Recently the Chair of the Officials & Rules Advisory Committee has fielded many questions regarding doubles play when one of the competitors is in a wheelchair. 

The question has been under which rules do we play? To answer this question, we must view what was approved by the AGM at the World Championships held in France. This new rule has recently been adopted by USATT. Here is the rule:

Rule 2.8.3: In doubles, when at least one player of a pair is in a wheelchair due to a physical disability, the server shall first make a service, the receiver shall then make a return but thereafter either player of the disabled pair may make returns. However, no part of a player’s wheelchair nor a foot of a standing player of this pair shall protrude beyond the imaginary extension of the centre line of the table. If it does, the umpire shall award the point to the opposing pair.
This means that the doubles pair composed of a wheelchair player and a standing player DO NOT need to strike the ball alternatively after the serve and return. Either player may strike the ball. However, if the opposing team consists of a standing doubles pair, they MUST strike the ball alternatively after the serve and return.

