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USA SOFTBALL
USA Softball (USAS) is a 501(c)(3) not-for profit

organization headquartered in Oklahoma City,

Okla., and is designated as the National

Governing Body (NGB) of Softball in the United

States and a member of the United States

Olympic & Paralympic Committee. One of the

nation’s largest sports organizations, USAS

sanctions competition through a network of

Local Associations, which includes all 50

states and select metro associations.  USAS is

dedicated to providing people of all ages the

opportunity to play the game they love at a

variety of levels by offering recreational,

league, tournament and competitive play for

fast pitch, slow pitch and modified pitch.  USAS

annually conducts thousands of tournaments

throughout the country including over 100

National Championships.  The USAS umpire

program is among the nation’s largest and are

widely known as the best trained umpires in

the game. 

 

As the NGB for the sport of softball, USAS is

responsible for training, equipping and

promoting the six USA Softball National Teams

that compete in events such as the Olympics,

Pan American Games, World Championships and

other international and domestic events. For

more information on USAS, including its founding

and history as the Amateur Softball

Association of America (ASA), please

visit, www.USASoftball.com.
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- JANIE REED

The message ‘Stand Beside Her’
isn’t just about our team. It’s
about us standing beside the
girl that wants to be where
we are one day, it’s about men
pledging to stand beside women
in full support, it’s
about standing beside the
United States of America. The
title is so much more than a
catchy phrase and we are so
much more than softball
players, so I think it’s
perfectly fitting.



CREDENTIALS

All requests for press and photo credentials should

be submitted to Codi Warren

(cwarren@usasoftball.com) no later than seven (7)

days prior to the event. Priority is given to daily

newspapers, television stations and radio stations

with sports programming. If approved, credentials

will be available for pick up the day of the event.

Credentials will be issued to working media only.

Family and friends are not allowed in the press area.

ACCREDITATION

All persons covering USA Softball representing a media organization (print,

electronic, etc.) must have completed and passed a Background Check through USA

Softball.
 

 Once a Background Check has been completed and passed, media members will be added to the official event

media credential list. The credential must be displayed at all times by media. Any unauthorized use of the

credential will result in the credential being withdrawn.

 

Credentials for all TV personnel (whether rights holder or non-rights holder) must only be those issued by  

USA Softball. Media identification badges will not be allowed for admittance into the venue in place of an

official tournament accreditation.

 

Under no circumstances, throughout the duration of the event may an athlete, coach, official, or any other

accredited participant be accredited or act as a journalist or in any other media capacity unless

specifically approved as such by  USA Softball.

 

Accreditation guarantees access to the competition venue, main media center, and other areas of needed

access unless restrictions appear necessary. USA Softball will make every effort to satisfy reasonable

requests of the accredited media.

 

Credentials pick-up will be available at a location determined by the USA Softball National Office

communications staff.



All media desiring to interview athletes after games – and require further time than allowed in the

mixed zone – should send their request to the USA Softball National Office communications staff member

and return it to the on-site USA Softball media representative or assigned representative prior to the

conclusion of the game. The athletes will be available – after head coach’s permission – in the media

interview area inside the press center or in a similar designated area off the field of play. The athlete

will be taken to the interview area by the on-site USA Softball media representative.

 

Athletes will be available for 5-10 minutes post-game prior to autograph signings, after which media

may request additional time with athletes. Athletes will be available no longer than 30 minutes after

the conclusion of autographs.

 

If a press conference is scheduled, it will take place at the conclusion of each game. All accredited

members of the media have access to press conferences. 

 

Media access to the locker rooms is not permitted.

 

Media access to the athletes housing is restricted. Written authorization must be obtained from the on-

site USA Softball media representative.

 

Media photographers will be restricted at the competition venue to those areas approved by the USA

Softball media representative and, as it relates to the field of play, the USA Softball Director of

Umpires.

 

Seating is limited in the press box area. Therefore, we ask your cooperation please in not occupying

media seating unless the team you are covering is playing. If that team isn’t playing and you desire to

watch the game in progress, extra seating may be available upon request.

PLAYER AND TEAM ACCESS



Any news report that is less than five minutes in

length is considered to be a news story and exempt

from a television rights fee.

 

Any story that exceeds the five minutes guideline is

subject to a rights fee to be agreed upon in writing no

less than ten days prior to the event with the USA

Softball.

VIDEO

Non-rights holders will be limited to bringing only one hand-held camera into the venue.

All live reports must be broadcast from an area approved by USA Softball, in compliance with the

national governing body’s policy prohibiting live game action from being visible in the background.

Regarding the location of hand-held cameras during game play, non-rights holder personnel will NOT be

allowed on field level. Shooting must be done from the allowed locations within the seating and/or

press areas, but in a position so as to not block the view of spectators trying to watch the game.

Game coverage may be aired only after the game has been completed. The component of the report (news

show) containing the USA Softball event footage specifically must not be sponsored.

The duration of the footage aired in any one news program must not exceed a total of five (5) minutes. 

 

Televising any part of a game live is not allowed without written permission from  USA Softball. 

 

USA Softball may provide B-roll of the activities upon request. The fee for this will be determined by USA

Softball.

 

The sale of footage or use for non-news reporting purposes by non-rights holders is strictly prohibited.

Furthermore, non-rights holders will not make available or provide footage to any third party without

the express written consent of USA Softball.

 

Use of USA Softball highlight videos is allowed for editorial purposes only. Any other usage is prohibited

without express written consent from the USA Softball National Office.

STILL AND MOVING FOOTAGE

Selling of still and moving footage is prohibited without express written consent from

the USA Softball National Office.



The USA Softball website (www.usasoftball.com) will

house all official communication, including press

releases and game statistics. 

 

Statistics will also be available in the press room

for members of the media.

GAME SCORES + STATS

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

Media are expected to follow the guidelines set forth in this document, as well as the instructions

of USA Softball staff and security, at the risk of limitation of access or revocation of credentials.

Media credentials are issued with the purpose of providing access to interviews and written, audio

and visual accounts of the game as appropriate. Media members should not use their credentials to

gain access to autograph sessions, personal photographs or to solicit commercial requests.
 

NO AUTOGRAPHS OR PERSONAL PHOTOGRAPHS DURING MEDIA ACCESS
 

Media credentialed for access to shoot photographs and video are expected to use professional

equipment to file photographic or video accounts. Use of equipment such as ‘point and shoot’ style

cameras or mobile telephones that are not considered professional equipment will result in access

being restricted or rescinded.

Reproduction, distribution, republication and

retransmission of USA Softball trademarks,

logos, service marks, and images are prohibited unless

the prior written permission from USA Softball has

been obtained.

USE OF LOGOS + IMAGES


