
APPENDIX W 

 

COACHES CERTIFICATION POLICY 

 

 
Effective January 1, 2017 Coach Certification Requirements: Any coach participating or serving in a coaching capacity, with a desire to 

be permitted on the pool deck, must have obtained a minimum of the following requirements: 

1.  CCP Level 1 – Required for all artistic swimming coaches, excluding Skills Specialists as defined in Appendix C.12, to be on deck 

at any land or water training or sanctioned competition.  

2. CCP Levels 1 and 2 – Required for all coaches to be on deck at any Regional or Zone Championship or National Championship 

(including the U.S. Collegiate Championship and the U.S. Masters Championship), unless the coach was certified at CCP Level 1 

less than one year prior to the relevant Regional or Zone or National Championship.  
3.  CCP Levels 1, 2 and 3 – Required for all coaches to be on deck at any Zone or National Championship, unless the coach was 

certified at CCP Level 1 less than one year prior to the relevant National Championship. 

4.  Properly submitted safety credentials (Current CPR/First Aid).  

5.  National Center for Safety Initiatives (“NCSI”) Background Check (parental consent required for minors under 18 years of age). 

6.      Current SafeSport training – Required for all coaches to be on deck at any sanctioned competition. time. 

 
1.02 Testing Policies: In order to obtain the specified levels, the following procedures are required. Candidates who fail written tests must retest. 

Each certification is good for four (4) years. Certification expires on December 31st, four (4) years from the completion of the test. 

A.  CCP Level 1 Requirements:  
1.  Minimum: 16 15 years of age. 

2.  Fees: Training Course and Test fees are set by and payable to USAAS. 

3.  Membership: USAAS Youth or Adult Instructor, Youth or Adult Professional, Youth or Adult Competitive Athlete, Youth or 

Adult Athlete or Youth or Adult Life Membership required.   

4.  Training Materials: USAAS Rulebook in addition to Online course materials. 
5.  Current CPR, First Aid Certification, NCSI Background Check (parental consent required for minors under 18 years of age) and 

SafeSport training.  

B.  CCP Level 2 Requirements: 

1.  Minimum: 16 years of age. 

2.  Fees: Level 2A Training Course and Test fees are set by and payable to an outside source USAAS. Level 2B Training Course and 
Test fees are set by and payable to USAAS. 

3.  Membership: USAAS Youth or Adult Professional or Youth or Adult Life Membership required. 

4.  Training Materials: USAAS Rulebook in addition to Online course materials. 

5.  Current CPR, First Aid Certification, NCSI Background Check (parental consent required for minors under 18 years of age) and 

SafeSport training.  
6.  Current CCP Level 1. 

 
1.04 Maintenance of Specific Rating: To maintain the CCP certification, the coach must complete at least: 

•     One (1) CCP course (current level or higher per requirements); or 

•     Attend a Coaches College every four (4) years; or  

•     Any other requirement approved by the USAAS Education Director.  

 

This includes any “grandfathered” coaches. If the coach fails to complete this, the certification will become invalid and the coach will have 

one (1) year to complete the requirements and maintain their level. If the coach fails to complete their renewal by this date December 31st of 
the posted year their certification will lapse. If that occurs, and the individual wishes to be an active coach again, they will need to start from 

the beginning with Level 1. 

  A.  All coaches must be current in NCSI Background Check (parental consent required for minors under 18 years of age) and SafeSport 

training. 

  B.  SafeSport training. 
C.   All coaches must be current in CPR and First Aid Certification.  

 
 
Rationale:  
Coach Certification Requirements. The changes to the Level 1 Coach Certification requirements for CCP Level 1 is requested as it 
is important for all levels of coaches to go through training. At this time if you have a new coach or coach-athlete working with 
athletes, they may not have learned the correct techniques or safety issues that may arise during their training.  
 
1.02 Changing required age for CCP Level 1 to 15 years old to align with Level 1 Judge Certification. 
 
1.04 after completion of a CCP course, a coach is now current for 4 years, for example if they completed the course in 2017 with 
a posted expiration of 2021, they are then given a grace period of 1 year to renew. We are asking that the 4-year certification is 
a hard deadline with no grace period allowed. 
 
The rest of the changes are clarifications or with wording. 


