
Minutes
Rink Hockey Conference Call
Wednesday March 22, 2017
10:00pm EDT
On Call: Tom Hughes, Bryce Robinson, Pat Ferguson, Brian Moyer, Don Allen, Kyle Hughes, & Jim Jost

1. Treasurer’s Report:
$1367.85 balance
2. Referee’s Report:
Referee committee:
1. Lubbock tournament and Nic's test. It's looking less likely that Duane can attend due to flight prices. If Mark and Jim are there, Nic Robinson could floor test.
2. Re: Nationals we need to make sure we have tape for the floor. We were running low last year.
3. Floor test form being sent to Jim and Mark today for review.
Duane McMinn, CMMA
Nicolas Tolomei, from Argentina said he would be willing to referee if we pay hotel and some food.  Duane McMinn will be the head referee for Nationals and Pat Ferguson, Jim Jost and Mark Brailey will be the other compensated referees for nationals, and Nicolas will also referee with hotel & food only compensated. Referees will arrive in Lincoln at the Speedway Sporting Village on Saturday 7/15, in the morning or early afternoon and will depart Lincoln on Saturday 7/22.
3. 2017 National Championships:
Some coaches have requested that all finals be held on the last day of nationals. We have also heard that some prefer to leave early. USARS will send out a survey to confirm what skaters/coaches really want.  Pat stated we need to see how many teams we get in each division for scheduling purposes before we make a decision.  Committee feels we need to see the entries and survey results. 
Tom has a program for opening ceremonies and is in contact with a couple that can be announcers.  He is going to meet with them and report to us next meeting on costs. Announcers work for the airlines so fare would be free. 

4. World Team Update:
Sub 20 & Ladies roster is set.
              Senior Men’s roster must be in next week by March 31st. Roster to come to Jim Jost.

5. 2017 World Roller Games: Nanjing, China, Arrival August 25th departing September 10.
New scheduled has come out – no change for rink hockey teams. Tom reported Men & Ladies rink hockey will be played in Longjiang Gymnasium and Juniors at Nanjing Tech University.  USARS is working on securing the Shuang Men Lou Hotel for rooms. The Deposit has been lowered to $650 and needs to be to USARS by April 28th.  Brian requested official packets be sent to all players that are going to the World Roller Games, emailed if possible, out by USARS requesting the deposit, where to send it and who to make the payment to. The packet e-mail will be sent to the coaches and managers of the Teams to forward to the players. Parents and guests requesting to go with team will have to make arrangements through USARS.

6. Rink Hockey Awards: Player of the Year, Bill Sisson Award, Meritorious Service
Bill Sisson Award selected, Meritorious Service Selected, Player of the Year not selected

7. USARS New Business: Season
USARS is allowing disciplines to set their own seasons. Art and speed are keeping the September 1st through August 31st season.  After much discussion it was decided that for now, Rink hockey season will remain the same, September 1st through August 31st.  Committee also believes new cards should not be required for the World Roller Games since the games start during the current hockey season and end after the new season has begun. 

8. [bookmark: _GoBack]New Business:  New Committees
Tom stated that two sub committees, a Grass Roots Committee and a Sponsorship Committee need to be organized. Members of these sub committees do not have to be committee members. He asked the committee to come up with some suggestions of people to Chair and populate these committees by the next meeting. Brian brought up the national $50 fee that is to go for the World Teams. Tom stated that they did receive the fee for last year and the fee was used for the Ladies World Team. Jim stated that any money coming to rink hockey needs to go into the foundation account and then be dispersed out for accounting purposes. Tom said Bill had set it up to go directly to the traveling World Team, but this would be done in the future and that Melanie from USARS was in the process of cutting the Foundation a check for the past monies we haven’t received. Tom will keep us posted on the progress. Brian suggested we start a rink hockey Facebook page for coaches’ information including teams that might need players. Don said he has done this for the Ladies and that access needs to be monitored. Don & Brian will work on the project.

9. Next Committee Meeting:  Wednesday, April 19th
