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USA TEam Handball BOARD MEETING
[bookmark: _GoBack]Action Taken Without a Meeting Effective May 16, 2020

Pursuant to Section 6.24 of the USA Team Handball (“USATH”) Bylaws, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) took the following actions by email voting with the same effect as action taken at a meeting of the Board:

VOTED: To approve an amendment to the USATH Bylaws by which Article 10 thereof is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the new Article 10 set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto.   

Michael J. Wall
Chair and President



EXHIBIT A

ARTICLE 10.
USA TEAM HANDBALL ATHLETES’ ADVISORY COUNCIL

Section 10.1.  Purpose

The USATH Athletes’ Advisory Council (the “THAAC”) shall be a forum to provide a comprehensive means of communication between athletes and USATH.  The THAAC will lead, serve, and engage athletes to communicate the interests and protect the rights of athletes, and be a conduit to USATH.  The THAAC shall:  

(A) Serve as a vehicle for athlete engagement;
(B)  Endeavor to protect the rights of athletes;
(C)  Provide athlete feedback;
(D)  Build and establish relationships among the disciplines of the sport of handball and the athletes of USATH;
(E)  Advise the three (3) Athletes Directors of the USATH Board of Directors and advocate the interests of athletes in all areas of USATH influence and governance;
(F)  Assist in identifying potential future Athlete Directors and Standing Committee and Ad Hoc Committee members;
(G)  Educate athletes about USATH’s governance structure and applicable USATH rules, regulations and policies, USATH’s Bylaws, the USOPC Bylaws, the Sports Act, IHF Statutes and Bylaws and the IOC rules; and
(H)  Serve as SafeSport, athlete safety and anti-doping ambassadors and advocates.
Section 10.2.  Designation of THAAC Positions; Voter Qualification.  
The THAAC will consist of the following nine (9) individuals:

(A) 	Three (3) positions on the THAAC will be held by the AAC Representative, the Alternate AAC Representative, and the Beach Athlete Director, respectively, each of whom will serve as an ex-officio member of the THAAC. As set forth in Section 12.2 of these Bylaws, in order to vote for candidates for the AAC Representative and the Alternate AAC Representative, one must have, within the ten (10) year period prior to December 31 of the year in which the election is held, represented the United States in the Olympic Games, the Pan American Games, World Championships, or other major international competitions recognized by the IHF (an “Elite Athlete”). Subject to Section 6.6(A1) of these Bylaws, in order to vote for candidates for the Beach Athlete Director, one must have, within the ten (10) year period prior to December 31 of the year in which the election is held, represented the United States in the IHF Beach World Championships, the Pan American Beach Championships or its successor the NORCA/NACHC Beach Championships, the World Beach Games or the World Games.  


	(B)	Two (2) positions must be held by one (1) male and one (1) female indoor Team Handball athlete.  In order to serve in this position in this category, one must have finished in the top half of USATH’s Open National Championships (Elite or Division 1 or such future formatting that is equivalent to Elite or Division 1) within twenty-four (24) months before the election. In order to vote for a candidate for election in this category, one must be a member of USATH at the time of voting.

	(C)	Two (2) positions must be held by (i) one (1) active male Beach Handball athlete  and (ii) one (1) active female Beach Handball athlete.  In order to serve in this position and to vote for a candidate for election in this category, one must have, within the ten (10) years preceding election, represented the United States in the IHF Beach World Championships, the Pan American Beach Championships or its successor the NORCA/NACHC Beach Championships, the World Beach Games or the World Games.

	(D)	Two (2) positions must be held by (i) one (1) male athlete who has played at least one (1) game as a member of the Men’s National Team within the twenty-four (24) month period before the election and (ii) one (1) female athlete who has played (at least one (1) game as a member of the Women’s National Team within the twenty-four (24) month period before the election. In order to vote for the male candidates for election in this category, one must have played at least one (1) game as a member of the Men’s National Team within the twenty-four (24) month period before the election and, in order to vote for the female candidates for election in this category, one must have played at least one (1) game as a member of the Women’s National Team within the twenty-four (24) month period before the election.

	(E)	In addition to the applicable requirements for each position category set forth in subsections (A), (B), (C), and (D) above, in order to serve in a position on the THAAC and to vote for any candidate for election to the THAAC, one (i) must be eighteen (18) years of age or older by December 31 of the year in which the election is held; (ii) must be registered as a member of USATH at the time of voting in the election or applying as a candidate for election, as the case may be; and (iii) must not have a record of a felony criminal conviction involving theft, financial improprieties and other crimes involving moral turpitude or SafeSport sanction or provisional suspension or a criminal conviction or other court sanction of similar nature.  Further, each voter (i) will have only one (1) vote as to each candidate in a category for which the voter is qualified to vote in an election and (ii) will be allowed to vote only for a candidate of their own gender.

Section 10.3.  USOPC Qualifications.  

USATH shall follow all requirements for membership in the THAAC as promulgated by the USOPC or the USOPC AAC, whether set forth in these Bylaws or not. The promulgations of the USOPC and the USOPC AAC supersede and control over any conflicting provisions of these Bylaws.  In the event of a conflict between these Bylaws and such promulgations, the latter shall control. 
Section 10.4.  Election.  

The initial election for the THAAC shall take place before July 1, 2020.  Subsequent elections shall take place between the conclusion of the Summer Olympic Games (beginning with the 2024 Summer Olympic Games) and November 1 of that year.  With respect to the election of individuals other than the ex officio members described in Section 10.2(A) above, the individual with the highest vote total is elected to each of the categories described in Sections 10.2(B), 10.2(C), and 10.2(D), respectively.
Section 10.5.  Term.  

The AAC Representative and the Alternate AAC Representative will serve a term on the THAAC that is concurrent with their tenure on the USOPC AAC and the Beach Athlete Director will serve a term on the THAAC that is concurrent with his or her tenure as a USATH Board member. The term for the remaining members of the THAAC shall be for four (4) years, except that the term of each such initial member of the THAAC shall commence upon their election and expire on December 31, 2024.  

Section 10.6.  Term Limits.

No THAAC member, other than the ex officio members described in Section 10.2(A) above, shall serve for more than two (2) consecutive terms.

Section 10.7.  Chair.  

The THAAC shall elect from among its members, by majority vote, a chair.  The term of office of the chair shall be four (4) years, subject to Sections 10.5 and 10.6.  The newly elected chair shall take office immediately.  The chair shall hold office until the chair’s successor is elected and qualified, or until the chair’s earlier resignation, removal, incapacity, disability or death.

Section 10.8.  Procedures.  

The THAAC may, subject to these Bylaws, establish procedures for conducting its business and affairs and, if such procedures are in written form, then they shall be published and available on the USATH website.  

Section 10.9.  Compensation.  

THAAC members shall not receive compensation for their services as THAAC members.  Each member of the THAAC shall be bound by USATH’s Conflicts of Interest Policy and Code of Conduct.
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