
Minutes
Rink Hockey Conference Call
Wednesday December 13, 2017
10:00pm EDT

On Call: Bryce Robinson, Kylie Hughes, Don Allen, Pat Ferguson, Tom Hughes

1. Treasurer’s Report:     Available Balance:  $5361.85

2. Referee committee-
A. Jim provided feedback from his observations at the World Games with the referees committee. He and Pat would have the best info on that since the other members of the referees committee were not included in Roller Games. I could only see so much via the live feeds. The Committee respects the opinions of Pat and Jim and advise Duane to carry on with his discussions and feedback with them.

B. The new FIRS rule book should be made available on the USARS website for clubs to have access. The committee can place a link to the rule book on the FB page. The new FIRS Rule book is available on the USARS website and has been up on their site since the first part of August when it became available.

C. Tom asked for ways to find new referees for nationals in an email to me. 
3. 1. This has to start at the local level. This responsibility falls to region directors to get people involved and into the process.  The local and regional meet directors should ask for anyone interested in refereeing and get their name to USARS and Duane and get them tested at least for level 1 ASAP.
4. 2. I still have no copies of the written tests which I have asked for to get new people started in the process. Brent had these tests available, but Tom will send them to Duane tomorrow. Hopefully Duane will be able to rewrite the tests according to the new rules and get them back to Tom and Brent quickly.
5. 3. We need more than $10 a game for Nic and Scott at nationals. They are not new. Even if we can get a half share each that would be appropriate (I think) for the vital help they provide. Since they both play WC I think that is fair. If someone isn’t able to officiate WC I understand not getting a full share. I think we as a referee committee have all talked about that and can find a common ground. Tom will request an increase to $15 per game for the volunteer referees from the USARS executive Committee.
6. 4. Can USARS provide a list of qualified officials from the last several years in our sport? If we can set up messages/meetings/seminars as officials that updated info can be vital to getting registered officials involved or reinvigorated and back to nationals. Tom will contact Brent and get a list together before January
7. 5. There needs to be some follow through on invitations to officials that have been invited. The McNeely and Tolomei situations last nationals were not acceptable and left us very short on officials. For the amount of games that the officials were asked to do, I thought the officials did well. Players in two division are playing 10-15 games in that week, the referees are doing 32-38 games. All referees are doing their best, but by week’s end, that adds up and some are still playing to help fill teams. There’s only one group that can extend these invites and that’s the voting committee. This needs to be followed through by those that can vote. The list of invited referees was made available in April of 2017 and approved by the USARS Board. Tom tried multiple times to contact Tolomei, however he got no response so he contacted Jim. Jim informed us at the referee meeting in Lincoln, that Tolomei wasn’t coming. Gary was supposedly contacted by another hockey player, but we were told at the referee meeting at Nationals, he wasn’t coming. From now on, we will need written confirmation (e-mail or text) as to whether the referees are coming or not by the April BOD Meeting.

D. Now that Brian has decided to resign, who is setting up the rink? Will his club still give the organization the time? Without his club’s help and the officials who arrived early that floor and netting wouldn’t be ready. Again: a day which the referees (who are paid to be here, as so many say) are putting in several hours lining the floor while not being paid for that day. Tom will get a crew together to get the walls set in place and secured in place by Friday night before the start of Nationals, if not sooner, so two referees can line the floor either Friday night or Saturday morning. Tom will also request an extra days pay for two compensated referees to line the floor.

8. USA Technical rules:   The USA Rink Hockey Technical Rules are available on the USARS Website along with the FIRS Playing Rules of the Game. The only changes in the Technical Rules were the effective dates of the Rules.

9. Coach’s Report: Don is rewriting the Tests after Christmas. You can still get a restricted level at the National Championships. You have one year to test for a level 1. You must hold your level 1 for one year and then you can test for a Level 2. You must hold your Level 2 for two years and then you can test for Level 3. There is no test for Level 4 or Elite Coach. You must send your application and coaching resume into USARS and the Elite coach’s Committee will vote on your application. Just a reminder that ALL coaches must pass a background check, they must pass the USARS and the USOC’s Safe sport tests and you must pass the WADA examination.

10. National’s Suggestions:  We had a discussion on the survey sent out by USARS on returning to Lincoln in 2019. The total vote for every discipline was 63.9% against and 36.1% for returning to Lincoln. The National Venue Committee has been aggressively looking and sending packets out to other Cities to host the National Championships. The Hockey Committee voted to honor our commitment to Lincoln this year, but we will not go back to Lincoln in 2019. We then discussed holding our own Championships separate from the other disciplines and decided we would wait on the results from the Venue Committee before making our decision. 

11. Selection Camps and possible Coaches: Even though it was decided that Don and Tom would be in charge of the Ladies Team again, we voted on it again and they were approved. For the Senior Men’s Team, Pat Ferguson and Jim Jost were voted on and approved. Nominated for the U20 Men’s Team Coach’s position were Nic Robinson and Scott Ferguson. Scott was voted into that position. Nominated for the Manager position for the U20 Team: Nic Robinson, Ruben Leni Jr. and Rodrigo Calvo-Leni. Rodrigo was voted into the manager’s position. Congratulations to the Coaches and Managers elected. You must get together and plan a tryout camp before Nationals. The National Team is to be chosen before Nationals (16 Floor Players and 4 goalies). The Final selection of 8 floor players and 2 goalies is supposed to be done the Nationals before the World Roller Games (WRG). The Ladies tryout Camp is already scheduled for January 13 & 14 in Merced, CA. Jim Trussell volunteered to help out with the training at the camp.

12. 2019 WRG Requirements: According to the World Skate (FIRS), they just received the proposal from Barcelona regarding the number of skaters, teams, and competitive plan. World Skate (FIRS) will review the plan and get together with Barcelona to work out a final plan for ALL of the Disciplines.  We hope to see the results soon.  The 2019 World Roller Games (WRG) are scheduled the first two weeks of July. Therefore, to be eligible for the 2019 WRG, you MUST play in your own Division at the 2018 Rink Hockey National Championships.

13. Sub Committees:  Grassroots and Fundraising/Sponsorship Tom will contact Sheri Lewis and send her the Power Point Presentation, see if she has anyone else interested in joining her Committee and see if she needs anything else. We are still looking for volunteers for both committees.

14. [bookmark: _GoBack]New Business: We had a long discussion on Team travel. We know this year’s travel to China was ridiculous, with the delays, typhoons, lost luggage, etc., but it was noted that some people got separated from their group going through Customs. We try to have a leader for each group to keep count and know the location of everyone in their group. We know that everyone is looking for cheaper travel overseas, but we need to arrive within 3 hours of each other just for the ground transportation alone. We recommend that ALL Team Members meet at the same departure airport from the U.S. and return to the same airport together. New Committee Members. We are taking nominations (we already have 3, Nic Robinson, Rodrigo Calvo-Leni, and Scott Ferguson)  for Rink Hockey Committee Members. We need 2 Athlete representatives for the Committee. To be considered, you must: 1). be a current member of USA Roller Sports. 2). you must have been a member of a USA World Team within the last 10 years. 3). send in your resume to USARS.  The deadline for nominations is January 15, 2018.

15. Next Committee Meeting:     Wednesday, January 24, 2018.
