
Minutes
Rink Hockey Conference Call
Sunday, April 24, 2016
1:00pm EDT

On Call: Tom Hughes, Don Allen, Bryan Moyer, Bryce Robinson, Mark Brailey, Pat Ferguson, Jim Jost, and Kylie Hughes (Athlete Representative to USARS)


1. Treasurer’s Report: $ 942.90 in our account. The second request for payment was sent to the individual owing our Committee money via certified mail. It was received, but we haven’t received any response. Tom will send out the final request via certified mail with our plans for recovery, if we need to go any further.

2. Referee’s Report: Status of Tests Mark sent Tom the tests for submission to Brent for the website.  From level 1-3A, the total number of questions is 70. This does not include the required floor tests. Discussion was made regarding floor tests and when the best time to have someone floor tested at Nationals would be. This would need to be scheduled for the best times for the tests and the games involved. We are in dire need of referees for our Regional and National Tournaments. We need to find people to fill these voids, teach them and get them certified for refereeing.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ladies Camp Report: The camp in Merced was a very good training camp for our Ladies. We need to thank Bryce Robinson and Roller Land Merced for the use of their facility and for providing some men’s teams for our ladies to scrimmage against. With the drills, matchup scrimmages and the men’s team scrimmages, this camp helped some of them get a better understanding of man to man defense. They all played hard and went home tired and sore. Sure signs of a successful training camp. Our new selection process for the National Teams (16 floor players and 4 goalies) seems to be working out great. 

4. Activities for Nationals:  Preview arena.  Fundraising and promotional ideas As stated before, we would like to sell 10 banners and 10 program ads for the local businesses to help support our Championships. The banners would be better for larger national and international corporations. The ads would work for local businesses offering coupons and specials for our players, officials and families. We can also have talk over commercials during the breaks in the games for local, national and international sponsors. Tom and Kylie will get a telephone directory when they travel to Lincoln for the USARS Board meeting in May and contact some of the local business for ad space. If anyone has ideas or suggestions, let us know and we will pursue your ideas.

5. Branding:  Logo? Our logo designer has moved and settled into his new surroundings. He has decided which pictures to use and is finalizing his design. We hope he will send it out for Committee approval within the next 7-10 days.

6. Men’s and U20 World Team Tryouts:  Immediately following National Championships Tom has been contacted by a number of players regarding the schedule for the U20 and Men’s National Team tryouts. As he has tried to explain, we will not have a definite schedule until we get an exact number of Teams coming to Nationals and our schedule has been worked out. Hockey is scheduled from July 16-23. We would suggest that you plan to stay through Saturday night just to be safe. Until we get a consensus on the number of teams, we cannot guarantee an exact time for the tryouts. Tom will contact Alan this week to inform him of our plans and the International meets coming up.

7. Pan Am Games: November 23-27 in Medellin, Colombia The Pan Am Championships is very important to our sport. We have not been involved in these games for a number of years and it is imperative that we get a men’s and a ladies team to Colombia. Tom has a preliminary budget and a preliminary deposit amount worked out for both the Ladies World and Pan Am tournaments and will make it available for anyone planning on going.  The Men’s and Ladies teams should be ready to pay their deposits at the end of the tryout camp at Nationals. If you are trying out, you can get the information from Tom at akskatertom@yahoo.com or call him at (907) 244-4018.

8. Hockey Awards and Recipients: We will get our nominations for the “Billy Sisson Award “, the “Rink Hockey Skater of the Year Award” and any other award nominations  to Tom ASAP for the Board Meeting in May.

9. New Business: We pointed out that the request we made for the reduction in coach’s annual renewals has been sent to the Board Meeting for approval. Tom and Kylie (the Rink Hockey Player Representative to the USARS Board) will work with the other Board members to help this get approved for our sport. We also have asked that we be able to use our own credentials for our coaches. We know they will work hard to get this approved at the Board Meeting May 13-15. Tom will be in on the representatives meeting in Buenos Aires the weekend of May 21-22 to discuss possible rule changes and our plan for the upcoming FIRS hockey symposium in Rome June 10-12. Tom is working on a budget for the Board to send him to Rome for the symposium. We feel that for the wellbeing of our sport, we must have representation for our Country at the FIRS symposium.

10. Next Committee Meeting:  May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. With the many things happening the weekends in May, the RSA convention, Mother’s Day, the USARS Board Meeting, May 13-15, the meeting in Argentina and Memorial Day, the next conference call has been scheduled for Wednesday, May 25, 2016 at 10:00PM EDT. 

