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USARS Inline Hockey Committee Meeting

  
Teleconference

Monday, October 11, 2021 8:00 p.m.


Attending: Jon Roux, Keith Noll, Chalie Sgrillo Sr., Dave Marmorstein, Jonathan Mosenson and Melanie Bogus

Missing: Chalie Sgrillo Jr. and Dustin Brown

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Dave Marmorstein took a team to Roccarasso, Italy.  This was far different from the past.  Thirteen players did not return from previous years.  In August, six players dropped out when the games were moved from August to September, due to college commitments.  Also, five days before the team left, the European Union changed entry requirements.  However, with myriad challenges, the team brought home a bronze medal and all players and staff tested negative for Covid the entire time they were in Italy.  The team lost the most important game to Spain by one point in the semi-final game.  Dave stated he was extremely proud of the newer players who were great ambassadors for the United States.  Four players donated their equipment, all of their equipment, to the team from India.  Over the past 10 years, the Senior Women’s team brought home six gold medals, three silver medals and one bronze medal.

Future Events

1. The IWGA – World Games will be held in Birmingham, Alabama in July 2022.

2. The America’s Cup (officially the South American Games of Wheel Sports San Juan) are expected be held in Argentina, although not confirmed, possibly in March.
3. The World Roller Games will be in Argentina in November 2022.  There is a rumor circulating that the World Roller Games will be held in Paris, France in 2024.  The name of this event is changing to World Skate Games.

In some cases, games are being held for senior teams only.  Due to the pressure to enter teams in each event, the lack of a junior division and multiple events in some years, the committee is considering selecting a second team to attend some of the events.  We need to gather more information on the point system that will be used but this could provide a feeder system.

NEW BUSINESS

WORLD SKATE AMERICA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE - Several committee members have had discussions with members of the World Skate Inline Hockey Technical Committee.  They would like to reorganize, creating sub-divisions-technical committees for different continents.  This would include World Skate Africa, World Skate Asia (chaired by Ramin), World Skate Europe (chaired by Tomas) and World Skate America (chaired by Eddy).  World Skate America would encompass both North America and South America.  They are considering holding World Championships every other year, with the continental games being held in years when the World Championships are not played.  These would be qualifiers for the World Championships.  Eddy Rojas stated he would not accept the position as the head of this committee unless he is allowed to select his committee.  He would like to select a person who is not on the USARS Inline Hockey Committee to represent the United States.  Jon Roux had a conversation with him and stated the representative needs to be selected by USARS and the USARS Inline Hockey Committee.  In the past, the USARS board voted to select members from different discipline to represent the United States in World Skate America.  Jonathan Mosenson questioned whether the international governing body can circumvent the national governing body in this matter.  Keith will phone Eddy and speak to him regarding this.  He can ask Eddy what specifically he is looking for in a committee member.  The committee agreed USARS has the right to vote on the representation.

EMAIL 

There has been considerable miscommunication with World Skate.  To prevent this, USARS has provided our committee with an official USARS email address, inlinehockey@usarollersports.org.  Chalie Sr. is monitoring this email. He will copy Jon or Keith on any emails.  All emails will be checked for grammatical accuracy.  Committee members should not share private emails written by other committee members.  

OLYMPIC GAMES PETITION 

There has been a petition going around, created by a fellow named Bill Raue, collecting signatures to have inline hockey included in the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles.  There was much discussion regarding the committee spearheading this action.  Chalie stated Heidi is working on an official USARS petition that can be used to collect signatures.   Keith cautioned that this should be initiated by World Skate to prevent discourse with the World Skate executive board.  Jonathan Mosenson suggested if we were to initiation this action, it might be wise to wait and allow the current petition to die down.

USARS WEEKEND WARRIOR MEMBERSHIP

The committee would like to inquire to the USARS Board of Directors regarding a USARS Weekend Warrior membership.  This would allow us to hold tryouts that are not cost prohibitive to the athletes.  Keith suggested a cost of $20.  Half could be used to pay the insurance associated with the event and half could be used by USARS.   Tryouts could be done at the Junior Olympics, State Wars or possibly the USOPC training facility.  Keith has asked the technical committee to allow an extra year of eligibility to juniors due to the pandemic and no junior games being held this year.

WEBSITE

Chalie Jr. would like all members to provide a brief biography and head shot to be uploaded to the website.  Eventually, this will be extended to coaches and staff.

COACHES 

The committee voted to recommend to the USARS Board the following as coaches for the World Games:

Senior Men - Tim McManus

Senior Women – Dave Marmorstein

Each will select staff to assist.  These will be announced in the future.

USARS COACHING LEVELS

The USARS Inline Hockey coaching will have three certification levels which coaches will progress through.

TEAMS FOR TOURNAMENTS

Players and coaches should not be organizing teams consisting of all Team USA members to enter tournaments.  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

No committee members expire this year.  The committee discussed the need for additional members and decided, at this time, additional members are not needed.  There has been a lull recently in completing committee goals but this is due to Covid and the challenges it presents.

OLD BUSINESS

FINANCIAL REPORT

Melanie updated the committee on the money that is available from previous years.  Our balance carryover from 2020 was $8525.41.  Team deposits were made by USARS to World Skate for the Senior Men and Senior Women in the amount of $1,100 each for the World Championships in Roccarasso.  This leaves a balance of $6325.41.  Keith stated AAU will be sending $25,000 to USARS soon.  Of this, $5,000 should be targeted to the Inline Hockey Committee.

OTHER CONCERNS

Keith made a motion to have the USARS membership fees of the volunteer committee members covered in our expenses,  This will begin in the current year.  This was seconded by Chalie Sr. and the committee voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  Members are reminded to obtain their membership, if they have not done so.  Members will be required to obtain their membership so they may consent to the background check and will be reimbursed for the expense at a later time.

Jonathan Mosenson stated Anthony Merrigan is interested in starting a tournament series to generate interest in the program.  By starting regionally, this could be a way to increase interest and perhaps generate income for the program.

Keith made a motion to adjourn at 9:37.

Chalie seconded and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted by Melanie Bogus.  The minutes were approved by five of the six members who attended.
