Triathlon Iberoamerican Championships, where he took 1st place in the Middle Distance event.  2015 and 2016 opened the doors to Cuba for the sport of Triathlon.  

Jim has excelled in every aspect of Multisport, not only in race mode, but also as a Leader for change and growth in the sport, and has significantly inspired YOUTH, WOMEN (producing the first Women’s Only Tri and “Dri-Tri” in the Mideast region) and ADULT athletes to begin their own journey. Inspiring also as a mentor to PC athletes, especially Aaron Scheides, who has gone on to be World Champion in the PC Blind Category. Jim was one of the first USAT Coaches working with Troy Jacobson in the early 1990s. Jim demonstrates outstanding sportsmanship, is a fierce, but friendly competitor alongside his fellow age groupers, and in his hometown, continues to win local Time Trials in his bike club, where they call him the “Ancient Triathlete”. He has been an Event Organizer since 1986, was on the first Race Directors Commission at USAT, and produced Multi Sport competitions from 1986 to 2016. As owner of his company Elite Endeavors, he was at the helm of the Sylvania Triathlon/Duathlon for over 30 years, until retiring in 2016. Still active as a competitor, he lost only one season (other than Covid 2020) since 1981, due to a broken Fibula and Ankle Replacement in 2019! 

DR. TEKEMIA DORSEY
Dr. Tekemia Dorsey, current General Director, Mid Atlantic Region and USA Triathlon Board of Directors. Dorsey is the recipient of USOPC 2020 Rings of Gold - Individual Award Winner. She is also the 2020 Diversity and Inclusion Winner for the USA Triathlon Women’s Triathlon Committee. Dorsey is a founding member
of USAT’s Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Access Committee. She continues to serve on the USAT Race Director Committee for the last two years and will continue to serve until 2023. Dorsey is the Board Liaison for the USAT’s Age Group Committee as well. Dorsey has presented at the 2021 Endurance Exchange and USAT’s 2020 first DEIA Summit. Dorsey has volunteered at several National Championships as well as local ones. Dorsey has made and continues to make countless contributions to the triathlon sport across the globe
and in the urban communities, over and beyond the last seven years. In 2017, Dorsey and IABT were the first multisport and woman-minority owned organizations to win USA Triathlon’s “Volunteer of the Year” in 2017. Dorsey has contributed to the knowledge base of other NGB’s on how to diversify their efforts through DEIA and speaking engagements alongside USAT, ITU, etc. as well. Under Dorsey’s Leadership as CEO/The International Association of Black Triathletes, as a Level 2 Endurance Coach; and Level 2 Race Director; she has used the triathlon sport as a foundation to create an award-winning model for urban youth and urban communities. Dr. Dorsey has created a pathway for youth from inception through collegiate progression breaking the cycle of poverty along the way and is now presenting her research in conferences around the world. Dorsey has also published book series from which the research has been shared. Locally, over the last seven years Dorsey has successfully launched grassroots initiatives, built communities, and scaled her nonprofit organization through the triathlon sport. In 2017, Dorsey’s advocacy began for more and increased diversity, equity, and inclusion of minority representation in the sport. Since advocating through her voice, talent, programs, services begin, an increase in minority representation has been achieved but more is needed.

MICHAEL EPSTEIN
Michael created the Malibu Triathlon back in 1986 and it is one of the longest running and most prestigious triathlons in the world. Michael had the vision to reach out to celebrities and the Hollywood studios to get them involved in the world’s best sport and the national and international media that has come from having Jennifer Lopez, Tom Cruise, David Duchovny, Robin Williams, Sean Astin, Matthew McConaughey, and countless others participate in the event has been off the charts. During this same time Michael brought Nautica and Paul Mitchell on board as long-term sponsors and these are non-endemic sponsors who have spent decades sharing their love of triathlon with their staff and supporters. He was really one of the first race directors to secure sponsorship from non-endemic brands in our sport. Michael also created the entertainment Industry Challenge which each year showcases at least 30 Hollywood studios including Warner Brothers, Disney, Fox and Searchlight to not only train for and participate in the race, but to also raise money for the Children’s Hospital of LA. Through those efforts Michael has raised over $15 million dollars for Children’s Hospital of LA. Michael is an out-of-the box thinker who also created the South Beach Triathlon in Miami and the Hermosa Triathlon among others. When it comes to the contributions of our race directors, no one has done more to create media exposure for the sport of triathlon while creating epic events than Michael Epstein.

JOE FRIEL 
Joe Friel is an internationally recognized contributor to the sport of triathlon as a race director, coach, author, speaker, and educator. A pioneer of the sport in its early years, he has continued to support triathletes and their coaches over four decades. Many have adopted his coaching methods, technology, equipment recommendations, and more as the sport has exponentially grown. Starting in the early 1980s, Joe was one of the first triathlon coaches in the country, and he opened one of the first triathlon stores in the world in 1984. For over 40 years, he has coached a range of multisport athletes from novice to professional to Olympian. His athletes have successfully competed in major events at state, national, and world levels. Joe was a founder of the USA Triathlon National Coaching Commission in 1997. In 2001 he was the USA team coach for the World Championships. He was also a founder of TrainingPeaks, a software company that assists triathletes with their training. His seminal Triathlete’s Training Bible is now in its fourth edition and has sold hundreds of thousands of copies worldwide, educating triathletes of all levels on the fundamentals of training. Going Long, Your First Triathlon, Triathlon Science, and Fast After 50 are but a few of his key titles that have helped triathletes race and stay competitive in the sport. Joe’s mission for 40 years has been to help endurance athletes and coaches stay current in the science and art of training, which he continues to pursue on his popular blog and in articles for Outside, Triathlete, the New York Times, and many other media. As a passionate coach, Joe continues to teach athletes and coaches at training camps, clinics, and seminars around the world. He is currently working on his eighteenth book with more guidance for coaches.
 
MIKE GREER 
Dedicated his life to triathlon as a race director, author, volunteer, sponsor and speaker. Has competed in over 376 triathlons from sprint to long-course IRONMAN, including Hawaii. Created and has been the director of Buffalo Springs Lake 70.3 at Lubbock, Texas, for the last 26 years. Has been a trainer, coach, mentor and inspiration to thousands of triathletes. He excels as an age group athlete at the age of 76 and is a contributor to the sport at several levels - sport pioneer, event organizer, event official, coach, trainer, volunteer and by service to the governing body of USA Triathlon - has served as both the Interim Executive Director and President of the Board of Directors of USA Triathlon. Lives the triathlon lifestyle and epitomizes the athlete spirit. Mike tragically passed away in 2021.
 
JOHN HOWARD 
Winner of 1981 IRONMAN World Championship, third in 1980, fifth in 1984. First nationally prominent athlete to embrace the sport of triathlon, including a duel with marathon legend Frank Shorter at the 1989 Desert Princess Duathlon helped jumpstart that sport. Four-time national road cycling champion. Cycling gold at 1971 Pan American Games. Three-time member of U.S. Olympic Team in cycling. Second in inaugural RAAM. Set land speed record (152.2 mph) on Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats. Cycling coach, author, columnist.  
 
PAUL HUDDLE
Paul Huddle was a partner in Multisports.com – camps, coaching, & online training since from ’89 through 2010.  Huddle was a contributor/columnist for Triathlete Magazine from ‘90’s through 2010 and co-authored a couple of training books. He was a co-host of endurance sports radio show with Bob Babbitt from early ‘90’s through 2011 and a co-host of the live coverage of HI IM in Kona from 1996-2010. Huddle has been part of the race operations for IRONMAN since 2000 and a part of other private event pursuits from 2005-2014.

ROBERT IGER 
As President of ABC Sports he agreed to the first-ever television contract for the sport: a three-year deal for IRONMAN. His cameras captured the crawl of Julie Moss to the finish line of the February 1982 race and then incorporated the footage into the opening credits for Wide World of Sports. Currently President and CEO of the Walt Disney Corporation, member of the Board of Directors of the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in New York City. Has led Disney team participation in the Nautica Malibu Triathlon; in 2009, he was the biker on a relay team with Terri Hatcher (Desperate Housewives) and Julie Bowen (Modern Family, Ed) and helped the race raise over $1 million for pediatric research at the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles. 
 
AL JAMES 
Pioneer race director, including the first USTS event on the East Coast (1983 Tampa Bay Triathlon). He was head lifeguard at Clearwater Beach and helped produce the first triathlons 1982/1983 that came across the Clearwater memorial causeway and finished at Pier 60. Founded the hugely successful St. Anthony’s Triathlon (1985) and the Florida State Sunshine Games Triathlon. Member of federation’s governing body from 1984-1987. Author of one of the original sets of rules for the sport and the original set of safety standards. Recently returned to sport as part of the History Project Team, writing a trio of essays: USA Triathlon Competitive Rules 1985-1990, USA Triathlon Sanctioning 1982-1989, and The Race Directing Essay. Al James passed away on August 4, 2021. 
 
JIM JIMISON 
Effective and generous volunteer in the sport for over 40 years. Recognized as a triathlon pioneer, creator, author, developer, trainer, authority and consultant. He was a competitive triathlete prior to entering the world of administration/teaching, and most of his work was the result of on-course observations. Twice elected to the Board of Directors. Created, authored, and organized the first officials’ program in 1986. Served as USA Triathlon Commissioner of Officials for 8 years and trained his replacement and dozens of others as officials. Conducted the first Race Director and Officials’ Training Clinics at request of Triathlon Canada. Served as Technical Advisor to Team USA in Avignon, France. Served as Course-Control Consultant to IRONMAN Hawaii for 4 years. Awarded USA Triathlon Lifetime Achievement Award in 1995. Served on USAT History Project since 2009 and authored project’s essay on officiating. His contributions in officiating stand as a milestone in triathlon history. His interpretation and enforcement of triathlon rules is the model for achieving consistency, fairness and safety which has affected triathletes, officials, volunteers, and spectators and contributed to respect and support by sponsors for over 30 years. 
 
HARALD JOHNSON 
Along with Penny Little and Mike Gilmore, Harald started a magazine called SWIM SWIM for fitness and open-water swimmers and noted in 1979 the growing popularity of the sport of triathlon. The company’s publications grew to include a triathlon and duathlon calendar in their Rough Water Swimming Handbook in 1981. This morphed into a special publication called Swim-Bike-Run in 1982, with an expanded calendar of multi-sport races and race entry forms. The company then released Triathlon Magazine in February 1983; the first full-fledged magazine devoted to the new sport. Since spreading information about how and where to compete was essential to participation, Harald was an important contributor to triathlon's growth and success. Harald was also an early Hawaii IRONMAN finisher (first on the bike, October 1982), helped organize the U.S. Triathlon Association (USTA), and was its first Executive Director. USTA was the forerunner to Tri-Fed/USA and ultimately USA Triathlon as the national governing body of the sport.
 
LEW KIDDER 
On the Board of Directors of Tri-Fed (now USAT) from 1986-1988. Financial contribution helped Tri-Fed from going bankrupt. Accomplishments include writing the first set of competition rules, and the first set of event production standards. Helped rebuild the organization’s structure and by-laws.  Designed the ranking system. Founder and publisher of Triathlon Today (1986-1992) which later became Inside Triathlon. Led the age group movement. Published Transition Times from 1986 (to unknown date). Member of the delegation that created the ITU. Coach of large number of triathletes including and a two-time Olympian, and two USA Triathlon Hall of Fame athletes. Race Director of a number of events from 1985 to 2000.  
 
STEVE LOCKE 
Executive Director of USA Triathlon during a critical 12-year period, including the major restructuring in 1993 that shepherded the governing body’s recovery and amazing growth. Avid age-group athlete, competing in at least 200 races to date. Race director of multiple events. Served term on USA Triathlon Board of Directors. 
 
LT PHILLIP “MOKI” MARTIN, USN (retired) 
Longest-serving triathlon race producer in the world. Initiated the SUPERFROG Triathlon, the first-ever half-Iron distance race, in Coronado, California, in 1979. Created with the vision that he and fellow Navy SEALs could prepare for IRONMAN Hawaii. Severely injured in a bicycle training accident in 1982 which restricted him to a motorized wheelchair. Continue to produce and promote SUPERFROG (as well as the Super Seal Olympic-Distance and Seal Sprint Triathlons which he founded later) until this year. Gives lectures and motivational speeches to schools and other organizations about overcoming obstacles and persevering. His triathlon events raise money for community organizations and for families of Navy SEALs. An inspiration to student athletes, triathletes and fellow military. Not related to triathlon: he is a talented artist even though he must hold the brush, pen or pencil in his mouth. 

KATHLEEN MCCARTNEY-HEARST
1982 Ironman World Champion and 11-Time Ironman World Championship Finisher (3 Top-SIXTH Place Overall Ironman World Championship Finishes). FIRST Place-1981 Navy Seals Superfrog Half-Ironman (9th overall including men). FIRST Place-1981 Santa Barbara Half-Ironman. FIRST Place-Feb. 1982 Ironman World Championship (Inspired millions with Julie Moss). FIRST Place-1982 -USTS San Diego Regional Championship
FIRST Place-1982 USTS Los Angeles Regional Championship. FOURTH Place-1982 USTS San Francisco Regional Championship. FIRST Place-1982 USTS Series Overall National Championship. FOURTH Place- Oct. 1982 Ironman World Championship. THIRD Place-1983 Nice France Triathlon. 1983-Ironman World Championship. FOURTH Place-1985 Japan Ironman. SIXTH Place-1985 Ironman World Championship. 1987-Ironman World Championship. 1988-Ironman World Championship (PR 10:19). 2003-Ironman World Championship. 2012-Ironman World Championship (NBC Feature Package). 2013-Ironman World Championship. 2016-Ironman World Championship. 2017-Ironman World Championship (DNF With Mike Levine; IWC Emmy-NBC Package). 2018-Ironman World Championship (Mike Levine at finish line- awarded him my medal). 2019-Ironman Santa Rosa 70.3 (With her sons Patrick and Carter Hearst). Awards and Community Contributions: 2002 Competitor Magazine Triathlon Legend Award, 2012 Triathlon Business International Female Triathlete of the Year. 2012-Present: Founder of “Ironman in Minutes” created to inspire Pancreatic Cancer patients to find hope through sport, purpose, community and camaraderie. Mentors pancreatic cancer patients including 2- time Ironman Mike Levine (and fellow 2017 Ironman World Championship competitor), who in 2017 said she “breathed the life back into him” after encouraging him to train with her for Ironman. Challenged Athletes Foundation Volunteer and participant 20+ years. Iron Icons Motivational Speaker. Keynote Speaker: Ironman Sports Medicine Conference 2013 and 2017.

BARRY MCDERMOTT 
Journalist. His feature in the May 14, 1979 issue of Sports Illustrated lit a flame under the movement and remains one of the most notable triathlon pieces in sports journalism. 

DR. TK MILLER
Dr. TK Miller was the Team Physician for Team USA for 2 Goodwill Games and the Chief Physician for Team USA for 12 ITU World Championships. He has served in numerous administrative and policy roles including Co-Chair of TriFed/USA Medical, Medical Director for USAT for 15 years, author of the USAT Wetsuit Use Guidelines, served on the USAT Swim Collar Task Force and the recent Rules Harmonization Committee. He served on the planning committee for the USAT Multisport Medical Conference for 2 years and presented in 2015 at the conference and the 2021 MultiSport Exchange conference. Dr. Miller has also served in many ITU Administrative roles including the ITU Medical Committee, ITU Doping Control Subcommittee and the ITU Event Medical Site Review.  He has been present at the Ironman World Championship since 1989 to serve our athletes and acted as Chief Physician at the event since 2017.  He is a founding member of the Ironman Global Medical Advisory Board and their current Chair. His most recent activities have been associated with risk assessment and Return to Racing policy during and with the evolution of Covid.  He has published numerous books and articles regarding Triathlon medical care and safety and has presented at a plethora of conferences about keeping athletes safe and healthy over the last 4 decades.
 
HEIDI MUSSER 
Discovered triathlon in 1997 after becoming the first blind swimmer to finish the Chicago Park District 2-Mile Swim in Lake Michigan. Was the only physically challenged triathlete in her first-ever triathlon in August 1998. Qualified for ITU Worlds in 1999 and won a gold medal as the first completely blind female participating at the event. Connected with the Challenged Athletes Foundation in 2000 and was considered an “inspirational team” in California with guide Matt Miller from 2001 to 2005. Now coaches and tutors four blind children/young adults in swimming, reading, writing and music. 

ANDY ORDING
Andy Ording started in the bike industry with Allsop in Bellingham, WA in 1989. After a short time, he moved to Zipp in Indianapolis in 1992, Zipp’s origins are in the motor racing industry and essentially utilized monocoque race car fabrication techniques to manufacture disc wheels. The vision was to develop “aerodynamic wheels” for competition. The medium was carbon and it was perfectly suited to deeper aero optimization that simply could not be successfully accomplished in any other material at an acceptable weight. Zipp developed the 58mm structural rim, coined the term ‘deep section’ and this became a standard term when referring to all aero wheels. Once they got the first 58mm deep rims and wheels on the market Zipp finished out developing the Zipp 2001 superbike. Each frame took over 24 man hours to fabricate but its aerodynamic performance was unmatched. The Zipp frames were manufactured from 1992-1996, competed in the Barcelona Olympics and many of which are still used in competition some two decades later.The biggest challenge of these early years was that the specialty triathlon dealership really did not exist, most bike shops were road centric and roadies are classically very traditional. However, Ording found the sport of triathlon to be completely open minded to technology and new materials and spent all of his time attending events nationally and chatting with triathletes. Triathletes willingness to trust Zipp’s technology to beat the clock fueled our growth and we spent nearly two decades redefining how carbon wheels should be manufactured, could go faster, weigh less and remain significant in all bike frames. Zipp was the equipment sponsor to USA Triathlon junior team with frames and wheels, with the squad competing in rainy and cold conditions in Manchester UK 1993.Ording worked at Ironman distance events as well with Pauli Kiuru, Greg Welch, Christian Bustos, Mark Allen (wheels only) and numerous other incredibly talented athletes. More importantly he felt he needed to support paying customers who had been loyal to him and he travelled to Hawaii for the ironman World Champs to provide personal service and maintenance free to all Zipp owners. Carbon composite technology is now synonymous with wheels in every competitive category in our industry and Ording is proud to say that at Zipp he helped lead the charge into the future and changed everyone’s perspective.

ORIGINAL 12 IRONMEN
It's impossible for most folks now in the sport to understand what the original guys did, or faced, in that first race. There was literally some thought that attempting all three of the proposed events sequentially, in the same day, could be dangerous, even life-threatening. None of the competitors were properly trained. And yet all 12 men finished. They were recognized only briefly, yet they were the genesis of a movement, which became a sport, which became a Olympic event and an engine of fitness and technical innovation. The sport should know their names: John Collins (already inducted), John Dunbar, Gordon Haller (inductee), Dave Orlowski, Tom Knoll, Sterling Lewis, Ian Emberson, Henry Forrest, Frank Day, Archie Hapai, Dan Hendrickson, Harold Irving. We should do this while most of these guys are still around. And not only is it the right thing to do, inducting these guys would likely generate a good deal of media attention, calling attention to the HOF itself, the sport and USAT. 

CARL OWENS
Carl Owens competed in his first short distance triathlon in San Marcos, TX in September of 1984 on an old bike with the kickstand and reflectors removed. The following year he completed his first of two Hawaii Ironman events (1995 & 1996). Between 1984 and 1993 he went on to compete in over 35 more Triathlons.  Inspired by his experience at the 1985 Ironman and its incredible volunteer ‘army’, and with no prior experience, Owens created and directed the Texas Hill Country Triathlon (THCT) beginning in the Fall of 1986. During its 10 years the THCT was selected as Tri-Fed’s Long Course National Championship and a major Hawaii Ironman Qualifier from 1988 through 1993.  By 1990 the event had created its own ‘army’ of 1800+ volunteers supporting the event, one of the largest event volunteer support groups outside of Ironman’s at the time. The 1991 THCT was selected as an International Triathlon Union World Cup Series event and besides directing the event Owens helped produce a one-hour TV special the week after that was televised throughout the U.S., a rarity at the time. THCT was named Best Triathlon in Texas for seven of its ten years and one of the best triathlons in the U.S. several times by Triathlete Magazine and Inside Triathlon Magazine, national publications covering the sport. In 1989 and 1990 Owens created/directed the Tri-Texas Triathlon Camps, some of the sport’s first, high end, weeklong training camps featuring training and instructional seminars with some of the sport’s top professionals. He also created and directed the Austin Triathlon in 1989 which in 1991 he passed off to a group in Austin that renamed it the CapTexTri.  Owens served on the Tri-Fed National Advisory Board from 1988-1990. He was the recipient of the Richard Turner Memorial Award for commitment & dedication to the sport in 1994.  In 2000, Owens ‘stepped up’ to volunteer for the inaugural USAT Olympic Trials in Dallas, to assist with the technical production and operations team. He was inducted into the Texas Runner & Triathlete Hall of Fame in 2012 and in 2013 was inducted into the USA Triathlon South-Midwest Triathlon Hall of Fame.

PAUL PORTER 
Insurance executive, co-founder of the Muncie Endurathon (1980) and a long-time member of Tri-Fed’s Board of Directors. The managing partner of a large Midwestern insurance agency, Paul put together the first comprehensive program of liability insurance for the sport and in doing so, paved the way for the sport’s rapid expansion in the mid-1980s. A feat considering the sport is not possible without liability insurance, which is usually necessary for permitting, and prior to the 1980s there was no way for insurance underwriters to evaluate risks. He arranged coverage for the 1982 IRONMAN and worked out a national policy program in that same year for the American Triathlon Association (the predecessor of Tri-Fed & USA Triathlon). In 1986, coverage was made available through mandatory memberships for competitors, which is a business model that remains part of USA Triathlon’s foundations today. 

RUSS PUGH
Russ Pugh has spent most of his career in Santa Rosa, California, moving there in 1989 with the sole intent of starting up an “ironman distance” triathlon. He got his start as a triathlon race director in his home state of Kansas and now has three and a half decades and one hundred and sixteen triathlon race directing experiences under his belt. In 1986, at the age of twenty, Pugh was appointed philanthropy fundraising chairman for my fraternity and presented the idea of putting on a triathlon as a fundraiser. The event raised over $7,500 to donate to MS and gained his first experience as a race director! The day after his graduation he left for Boston with my bike and all my worldly possessions and spent the next two and a half years directing five of the fifteen triathlon events which DMSE produced each year. One of the events Pugh directed for DMSE was the Bud Light Endurance Triathlon, an “ironman distance” triathlon held on Massachusetts’ Cape Cod. After his second season working for DMSE he began plans for starting up his very own “ironman distance” triathlon in California. Mid-summer 1989, Pugh joined a start-up company called Cruzo Corp to focus on starting an “ironman distance” triathlon. On August 1, 1990 the inaugural Vineman Triathlon was held in Sonoma & Napa Counties. 197 individuals and 42 relay teams competed in the event, which started at Lake Sonoma and finished 60 miles away in downtown Napa. Pugh then formed Vineman, Inc. to promote and produce the Vineman event which he purchased from Cruzo Corp.For 1991 Pugh changed the Vineman race course so it was held entirely within Sonoma County and the Half Vineman was also added to the billet. In 1992 the Vineman International Triathlon (an Olympic distance event) was added to the Vineman family of races. For several years this event served as USAT’s Junior National Team Qualifying event. In 1995 the Vineman Triathlon and the Half Vineman Triathlon became Ironman Qualifier events. In 2015, when he sold the Vineman events to WTC, he had been an Ironman licensee longer than any current Ironman employee. In 2001 Barb’s Race-A Women’s Only Triathlon was first held. This event was started as a tribute to Barb Recchia, a long-time Vineman Volunteer and two-time cancer survivor. Since its inception Barb’s Race raised $960,000 for locally based cancer related groups. In 2002 the Vineman AquaBike events were started that attracted between 400 and 600 athletes annually. In 2013 Vineman, Inc. started a new Olympic distance triathlon called Vineman Monte Rio.  Over the course of the past thirty years Pugh has remained true to my original concept of putting on high quality events in beautiful venues. More than 80,000 athletes have competed in the triathlon events which Pugh has directed over the years. 

WHIT RAYMOND
Whit Raymond is a well-known professional race announcer who has dedicated an immense amount of time to the sport of Triathlon. Raymond has been deeply passionate about Triathlon since his first race in 1986. He raced as a competitive age grouper for many years, and 36 years on, he is still ferociously in love with the sport of Triathlon! Whit is a 5 x Finisher of the Ironman World Championship and 6 x Ironman Finisher (5 – Hawaii/1 Canada). In 1993 while volunteering at the Ironman World Championship, Whit was asked by the organizers if he could “help out with the announcing team”. His passion continues to burn strong as he travels the world as a “voice of the sport”. Some career highlights include: 
· TOKYO 2020 OLYMPICS/PARALYMPICS - TRACK CYCLING
· 2016 US OLYMPIC TEAM TRIALS MARATHON, LOS ANGELES
· 20 YEARS XTERRA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, MAUI
· 20 YEARS HAWAII IRONMAN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, KONA
· 2011 IRONMAN 70.3 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
· 2011 & 2015 IRONMAN ASIA PACIFIC CHAMPIONSHIP, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
· 2004 ADVENTURE RACING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP – ARGENTINA
· VOICE OF XTERRA TV – 2008 – 2018
· 25 YEARS LAGUNA PHUKET TRIATHLON
· 12 YEARS IRONMAN JAPAN
· 15 YEARS CHEVRON HOUSTON MARATHON
· 10 YEARS IRONMAN MALAYSIA
· 10 YEARS IRONMAN KOREA
· 12 YEARS OKLAHOMA CITY MEMORIAL MARATHON
· BANK OF AMERICA CHICAGO MARATHON – 2013 TO PRESENT
· 1996 ITU LONG DISTANCE WORLD CHAMIONSHIP
· 2016 ITU LONG DISTANCE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP


MURPHY REINSCHREIBER
Murphy is part of triathlon's pioneer generation. His body of work spanned more than 20 years and touched the breadth of the sport.  He was one of the original group athletes that developed the sport dating back to its roots on Fiesta Island in the mid-1970s. He was the race director for the first-ever US Triathlon Series Race. He was the first Executive Director the US Triathlon Association, the organization that would become USA Triathlon. In the 1980’s he created and produced the Nike Horny Toad Triathlon and Jeep Tri-Prix races that featured multi-loop pro-only race formats that foreshadowed the Olympic format. He wrote the sport’s first-ever drafting rule. He directed the sport’s first-ever prize money race. He worked with the team that developed and launched the IronKids Series. He raced as a top-10 pro. As a founder of USA’s national governing body and Executive Director, Murphy administered the sport’s first-ever insurance policy laying the infrastructure that enabled the sanctioning and standardization of triathlon events. In 1985, Murphy established PCH Sports the most successful athlete representation agency in the sport’s history with represented athletes winning more than 50 Ironman, Challenge Roth, and World Championships. PCH represented triathletes including:  Paula Newby-Fraser, Mike Pigg, Kenny Souza, Julie Moss, Greg Welch, Rob Mackle, Heather Fuhr, Peter Reid, Carol Montgomery, Simon Lessing, Mirinda Carfrae, Sam McGlone, Wendy Ingraham, Sian Welch, Tim O’Donnell, Lori Bowden, Jurgen Zack, Wolfgang Dittrich, Jackie Gallagher and Chris Legh. Murphy’s work with the sport’s early star athletes helped establish a pathway for following generations of athletes to carve out a living from NIL endorsements. Murphy believed that ‘winning is only 50% of the job’ setting a standard for athletes to return value to their sponsors. Beginning in the 1990’s, a time when the sport was virtually unknown in this part of the world, Murphy worked in senior roles IMG, Ironman, and Challenge Family to develop multi-sport events in Asia Pacific.  He was the organizing force in the development of triathlon and multi-sport races in 16 countries including the Laguna Phuket Triathlon (Thailand), the first-ever Ironman races staged in China, Taiwan, Philippines and Thailand, and Ironman Melbourne/ Asia Pacific Championships. These first and early triathlons were catalysts for the growth and development of the sport in the region sparking media interest and the structural organization needed to kindle participant numbers and the launch of new events. Murphy currently is the COO of The McCourt Foundation that operates the Los Angeles Marathon and other large scale mass participation events. 
JIMMY RICCITELLO
From failing to finish his first high school swim warmup to competing in ITU World Cups, Jimmy has worked hard and in return become an icon in the sport of triathlon. He competed and trained at the elite level for 20 years and was one of the top triathletes of his time. He has competed in countless races and has the accomplishments to prove it. Jimmy was an Xterra World Champion, the overall best cyclist at the France Iron tour, 2-time winner of the St. Croix International Triathlon, winner of multiple USTS races and perennial top 3 finisher in the Coke Grand Prix, and multiple top 10 finisher in ITU World Cups races including the ITU World Championships in Surfers Paradise, Australia. With a desire to leave the sport better than he found it, Jimmy served on the USAT Board of Directors for 6 years. Since 2005 Jimmy has worked for IRONMAN and is currently their Global Director of Rules and Officiating, focusing on establishing global rule harmony and quality and consistent officiating. Jimmy, now a husband and father of two, is a constant advocate of the sport not only through his words, but also through his actions. Jimmy once participated on a relay in the Race Across America, helping to raise over $600,000 for wounded veterans. He is also passing on his knowledge and inspiring athletes as a multisport coach. Jimmy uses a dynamic and personal coaching style for his athletes. He enjoys helping them find balance which results in better athletes and better people. Through his help, his athletes have reached their full potential which for many was far beyond what they thought they could accomplish. Jimmy has been a gift to the sport of triathlon and constantly helps push the sport to bigger and better heights.

CYLE SAGE 
Cyle Sage began his journey in triathlon after a collegiate swimming career in 1988, where he was the overall National Amateur Sprint Champion that year. During the decade of the 1990’s and early 2000's, Cyle produced a lot of “Firsts"' in the sport. Outside of competition. Cyle is widely recognized as the guiding force behind the early foundations for the USAT Junior, High School and Collegiate development programs. Cyle was a member of the inaugural USAT National Coaching Commission (1996) and became USAT’s first Athlete Development Director and earned the USOC’s Development Coach of the Year award in 1998 and1999 (for Triathlon). Other firsts include hosting the first USAT Coaching Certification Clinic (1998 University of Florida). Coaching the1994 USA (inaugural) Junior 13-15 team to a bronze team medal at the ITU World Championships; producing the inaugural USAT Junior National Championships; independent Collegiate National Championships and Certified High School Triathlon Program. He also produced a state recognized (Florida) elementary triathlon program for minorities and established the format for the USAT Regional Junior Development Camp system. ITU World Champions, US Olympians and Age Group World Champions have had significant guidance under Cyle’s coaching career. He was also the first professional triathlete to become a certified USAT Referee. Internationally, Cyle conducted the inaugural ITU Coaching Certification Clinic in (Central America) as well as inaugural junior training camp in Costa Rica, Panama and Guam. As an Athlete, Cyle raced professionally from 1993-2003. Cyle was Captain of the US Navy Triathlon Team and represented the US Armed Forces in 2 World Championships, was a member of Team USA at World Championships, (3x Kona finisher) Pan American Games and Asian Games, earning letters of distinguished service by President Clinton and the Department of Defense. As a sport entrepreneur, Cyle has provided significant contributions to several systems and inventions that have impacted the sport of triathlon, namely the original Hyperbaric chamber, Mono fin for swimming, Pose Method of Running Technique and the Cloudtec Technology (foundational cushioning system of the On running shoe company). 

BARRIE SHEPLEY
As a lover of the sport of triathlon, Barrie Shepley has spent his life helping it grow around the world.  The Canadian born Olympic coach and International Broadcaster has been a pioneer for nearly four decades.  In his teenage years he started one of the biggest triathlon clubs in North America.  Athletes from that club have gone onto win Olympic Gold Medals (Simon Whitfield) to the Olympics (Whitfield, Kyle Jones, Isabelle Turcotte Baird, Andrew Yorke, Domi Jamnicky) and win World Titles and medals at Ironman (Lionel Sanders,  Bob Knuckey and others). Barrie was fortunate enough to be at 99% of the ITU Short and Long Distance World Championships since 1989.  Through those years, Barrie has called live in the stadium and on television, some of the most epic calls in triathlon history.   Barrie has been at every Olympic Games (as coach or television commentator) and five years ago in RIO, the head of NBC sports sought out Barrie personally to inquire whether NBC should send their “A” team to cover the Olympic Women’s Triathlon or send their “A” team to gymnastics, where USA was virtually assured of a gold medal.   Barrie convinced senior NBC management that Gwen Jorgensen was the real deal, and the next day NBC’s top production team were following Gwen’s gold medal victory.  Today some of the USA’s greatest elite triathlon moments, are archived with Barrie’s voice as athletes like Sheila Taormina, Barb Lindquist, Laura Bennett, Susan Williams, Siri Lindley, Joanna Zagar, Gwen Jorgensen, Sara True, Katie Zaferes, Hunter Kemper, Andy Potts, Doug Friman, Ryan Bolton and others have their biggest days on ITU footage.

In the late 90’s, Barrie Shepley and the late Jackie Gallagher put forward a coach’s motion to the ITU to create a new junior sprint distance (from the old Olympic distance) and to create an under 23 world division. The ITU followed through on that proposal and today, tens of thousands of kids are racing at more appropriate distances and competitive levels, ultimately staying in the sport longer and progressing at a more natural rate.   The impact of this decision will have life-long impacts on the sport not just in USA but around the world.

BARRY SIFF
Barry Siff has been involved in the triathlon community as a triathlete since 1986. On the administrative side, Siff joined the USAT Race Director Committee in 2008 and became Chair in 2009. He was elected to the USAT Board of Directors in 2012, and in that same year he was appointed vice president. He held the position of vice president until 2014 when he was elected President. He was also a member of the ITU Executive Board 2015-20 and was a CAMTRI/PATCO Executive Board Member for many of those years. A few highlights during the period under Siff’s leadership include initiating the USAT Foundation, beginning the NCAA Women’s Triathlon initiative, winning the Gold Medal in the Rio Olympics, creating the innovative Project Podium program, and the hiring of Rocky Harris, CEO. While on the ITU/World Triathlon Executive Board, he was the lead in establishing both its Age-Group Commission and its Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Commission, while also being a very active member of both the ITU/WT Women’s and Multisport Committees. In addition, Siff remains active with the US Olympic and Paralympic Committee as the Chair of an Events Working Group within the newly established Commercial Working Group. Beyond Siff’s governance leadership resume, he and his wife, Jodee, founded the very successful race event organization, 5430 Sports in Boulder, ultimately selling eight events to Ironman in 2009. He has been both a USAT Certified Race Director and Certified Coach. Over the past two decades, he has also written for most every triathlon and multisport magazine around the world and continues to contribute to “Triathlete Magazine.” Finally, in 2017, Barry was appointed as a US Department of State Sports Envoy, making trips to Benin (Africa), Panama, and Korea to help spread the spirit of sport.
FRED SOMMER
Fred Sommer has been involved in triathlons since 1984. In the fall of 1984, he started the Central Florida Triathletes Triathlon Club which would later become the company, CFT/Sommer Sports as well as directed the Great Clermont Triathlon (This was Hunter Kemper’s first triathlon). In 2001 he created the TriAmerica National Triathlon Series, Florida Challenge Triathlon, a four race called the Central Florida Sprint Triathlon Series, and the Great Floridian Triathlon. Sommer served on the TriFed USA Board of Directors in the 1980’s, USAT Board of Directors in the late 1990’s, and the USAT Race Director’s Commission. Sommer is also a two-time recipient of the USA Triathlon Race of the Year Award and he was awarded the 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award by the USAT- Florida Region. 

STEVE TARPINIAN
Steve Tarpinian had been involved in the sport of triathlon since 1982 from an age group competitor and contributor perspective. He was an accomplished athlete (finished 18 Ironman races) and had built a successful business that laid the foundation for triathlon (including teams, events and coaching) on Long Island. In 1999, the Mighty Hamptons triathlon (first triathlon on the east coast in 1982) was in danger of extinction. The Southampton Hospital no longer wanted to sponsor the race and Steve’s company stepped in to continue this race and purchased the event. The inaugural event in 1982 had about 200 starters. Because of Steve, this race continues to grow and improve and in 2010, there were over 800 finishers. This event has now been renamed to the Steve Tarpinian Memorial Mighty Hamptons. In addition to the Mighty Hamptons, Steve has created 4 sprint distance triathlons, 2 Olympic distance and 2 pool triathlons (one of which is an all-women's event) and one half distance triathlon for adults in the NY metro area. In addition, he has created multiple youth events to encourage growth of the sport for the next generation of triathletes. Steve was a member of the charter National Coaching Committee that created the USAT Coaching Certification Program and gave continuing education credits seminars for the USAT coaching community. Steve battled depression for years and took his own life on March 15, 2015.

ROBERT VIGORITO 
Began in Multisport, Richmond Triathlon, 1983. Co-founder and Director of the non-profit, Columbia Triathlon Association, (1983) which hosted the National Age Group Championship, 1994, 1997, awarded by USA Triathlon (then Tri-Fed USA), and selected “Race of The Year”. Founded TriColumbia, the Mid-Atlantic premier endurance event production company, 1987. Selected for over 20 Regional Championships. Co-Founder and long-time Chair of USA Triathlon’s Mid-Atlantic Region, 1992+. Served on USA Triathlon Board of Directors, 1986-1994 and Vice President, 1992-1994. Active member of Age Group Commission since 1991. Co-chair of the Judy Flannery Memorial Fund with Celeste Callahan. Assisted with creation of The Blazeman Foundation for ALS & Board member. USA Triathlon Level II Certified Race Director, part of the original class, 2007. Hosted & produced inaugural USATMA Medical Conference. Six-time Hawaii Ironman Finisher. Co Race Director for the inaugural Challenge Triathlon Series in the USA, Atlantic City, 2015. Promoted diversity and inclusivity in multisport, creating and/or producing specific divisions and races in Multisport including:  
Clydesdale/Athena divisions in collaboration with the late Joseph Law, 1985; “Married Couples” divisions; Relay divisions; “Most Improved” Divisions; Military Divisions; Inaugural IronGirl Triathlon, 2005; Enabled IronGirl novices by conducting open water swims, with swim “buddies”; Created first “full” length Triathlon (2.4/112/26.2 mile) in the MA Region, with the debut of the ChesapeakeMan Ultra in 2004; Created TriColumbia Kidz Triathlons, 2006; Co-created/funded Howard County, Maryland “Learn 2 Tri” programs in elementary schools, 2011; Recognized by the International Olympic Committee for a “remarkable contribution as a volunteer to the development of Sport and Olympism and to the promotion of friendship and solidarity among peoples.” 2001. Awarded USA Triathlon’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 2013. Current Ride Director & Board Member, non-profit Pan-Florida Cycling Challenge, Naples, Florida. Married for 38 years to Sharon Ann.  
 
SCOTT ZAGARINO
Scott competed in triathlon as an age-group athlete and pro from 1986-1993. He was the founder of the Pioneer Electronics Triathlon Team and the Triathletes for Kids program. Zagarino was also the founder and race director for the IRONMAN/ Anaheim Memorial Hospital Duathlon. As the Executive Director of the International Federation of Elite Athletes, he also developed in conjunction with Dr. Catlin at UCLA a method of conducting out-of-competition drug testing. This was the first out-of-competition drug test ever conducted in any Olympic sport. He was elected to the Athletes Advisory Commission as well as the USAT Board of Directors for two years (the second year as Vice President). As an elected Athletes Representative by the ITU he helped enforce equal prize money for males and females in ITU races. He is currently a partner in Mark Allen Coaching, which consolidated all of Mark Allen's various enterprises into one company (Mark Allen Sports) and Mark has hired Scott  as the CEO to pull all of these elements together while Mark focuses on coaching.

THOMAS ZIEBART
Thomas Ziebart started producing triathlon events in 1986 –his first race was the Danskin Women’s Triathlon in Boca Raton, Florida.  Ziebart was the race director for one of the largest triathlon series in Florida during the late 80’s early 90’s - The Bud Light Sprint Triathlon Series and Family Fitness weekend and also produced the Tri-Fed National Championship Sprint Triathlon in the late 80’s early 90’s in South Florida. He served on the Tri-Fed Board of Directors for a number of years in the 90’s and was on a team that started the National Training Center in Clermont Florida in the late 1990’s. Ziebert was the series director for the Sara Lee Ironkids Triathlon Series in the late 1990’s and helped put together the first New York Triathlon with the 2012 NYC Olympic committee.  He also helped start the AARP triathlon series with USAT. Thomas Ziebert helped bring the USAT National Age-Group Championship to St. Joseph, MO, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho in the late 1990’s.
He started the Steelhead Triathlon, the IM 70.3 Kansas Triathlon and the IM 70.3 Branson Triathlon in the early 2000’s and sold these events to Ironman in 2010. During his career he has announced over 200 triathlons and competed in over 150 triathlons.   

