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What! Something New—Again?

Jason Holloman
Publisher

e always seem to be heralding
W some ‘“‘new happening” or “new

age” in our editorial columns,
but, when you have your ear as close to
the ground as we do, every little move-
ment somebody makes seems like an
earthquake to us. We are guilty of over-
reacting at times, but it is only in your
interest that we do so. We just want you
to know everything that is going on with
our sport and prompt you to think about it
a little. So let’s talk about what’s new in
our magazine and in our sport.

Computers are making some interest-
ing changes in racquetball. If you look at
our article entitled “How Do You Rate?”
you will discover that with the help of the
computers provided by the American
Racquetball Handicap System you can
pinpoint your level of play and select bet-
ter playing partners. No more guesswork
as to where you or your fellow players sit
in your division. It's going to make tour-
naments much fairer and easier to seed.
In fact, it will do wonders for your game
and your club—if it is implemented.

Computers are also being used by
some clubs to tap into a member’s bank
account for his membership fees. It’s
automatic, efficient and you can cancel
the service anytime if you are displeased.
No surprises or hassles about your mem-
bership. Sounds good for everybody. Ask
your club about it.

Has everybody seen the movie Splash
yet? The reason | ask is that there are
some outrageously funny scenes in this
spring smash hit and one of the scenes is
about racquetball. Touchstone films was
kind enough to send us some behind the
scenes photos. The movie was directed
by the very talented Ron Howard
(remember Oppie?). | also hear that there
is a new movie in the works that is totally
about racquetball. I'll let you know more
when | hear about it.

And look at our schedule of events!
Who said this sport was only a September
through April affair? Goodness, the Men’s,
Women’s and Amateur Nationals in May,

| June and July are coming up fast with

more entrants and prize money than ever
before. But, by the looks of what's going
to happen next year, this year is just a
warm up for bigger and better events for
racquetball. Check out our Editor’s
column, “Professional Racquetball is
Back,” for some surprising news about
the pro tour and then read the interview
with Luke St. Onge about the explosive
movements happening in amateur rac-
quetball. Talk about changes!

Some things never change, though,
and one of them is good racquetball. In
this issue we have coverage for the

| Women’s Bangor, Maine, pro stop and
the Men’s Cheyenne, Wyoming, Crack
Shooter Tournament. For some of the
women pros, they're just thankful that
they made it to the tournament. It’s an
interesting story. As for the Crack Shooter
stop, Steve Galassini told me over the
phone that it was a very successful and
tough tournament for all that entered. A
few rookies had it out for the pros
and...well, read it yourself.

Speaking of good racquetball, in our
continuing series on racquetball’s great
matches, read the account of the battle
between Davey Bledsoe and Marty Hogan
in the 1977 Nationals. There are some
surprising facts behind the encounter that
you're sure to enjoy.

Got any bets placed on who might win
the Men's Nationals this year? It might do
you some good to take a peek at who may
be the the odds-on favorite to win in
1984, or, if you're going to play in the
Nationals, you might study our instruc-
tionals by Mike Yellen to sharpen up your
skills a bit. Next month we will feature the
odds on the Women’s Nationals.

There’s more that’s new, so go ahead
and read on. You'll find the most up-to-
date information on racquetball available
anywhere, but, if you think we've left
something out, why not send us a note?




N [ c!lc7s to the Editor

Feedback on Sportsmanship

Dear Editor,

I've just finished reading your article
(February 1984) on sportsmanship. |
agreed with a few of your points, but 1
don’t believe that any sports should have
to, as you said, “define what acceptable
behavior is.” Whether ’'m on a basket-
ball, tennis or racquetball court, my atti-
‘tude toward being a good sport doesn’t
change with each game. I also disagree
with people who say, “He has such a bad
attitude on the court, but off the court he’s
-different.” Whether a fierce competitor or
a non-chalant participant, you are who
' you are on and off the court.

No Sybil here,
Stacey Fletcher

- Dear Editor, ,

Although I am not Drew’s mother, I do
agree with him. | think I did see his
mother at a recent tournament—she was
leaving during the finals mumbling some-
thing about the players’ infantile behav-
ior. She said she could tell they were
adults because they weren't wearing
diapers. ,

- . lagree whole-heartedly that something
needs to be done and soon—maybe if
-there were training for referees or some
kind of certification program. I have had
some of my matches refereed by some-
one who hadn’t heard of an avoidable
hinder or technical foul. Maybe ejecting
players with less than appropriate behav-
ior would be a start! Once I thought | was
dreaming because 1 saw and heard a
referee issue a technical warning and then
() he issued agechnical foul to a player for
using profane and abusive language. If |
give you the referee’s name could you
possibly have him cloned?

Racquetball is now beginning to get
positive national exposure (It’s featured
in three national commercials—well, it’s
a start. . . ). Let’s not let the actions of a
_few spoiled players ruinit for all the rest of
- _us. Imagine the publicity if someone were
badly injured or worse while playing
racquetball.

The problem is not the lack of rules—
just that rules are not enforced. Maybe
tournament directors should state on the
entry forms that AARA rules WILL be
strictly enforced, especially those con-
cerning technical fouls.

. Well, Drew, tell your Mom “Hi” for me.

Judy E. Lawrence

AND SPEAKING OF REFEREE
CERTIFICATION

Dear Editor,

Racquetball is an exciting game that,
when played properly, is a safe fitness
builder. As the game of racquetball grows
into a diverse industry, there appears to
be a need for a group whose efforts will
focus on long term growth for all aspects
of the industry.

Moves are underway to form this
group which will be modeled after similar
associations in golf and tennis. Our asso-
ciation, the United States Professional
Racquetball Association (USPRA), will
have as its major purpose:

—To provide more opportunities for
the general public to actively and pas-
sively enjoy the game of racquetball.

The USPRA, an organization for
teaching professionals, will concentrate
on 5 programs of major concern to the
industry:

—Player Ability Ranking System

—Teacher Certification

—Rules/Referee Certification

—Programming Seminars

—Merchandising Seminars

Each of these programs will profit one
or all of the sectors of our market as we
move to build a stronger industry. These
programs will be in the developmental
stage for one year. We will then begin
implementing - these programs through
communication channels that have been
developing for 5 years. With your help,
we will expand this network during the
next year.

We need your help. In order to direct
racquetball in a constructive manner, we
need a collective body of individuals who
will work with us. Whether you are an
accomplished teacher or an excited roo-
kie, we welcome your-ideas and need
your support to benefit from a true shar-
ing of ideas and enthusiasm.

If you will contact the USPRA, care of
this address, we will send you more
detailed information on our programs.
We will also include specific details on
how you can contribute yourideas or take
a more active role in the actions of the

USPRA.

USPRA

c/o Michael L. Keel
Director of Racquet Sports
The Verandah Club

2201 Stemmons Freeway
Dallas, TX 75207
214-744-4270

THANK YOU, MRS. PECK

Dear Editor,

I want to thank you for the well written
article on David (February 1984). I can
assure you he will come back! I would
also like to thank you for doing such a fine
job on Gregg’s career in an earlier issue
(November 1983). I am terribly proud of
both of them.

Mrs. Martha E. Peck

- El Paso, Texas

Editor,

It’s always nice to read about a tour-
nament in your magazine that the reader
also got to attend. The coverage of the
Beaverton event was better than I had
expected. People in this area look for-
ward to this main event every year and
were really afraid that with the failings of
some of the pro stops that we would lose
out this year.

Much thanks go to the sponsors and
Griffith Park who always seem to do a
first rate job on this event. To see all the
players this year and the talent was worth
the price of the four day tickets. Will look
forward to hearing more of the young
players Price, Oliver, and Jack Newman.
Many of us felt Price and Oliver really got
things going for their one big match but
couldn’t keep it going for the following
one which was even more important. Mr.
Hogan just seemed to get better each
player he met and appeared to really
want the big win. It was the best many of
us had seen him play compared to last 2
years he was here. When Marty is on he
is really something to observe and you
Just can’t get enough action. This tour-
nament he really seemed heads above

- everybody else and certainly has his own

style that is awesome when its working.

The only disappointment was- all the
conflicts with the Peck brothers’ match.
The abuse the linesmen and ref took is a
part of the pros action that I wish could
change.

Have enjoyed your magazine and hope
the prompt coverage of the main events
continues. The background article of
Price and Oliver was very interesting and
could be done on other young and upcom-
ing players. Many of us were very
impressed with Jack Newman of Chicago.
Mike Curry
Vancouver, WA

Letters to the Editor, International Rac-
quetball, P.O. Box 7548, Reno, Nevada
89510. ®




News

| McKAY WINS IN BANGOR

. Heather McKay regained her number
one ranking in women’s professional
racquetball by defeating Lynn Adams in
a five-set final to win the WPRA Lite
Beer Pro-Am in Bangor, Maine. McKay,
who has held the #2 position behind Lynn
Adams for nearly a year, was the
defending champion in the event.

Fran Davis scored upsets over Janell
Marriott and Vicki Panzeri to reach the
semifinals where she was stopped by
Lynn Adams.

Terri Gilreath made her first appear-

ance in the semifinals in two years by:

defeating Atlanta’s Caryn McKinney.
Marcy Lynch defeated Monique Parent
to win the open singles division.
The Bangor event offered an overall
| purse of $10,000 in the women's pro
event. (Story on page 24).

RMA Announces Pro-Tour

The newly formed Racquetball Manu-
facturer’s Association has announced its
plans to form a large-scale open profes-
sional racquetball tour for 1984-85. The
tour will begin in September of 1984 and
will reach the major market areas of New
York, Boston, Atlanta, Chicago, Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and
Seattle.

No information was given concerning
the prize money amounts of each event.
The RMA is currently interviewing can-
didates for the position of commissioner.
(Story on page 8).

' DP National Championships Set
The site and date of the DP Nationals
have been set for June 11-17, at the
Atlanta Sporting Club, in Atlanta, Geor-
- gia. Once again this year the professional
and amateur tournament will offer a total
of $100,000, making it the richest event
in the sport of racquetball.
Over 1,000 entrants, including 150

professionals, are expected to play at this
year’s tournament,

Diversified Products (DP) is one of the
largest manufacturers of sporting and fit-
ness equipment in the world. A couple of
years ago DP purchased Leach Rac-
quetball, one of racquetball’s original
racquet makers, and have been market-
ing racquetball equipment under the name
DP Leach. DP has announced that it will
be dropping the name Leach from its pro-
ducts, and that this year’s tournament will
be called simply the DP National Cham-
pionships. (Tournament schedule on page
43).

Cohen Wins in Cheyenne

Doug Cohen, professional racquetball’s
#16 player, won the Crack Shooter Open
in Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the second
time in his career. Cohen won the title by
defeating last year’s champion Gerry
Price in the final.

Youngsters Andy and David Gross
from St. Louis both scored semifinal fin-
ishes on the heels of upsets over Jerry
Hilecher, John Egerman, and Scott
Hawkins. It was the best showing to date
for the Gross brothers. (Story on page
35

WOMEN INVOLVED IN AUTO
ACCIDENT

Three women were involved in a serious
auto accident while traveling to the
WPRA pro-stop in Bangor, Maine.
Heather Stupp, Monique Parent, and
Suzanne Robert suffered minor injuries
when their car hit a patch of ice and
flipped over several times before landing
upright. Although all three went on to
compete in the tournament, the vehicle
was totally destroyed.

Stupp was in the passenger’s seat and
credited the seat-belt she was wearing

.with saving her life. (Story on page 27).

Adams Makes the Enquirer
Apparently racquetball and Lynn
Adams have arrived. Lynn earned the
title of “queen of the tabloid” when her
picture and an article on her appeared
recently in the National Enquirer. The
complimentary article centered around
Lynn’s struggle with rheumatoid arthritis.
It appeared on page 7 of the Feb. 21 issue
(for those of you with back copies), just
two pages after the now well-known story

“l Lived in a Cardboard Box on the |

Meanest Streets in America.”
While at first we thought the whole
thing was funny, we later realized that

Lynn’s Enquirer article was probably the
largest mass-exposure racquetball has
ever received from a single source—

Womon Beats Agony of Arthritis to
Become World Rocguethall Champ

circulation 18,000,000.

Our thanks to Jim Carson for calling
the article to our attention, and for lending |
us one of his archival copies.

Wilson and High School Students
Use Racquetball to Benefit the
Mentally Retarded

Over 200 students from nine Chicago
area high schools participated in the Sixth
Annual Racquetball Round Robin. The
participants each played five hours of
racquetball to help raise funds for North
Shore Association for the Retarded.

Round Robin organizer, Lori Ratcliffe,
briefly discussed the history of the event.
She said, “The first year we held the Rac-
quetball Round Robin in 1979, thirty-two
students from one high school played.
That event lasted twelve straight hours
and each student played from 7 p.m. ona




Saturday night until 6 a.m. the next Sun-
day.” Ms. Ratcliffe continued, “The kids
were wiped out after the event even though
they all enjoyed themselves.”

One of the first corporate sponsors of
the event was Wilson Sporting Goods

- Company. The first year of the event, /

Wilson donated racquetballs and rac-
quets. Wilsonhas been active in the event
ever since. :

Ratcliffe said the event trimmed down

to five hours to save wear and tear on the It’s here "

players. _ : Super 'Ki” - .
i topttwdsir e | B the new generation
grams for over three hundred mentally af T acquetball .str ing
retarded children and adults. Students are th at de”vers ama Zing

still collecting from people who made

- pledges based on the number of points a actian on the ball .’

. participant accumulated during the even-
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Drew Stoddard
Editor

I have been waiting a long time to write
this column.

It is a pleasure for me to tell you that
pro racquetballis alive once again. September
of this year will mark the beginning of the

first open, large-scale professional rac- |

quetball tour since 1980.

The box at the right contains the text of
two press releases that were recently
issued from the office of Don Bushor, the
Executive Director of the Racquetball
Manufacturer’s Association, or RMA. If
you haven’t done so already, please read
that text before you go on.

The actions outlined by the RMA in
those releases constitute a milestone in
the evolution of the sport of racquetball.
For those of you who do not understand
why, let me give you a little background:

At this ime last year professional rac-

PROFESSIONAL
RACQUETBALL IS BACK

The RMA Announces A New Pro Tour

RMA PRESS RELEASE
January 30, 1984

It's official. . . The racquetball manufacturers have teamed
togetherto form the RMA (Racquetball Manufacturers Asso-
ciation). The RMA Board includes Chairman Greg Eveland
(Diversified Products), Vice-Chairman Bob Beebe (Penn
Athletics), Secretary/Treasurer Jacqui Black (Wilson Sport-
ing Goods), Richard Smith (AMF Voit) and Norm Peck
(Ektelon).

The goal of the RMA is to insure the growth of racquetball.
The programs the RMA plans to initiate are intended to unite
the racquetball community. Hopefully, we can increase the
awareness of racquetball and expand participation at the
grass roots level.

The headquarters of the RMA will be located in the Ameri-
can Sports Association building along with 17 other sports.

organizations which promote sports participationin the U.S.
Being part of the American Sports Association family will
provide the RMA with immediate public relations capability
by way of producing television spots, educational film and
publication programs, flyers, brochures and other collateral
materials to promote the game of racquetball.

Executive Director forthe RMA is Don Bushor. Mr. Bushor
is a graduate of Brigham Young University with a Masters
Degree in Sports Administration. Bushor's professional
background includes broad experience in management,
communication, program development, product develop-
ment and fund raising for some 17 sports organizations.

The RMA plans to announce a well-organized and high'ly
visible Pro Racquetball Tour in the near future as well as
several grass roots and educational racquetball programs.

For furtherinformation on howto become involved, please -

contact:
Don Bushor, Executive Director
Racquetball Manufacturers Association
200 Castlewood Drive
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
305-842-4100

March 9, 1984

As its first official undertaking, the Racquetball Manufac-

turers Association has announced the formation of a men's.

| professional series.

These pro-only events will take place annually from Sep-
tember through April in the following eight major market
areas: New York, Boston, Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Seattie.

The RMA is currently interviewing candidates for the posi-
tion of commissioner.

For further information, contact Don Bushore, Executive
Director, (305) 842-4100.




quetball was in extremely serious trouble.
Charlie Drake’s controversial 12-man
invitational Catalina tour was drawing to
a close, and his attempts to extend his
stranglehold on the pro game for another
6 years was igniting a mutiny among the
players. The sponsors were disgusted,
and were understandably abandoning the
sport at a terrifying rate. Professional
racquetball was headed for extinction.

On May 13, a group of 5 individuals
representing the sport’s major manufac-
turers gathered in a meeting room at the
Sports Gallery during the 1983 Ektelon
Nationals, and decided that the pro
game—their prime marketing tool—had
degenerated far enough. At that tumultu-
ous meeting they formed the nucleus of
what would eventually become the RMA.

During the last year, while the pros
themselves have been struggling through
a sparse “non-season,” the RMA has
quietly met more than a half-dozen times
to formulate plans for an all new pro-tour.
That they have been able to do that in
such a short period of time is impres-
sive—it’s a tribute to the caliber of indi-
viduals who sit on that Board.

As you many have noticed, the actual
announcement of the tour itself was fairly
brief. That's because the RMA wants to
do two more things before a major
announcement is made: (1) hire a com-
missioner, and (2) hire a sports manage-
ment firm to administrate the tour. | do

not know who will be chosen to fill those |

positions, but the selection is close, and
may well have been made by the time you
read this.

Let me give you some of the details of
the proposed tour as the plans stand right
now. | want to emphasize that this des-
cription of the tour is not an official state-
ment from the RMA. 1t is pieced together
from information I've received from a
number of RMA members who have
been kind enough to keep me informed of
their progress, and some of it could be
changed before everything is finalized.

The tour will aparently consist of eight

“The tour will
apparently consist of
8 regular-season
stops In major market
areas, plus the

Ektelon and DP

4 »
nationals.

|

regular-season stops, scheduled between
early September and mid-April, in the
major market areas named in the press
release. The two national championships
(Ektelon and DP) will continue, making a
total of 10 stops spread over 9 months.

The exact amount of prize money per
regular-season stop has still not been
determined. But sources have told me
there is little question within the RMA
that the purses will be larger than at any
time in the past. That would seem to
indicate that each event will offer more
than the $20,000 purse that has been
common at tour events in the last five
years. If those plans hold, we're talking
about total prize money of over $230,000
per year. There has been some indication
that the prize money may be set signifi-
cantly higher than that.

In a past column [ stated my opinion
that the RMA would not attempt to
underwrite a pro-tour for more than one
year. | was wrong and | was right. Cur-
rent plans call for contracts to be signed
with the hosting clubs for no less than
three years. (Maybe now we’ll all be able
to plan our schedules more than 30 days
in advance!).

But, while the original plans called for
the RMA to fund the first year of the tour
themselves, that apparently won’t be the
case. There seems to be little question
now that the tour will be funded by one or
more major non-racquetball sponsors.
Who those sponsors will be is being kept
(appropriately) confidential, and the actual
selection may not yet have been made.
This is the part of the plan that 1 find
surprising, as no doubt many of you do,
but I have been told more than once that
there is no shortage of prospective
underwriters.

A lot of questions about next year’s
tour are still unanswered:

Willitinvolve women as well as men? |
don’t know, but | have not yet heard

anyone suggest that the women will be
included.

Is Charlie Drake’s company O.1.&D.
one of the prospective management firms?
Again, | don’t know who the firms under
consideration are, but to the best of my
knowledge Drake is not involved in the
RMA tour in any way.

What about the other independent pro
stops that are currently being held? Sour-
ces within the RMA have told me that
they will continue to encourage outside
groups to promote their own non-tour
events, and they will make every attempt
to schedule around those, but that only
major RMA tournaments will be used for
ranking purposes. Whether any of the
existing events will be considered for
inclusion on the RMA tour, | don’t know.

When will the actual schedule be
announced? The current timetable is for
the RMA to select a management group |
in early April, and then employ that firm
to have the tour in place by September,
and to issue future announcements from
their offices. I have the impression that a
major announcement including dates and
sites will not come before early summer,
perhaps by the DP Nationals.

Will racquetball be on television? Major
media exposure is one of the stated goals
for the RMA pro-tour. While there is no
way of knowing when that exposure
could begin, it may not take long.
Remember, at least one of the manufac-
turers who sits on the RMA Board has
had extensive experience in televising
their annual tournament on ESPN.

The real importance of the RMA
movement is not just in the formation of
another pro-tour. For the first time since
racquetball was invented, total control of
the pro game rests where it belongs. No
self-serving individual will ever be strong
enough to challenge the power of the
RMA —and that should give all of us
enough confidence to begin investing in
the sport’s future. ‘

We salute the manufacturers, and
applaud their efforts. ° ‘
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INT ERNAT IONAL RACQUE TBALL

WANITS YOU!

¢ We want you to join professional racquetball in its exciting
1984-85 season. Racquetball like you've never seen it before!

® We want you to join the pros behind-the-scenes interviews,
in-depth instruction written by the pros themselves, and superb
photographic tournament coverage.

¢ We want you to join the pros as they battle
in cities from coast to coast and beyond
in the world of International Racquetball.




GREAT MATCHES:

LEDSOE VS. HOGAN

1977 Nationals
San Diego, California

I sional racquetball has produced
many great matches. A handful
of those can rightfully be called classics.
But only one can qualify as the greatest
match of all time.
Among those who have been around

he first decade of men’s profes- |

the pro game since it began in 1974, |

there is almost unanimous agreement
that the greatest match ever played was
the final match of the ’76."77 Nationals at
the Atlas Health Club in San Diego, in
June of 1977. It was a battle that pitted
fleet-footed Dave Bledsoe against Marty
Hogan, a brash 19-year-old from St.
Louis who was in the process of revolu-
tionizing the sport of racquetball, and
who was gunning for his first national
title.

To say that Hogan was the over-
whelming favorite gives new meaning to
the word “understatement.”

“Bookmakerse would have taken this
mis-match off the board,” said National
Racquetball Magazine in its coverage of
the match. Bledsoe, said the current wis-
dom, was not even in the same league
with Hogan—for that matter, neither was

anyone else. Marty Hogan was the |

undisputed #1 player in the game. He
had won every tournament he played dur-
ing the regular season, and had moved
through the first three rounds of Nationals
with ridiculous ease. Bledsoe didn’t have
a prayer. Some said he shouldn’t even
have been in the final, and he couldn’t
possibly win., But he was—and he did.

The importance of the match was
summed up by one reporter this way:
“Playing to the sold-out, frenzied and
screaming fans at the Atlas Health Club
onJune 11, 1977, Bledsoe put on a per-
formance that will go down in history as
the guttiest, most daring, and thrilling
execution of racquetball skills ever seen.”

Why was it such an important match?
To understand that we have to look at the
events of the previous 18 months.

The story begins in Burlington, Ver-
mont. There, on a Sunday afternoon in

December of 1975, a wiry-haired 17- |

year-old boy sent shock waves to the very
core of professional racquetball when he
blasted his way out of obscurity by beat-
ing the world’s top player, Charlie
Brumfield, and won the first pro event of

his young career.

Some said Marty Hogan's Burlington
victory was a fluke. What they did not
realize was that Hogan didn’t just win a
tournament—on that day, he reinvented
the game of racquetball.

Two months later, Hogan repeated his
miracle in Milwaukee and made everyone
a believer. Power racquetball was born.

By the time the '76 Nationals rolled
around, Marty Hogan had become the
odds-on favorite to replace Brumfield as
the game’s premier player. But the Hogan
steamroller was stopped cold by
Brumfield. It was Hogan’s second disap-
pointing Nationals—one year before he
had suffered a humiliating early-round
defeat at the unlikely hands of Victor
Niederhoffer, a U.S. amateur squash
champion playing in his first pro racquet-
ball tournament (whichis a whole story in
itself).

With something to prove, Hogan
stormed into the '76-'77 season like a
man obsessed. He won nine straight
tournaments (that’s right, nine!), and then
chose to sit out the last stop in Newport
Beach to train full-time for the San Diego




Nationals. He was adamant to the press
about his belief that being #1 by winning
every event of the season was not enough.
The National Champion, he said, was the
man who won the Nationals.

But, while empires are built on strings
of successes, they are sometimes lost with
a single mistake. And Hogan made one
fatal error. When he made the decision to
skip the stop in Newport Beach he didn’t
realize that Charlie Brumfield had decided
te do the same thing. And that opened the

| door for Dave Bledsoe.

Bledsoe had been little more than a
footnote during the regular season. He
was another of the game’s new power
players, and, although he had been beaten
badly by Hogan during the season, he
had managed to move his ranking up to
#4 by the time he entered the Newport
Beach event.

With the assistance of a watered-down
draw, Bledsoe squeaked by Steve Serot
and Craig McCoy to win Newport Beach.
That victory, which was only the second
of Bledsoe’s career, not only served to
build his confidence, but moved him past
McCoy and Brumfield to the all-important
#2 ranking going into the Nationals.

Buoyed by his new-found confidence,
Bledsoe began talking about the unthink-
able—Hogan could be beaten, and he
knew how to do it. Marty’s invincibility,
he said, was a myth.

Hogan was ready to accept the chal-
lenge. He stormed to the finals in San
Diego unscathed, and got ready to teach
the upstart Bledsoe a lesson.

When the two players took the court
for the final match, Hogan was rested and
ready, while Bledsoe was still reeling from
a marathon battle with Jerry Hilecher in
the semifinals. (The previous day Hilecher
had ended Charlie Brumfield’s reign at
the top of the sport in another classic
match in the quarters.)

The crowd filled every corner of the
gallery, with Hogan’s mother and grand-
mother sitting on the front row.

The match began as expected. Marty
came out blasting like there was no
tomorrow, assuming that Bledsoe would
try to slow the game down. But to
everyone’s amazement, Bledsoe did the
opposite—he returned Hogan’s bullets
with rockets of his own, while using his
incredible court speed to neutralize
Hogan’s game.

The score of the first game inched up to
13-all before Hogan connected with six
straight to pull away 19-13. It appeared
Bledsoe was in trouble. But instead of
retrenching and playing more conserva-
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tively, Dave started taking even more
risks, shooting from everywhere—deep
court, off-balance and on the move. His
shot selection was enough to make a
treaching-pro wince, but somehow he
connected, time after time.

“The big difference,” Bledsoe said
after the match, “is everybody said don’t
match power with him. What was | sup-
posed to do, change my game in the finals
of the Nationals?”

“l had to play smart for me. [ took the
first shot 1 thought | could make. ] even
forced it. | played power with him. | kept
the pressure on.”

Hogan’s game stalled, and then fell
apart under the pounding pressure of

“Bledsoe putona

performance that

will go down In
history as the
guttiest, most
daring, and thril-
ling execution of
racquetball skills
ever seen.”’

Bledsce’s determined charge. Marty’s |
most potent weapon—his serve—deserted
him. ‘

The crowd, 90% against Hogan,
screamed continuously as Bledsoe scored |
point after point, and came to their feet
when he took the first game 21-20.

Marty quieted them down quickly as
he bolted to a 7-0 lead in the second
game. Again Bledsoe began taking risks,
and again he came back—he tied the
game at 7-7 and then roared to a 13-8
lead of his own. Hogan’s back was to the
wall, and he knew it. He began to press
even harder. But Bledsoe wouldn't let up
and matched Hogan point for point until
suddenly he was standing in the service
box serving for the match at 20-15.

How was this possible? What was
wrong with the great Hogan?

“I tried to control the pace,” said Bled-
soe. “When he made an error, I'd serve
quick. When he made a good shot, ['d
take my time. I tried to always make him
aware of my presence.”

Hogan let it all go. He took back the
serve and inched his way back into the
match 19-20. It looked like another great
Hogan comeback. But this time it was not
to be.

A reporter described the final moments:

“Marty blew a forehand set up, missing
a right corner pinch for side out. Davey
immediately set to serve, a three-quarter
speed Z to Hogan’s backhand. The serve
was not too deep, and Hogan, as he has
done hundreds of times this year stepped
up to shoot the left corner—a 95 percenter.

“But the muscles were tense. The fluid-
ity of the stroke gone. Hogan hit it in the
dirt, barely five feet from his body, a
massive skip which ended his frustration,
21-19.

“The ensuing scene was drama. Both
players released their emotions with tears.”

“l couldn’t believe it,” said Bledsoe. “I
had to stop and think of what happened. |
figured I'd cry like a baby.”

Hogan was shattered. In one of the few
public displays of emotion in his career,
he moved slowly out of the court and fell
sobbing into the arms of Charlie Drake,
his mentor and friend. It was a heart-
wrenching scene that was immortalized
by Art Shay in one of the most memorable
racquetball photographs ever published.

What happened to Hogan? Well, those
who saw the match maintain to this day
that Marty choked. Some say that the
enormous pressure of having to win the
Nationals at the age of 19, and having to
do it in front of his family was just too
much.

Marty Hogan would not lose another
national title for a very long time—he
went on to win the Nationals in’78,’79,
'80 and '81. He continues today, at the

age of 25, to be one of the predominant |

players in the game.

Dave Bledsoe was not so fortunate.
Although he defeated Hogan one more
time the following season, his rise to the
top turned out to be little more than a
temporary glitch in the annals of the pro
game. For one glorious summer, he was
the #1 racquetball player in the world.
But he was never able to equal his magnif-
icent performance of that hot June after-
noon in San Diego.

For that matter, neither has anybody
else. ®
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TLLUKEST.ONGE

ALOOKAT THESTATE OF AMATEUR RACQUETBALL
AND SOME PREDICTIONS ABOUT ITS FUTURE

Luke St. Onge is the Executive Director
of, and guiding force behind, the Ameri-
can Amateur Racquetball Association,
the sole governing body of amateur rac-
quetball in the United States.

When St. Onge first traveled to Mem-
phis from his home in Pennsylvania, to
take the reigns of the IRA (International
i Racquetball Association) he found him-

self in control of a corrupt, crumbling I

disaster. His ousted predecessor,
William Tanner, had been badly beaten
in his struggle with the competing USRA |
for control of amateur racquetball. ‘
With the help of a highly dedicated |
board-of-directors, St. Onge orchestrated
a phenomenal about-face in the direction |
and philosophy of the organization—a

change which included a new name, the
AARA, and a new home, Colorado
Springs. Since 1978 the membership of
the AARA has more than doubled, to
nearly 30,000. The bitter aftertaste of
the amateur wars of the late 1970s has
all but vanished. There are now few
states who have not aligned themselves

with the AARA. What was once a life-
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most vibrant forces in the sport of |

‘ less skeleton has now become one of the

Luke is probably best known for his
relentless drive to put racquetball into the
Olympic games. Indeed, his biggest coup
and probably the greatest success of the
AARA to date came in April of 1982,
when racquetball was accepted by the
USOC as a Class-C Olympic sport, and
the AARA was recognized as the sport’s
sole governing body.

Luke St. Onge is arguably the most
influential man in the sport of racquetball
today, but it is a distinction he shuns
vigorously. So concerned is he about the

l racquetball.

potential misperception of his position,

USRA-United States Racquetball |
Association

USTA-United States
Association

NGB-National Governing Body

Tennis

How did you become involved with

racquetball and the AARA?

1 had been involved in rugby for about
thirteen years and was looking for an
alternative. [ was at Penn State Univer-
sity, and a friend of mine came back from
Viet Nam and introduced me to racquet-
ball on a squash court. That wasin 1971
when we still called it paddleball—we
didn’t even realize there was such a thing

Oh, I love it. My background was in
management, and to me the ultimate
management is to motivate people to do
something for nothing. That’s essentially
what we're doing in this sport—it's a
volunteer organization. ‘

How has the AARA changed from the |
old IRA you originally took over?

The whole philosophy has changed.
Back then the sport was ruled from the
top down. The state associations really
didn’t have much say in the development
and direction of the sport. We decided to
reorganize after the 1978 Nationals in
Denver, and we tried to do it in a way that
we would become a service to the state
and regional organizations, rather than
the other way around. And, we feel that

“Being a Pan Am
or Olympic sport
virtually
guarantees
visibility and the
attention of the
media.”

that he requested we not run a full-page

i photo of him on this month’s cover—we
reluctantly agreed.

Note: Unless you’re an expert in acro-

' nyms, you’ll need this key when reading |

the following interview:
USOC-United States Olympic
[ Committee
10C-International Olympic Committee
AARA-American Amateur Racquet-
| ball Association
“ IARF-International Amateur Racquet-
ball Federation
IRA-International Racquetball
Association

as a racquetball court. We went up and
played on an old squash court with the old
Joe Sobek wooden racquet and | fell
immediately in love with it.

[ found that people in racquetball were

' the same kind of people | found in rugby. |

got involved in the organization there,
and became state director in 1974. In
1977 | was elected to the board of direc-
tors of what was then the IRA. Then, in
1978, [ was offered the job of Executive
Director in Memphis and took the
opportunity.

Do you enjoy it?

over the last few years we have established
some excellent services. The state groups
are now autonomous and the national
office serves them.

The result of that philosophy is that
national must be responsive to the needs
of the state associations or it can’t exist.
There are now only a few states that have
separate programs.

Does the AARA still have an image
problem because of the amateur wars
in the past?

There’s still a small image problem, |
particularly in those states that were
burned badly by the old organizations.
And we certainly empathize with them.
We do see those who have been out of the
mainstream still nursing old wounds. We ’




|

find that if they're not part of everything |
their membership is in the dark.

Racquetball is an evolutionary sport, |

moving at an extremely high rate of

| speed, and that has to be communicated

| troubles were in the past the feeling now is

to people through the state organizations.

Also, the old guard has started to step
aside. We are now seeing a very refresh-
ing group coming in who have a good
feeling for the sport, and whatever the

we've got a great future and let’s get

behind it.

A short time ago the AARA head-
quarters relocated from Memphis to
Colorado Springs. Why did you do that?

At one time the association was based

at how we’ve accomplished what we have.

You've placed a lot of emphasis on
making racquetball an Olympic sport.
How crucial is that to the AARA?

| think it's very important that our
membership and everyone know that
whether racquetball actually becomes an
Olympic sport is not the most important
thing. Becoming a member of the USOC,
and the credibility that has brought us, |
has been invaluable. We can’t forget that
the purpose of all of this is to serve the
average player. The emphasis on the
Olympics gives us the credibility to gen-
erate the funds and support we must have

tus is a giant step within the USOC,
because we will receive direct funding for
development within the sport. Those funds
gointorelevant programming, be it defer-
ring the cost of the U.S. National Team,
exchange programs with third-world
countries, junior development, etc. They
will be on a direct-grant basis, and will be
substantial funds. That would be a major
boon to the sport.

Also, being a Pan Am or Olympic
sport virutally guarantees visibility and
the attention of media.

We feel that we can reach Group A |
status within two years. A lot will depend ‘
on what happens at the Pan Am games
where we'll be a demonstration sport in

[

wherever the president was. But when we

“The racquetball
Club in this
country has
become an
alternative to the
singles bar, and
that just doesn’t
embrace the
young player.”

became members of the USOC we felt
our interests would be best served by
coming here and becoming part of the
amateur sports capital of the U.S. 1 think
it was a demonstration of leadership
within the industry; we are now part of the
Olympic community, and it has raised the
sport to a different level.

How is racquetball being accepted
there?

They had a standoffish attitude initially.
But we’ve worked hard to build a good
rapport with the other NGBs, and now we
really feel at home. In fact, five or six
other sports have now come to study how

| we generate our membership. They rec-

ognize the need for a good grassroots
program and they’ve come to take a look

St. Onge (lower left] listens to a discussion at AARA Regional Directors meeting

I

to serve that function.

It now looks as if racquetball will
receive full Olympic acceptance soon.
How important will that be to the
average player?

What we're really talking about is mov-
ing from our current Group C status to
Group A. That means that we'’re on the
program of either the Pan American
Games or the Olympic Games. It also
means that the 10C has recognized rac-
quetball as a potential sport for the
summer Olympic Games. Group A sta-

1987. i

When will racquetball be in the
summer games?

comes down to politics. There’s also been
a major change recently in the 10C that
we're going to have to live with. The |
number of countries where a sport has to |
be organized to qualify for Olympic com-
petition is going up—43 in 1984, 71 in |
1988, and 91 in 1992. They are making |

it extremely tough to get in. Some of the ‘
sports that are already in won’t even qual- |

There’s no simple answer to that—it ]
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ify under the new rules, but they’ll be able

to stay because of a grandfather clause. |

We've got our work cut out; we're in 41
countries now.

But, again we can't lose sight of our
constitutional responsibility —to represent
and address the needs of the average
racquetball player.

With the spectre of international ama-
teur competition, keeping one’s ama-
| teur status is becoming more impor-

tant. What is the AARA definition of

an amateur?

What we should be discussing is not
the word “amateur” —that is a real mis-
nomer, not just in our sport but every
sport. The key is eligibility. To be eligible
to compete in a sanctioned AARA or
IARF event one must have refrained
from taking money in a sanctioned pro-
fessional tournament.

Actually, our rules for eligibility are
extremely liberal. Someone can compete
on the pro circuit and accept the money if
they send the money through us. We
establish a trust account for that person
and reimburse them for their expenses.
They can have the best of both worlds.
We're one of the few sports, along with
track and field and skiing, that has
embraced the entire industry. No player is
ever locked out of an AARA event, but
they have to follow the rules.

How much could one earn and remain
an amateur?

A great deal. What we do is put that
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At work in his office at AARA headquarters in Colorado Springs

“I think that right
now the eligibility
rules and
amateurism are a
sham—a real
hypocricy.”

money in a trust, against which they can
draw for expenses whether it be for train-
ing, living, lost wages, or whatever. Then,
when their amateur time is finished they
can draw the rest out, and it's drawing
interest all the time. Right now the AARA
is maintaining records and trusts for 18
players who have accepted money.

And remember, we're talking winnings
only. Sponsorship money doesn't
pertain—only winnings. So most of today’s
pros would either break even or go behind.

Can someone get back their amateur
standing once they have lost it?

Yes. They must refrain from accepting
money from a sanctioned pro event for
one year and they must request that their
eligibility be reinstated. That request can
be made to their state director, regional
director, a member of the board, or
directly to the national office. Their eligi-
bility is then reinstated on the spot. The
paperwork is sent on to National Head-
quarters where the permanent records are
kept, and a letter is sent notifying them of
official amateur status.

Do you think that racquetball will fol-
low the current international devel-
opments in eligibility rules?

1 think that right now the eligibility rules
and amateurism are a sham, and real
hypocrisy. We're going to see those rules
change in the next few years to something
everyone can live with. | don’t know what
is going to happen, but there is a general
feeling that we have to clean up the whole

Luke talks with a USOC official during reception at the Olympic Training Ceni=~
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“To me, the ultimate management is to
motivate people to do something for
nothing. That’s essentially what we’re
doing in this sport. It’s a volunteer

organization.”

—

situation and go to open competition. |

We're not really in a position to defend it |
or disagree. We'll continue under our cur-
rent rules and modify them as necessary
when we see what develops.

What is happening in racquetball out-
side the U.S.?

You can look at racquetball in the U.S.
in the period of 1971-1973, and that’s
where they are now. The sport hasn’t hit
the wildfire stage we experienced from
1974-1978, but there has-been syste-
matic growth in areas like Japan, Europe,
and South America. The major expan-
sion has been hurt by the lack of money to
build facilities. You know, racquetball is
not like other sports where you can go out
and play in the field or use existing
facilities.

Plus, we have very strong competition
from the squash community overseas.

They don’t want racquetball courts built,

and in some areas have worked pretty
hard to keep them out, because they fill
up their off hours with women playing
racquetball on their squash courts.

But, overall it has grown quickly. Con-
sider that there was absolutely no organ-
ized international competition in 1979,
and now there are about 50 events going
on throughout the world. This summer
alone we will have 19 countries repres-
ented at the World Championships in
Sacramento.

Who's going to be our toughest compe-
tition there?

Canada, by far. They are going to be
very strong, because they have protected
most of their players from going into the
pro ranks. We're going to be hurting
because we haven't done that.

Does that mean that players like

Lindsay Myers can compete in
Sacramento?

You bet. Of course the U.S. has had
some fine players get their eligibility back;
Karin Walton-Trent, David Fleetwood,
Davey Bledsoe, Sarah Green.

How does one become a member of
the U.S. Team?

The team is chosen at our four major
events; the U.S. Singles Championships,
the National Intercollegiates, the National
Juniors, and the National Doubles. The
team consists of the top three finishers—
men and women—f{rom the singles, and
the winners of the other three. That gives
us a full team with two alternates. Those
who actually compete are then selected

by Ed Martin, the U.S. Team coach.

How much competition is there
between the AARA and professional
racquetball?

You have to look at that historically.
For years the professional game simply
outgrew the amateur end. Everyone
always talked about a strong amateur
base, but it was nqt a reality. Every sport
that has a successful pro game must have
a strong grass-roots organization, because
that’s the feeder system and that’s where
the money comes from. The manufactur-
ers don’t make any money on profession-
als; they make money selling the identity
of the pros to grass-roots players who
then buy product. Without a grass-roots
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organization the professional game can't
survive.

We see a definite need for professional-
ism in racquetball because there has to be
something beyond the amateur game to
attract young players. Pro racquetball
has a very important role in the sport.
We've never felt there was competition
between the two.

We want to see a strong professional
sport, but we want to see it done
intelligently—not what's going on now.
You know, everyone talks about getting it
on television. That isn’t going to solve
anything, because the product we would
put on TV now would be terrible.

So, we support the pro game, and we
will support whoever becomes the leader
in that end of the sport.

What do you think about the recent
work by the RMA to form a pro-tour?

| don’t think they had any alternative.
For two or three years the pro game has
floundered—most of the players were
thinking of their pocketbook instead of
the future of the sport—and someone
who had the ability had to take control.

The manufacturers, | think, would like
nothing more than to bring the pro game
to the point where it’s so organized they
can get out of it and get back to marketing
their products. | also think they'll be look-
ing down the road, as we certainly do, to a
time when we bring the whole organiza-
tional structure of the game under one
roof like tennis has. That would be a
separate umbrella organization of which
we would all be a part. That way we
would be pooling our resources so
everyone isn’t going off in differnt
directions.

Are there any real problems in amateur
racquetball?

We have seen a drop off in women
participating in the sport in the last two
years. We think that is happening because
we've put so much emphasis on the com-
petitive side as opposed to the health
aspect of the sport. We've built in a kind
of self-destruct mechanism for women:
when someone wins in a certain class,
they're automatically pushed into a higher
one where they get killed and lose interest.
That doesn’t seem to be a problem for the
men, but it is for the women.

What we have to do is go back and
change our rules at the state level to pro-
tect people from moving up in class. We
also have to realize that the nature of the
sport is different for women and men.

We now have a women’s commis-

I e s S Sy
“We see a definite need for
professionalism in racquetball because
there has to be something beyond the
amateur game to attract young
players. Pro racquetball has a very

important role.”

sioner—Maureen Hendrickson—and a
separate group working on the problem.
They act as an advisory committee to the
board so we can take some action and
start to build that part of the sport back

up.

Isn’t there also a problem with juniors?

Yes. You know the USTA is com-
posed of 90% juniors and 109 adults;
racquetball is just the opposite. Racquet-
ball is unique because it didn’t develop as
ayouth sport. It stillisn’t one, because it is
played in adult-oriented clubs.

The club owners are our biggest prob-
lem. They don’t want juniors in their
clubs, even though juniors are their future.
The racquetball club in this country has
become an alternative to the singles bar,
and that just doesn’t embrace the young
player.

We're also facing tough competition

for young people from other sports like
soccer and tennis. We are making some
progress, but it’s tough.

Give us your personal opinion of where
racquetball is going in the next decade.

The racquetball industry, and the sport
as a whole, is a product of our way of life.
| think in the next few years we’ll continue
to put more emphasis on physical fitness,
on lifetime sports, and on preventative
health maintenance. Racquetball fits this
perfectly—it's easy to pick up, and it
serves both mental and physical well-
being. The organizational structures are
now in place and the future of the sport is
very bright.

Racquetball is still inits infancy. We'’re
still in the very early growing stages, and
it's awesome what the potential of this
sport 1s.
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NATIONALS PREVIEW:

Handicapping The

EKTELON
National Championships

Can Mike Yellen Repeat His 1983 Miracle?




by Drew Stoddard

Editor’s Note:

Since International Racquetball is now a Nevada-based pub-
lication, I thought it only appropriate that we take a look at the
upcoming Ektelon Nationals from the perspective of a gambler.
Please don’t think I'm promoting bad habits here. To paraph-
rase Bill Murray, I'm not advocating gambling as a way of
life—it’s just that it’s always worked for me.

Those of you who might consider placing a friendly wager on
the outcome would probably like to know how accurate I have
been in the past. Well, my record has been about as good as
other ‘“‘experts.” In other words, it stinks.

- D.W.S.

in the country will descend on The Sports Gallery in
Anaheim, California, to compete in the Ektelon
National Championships, the biggest event so far this season.
The Ektelon Nationals has become something of an institution
in this sport. 1t is one of the two richest and most prestigious
events in the world, and remains the only racquetball tournament
that is annually played before a national television audience
(ESPN). For the last three years it has marked the only time
during the pro season when the men and women pros compete in
the same tournament, making it a favorite social gathering of
both players and fans—kind of racquetball’s version of

D uring the week of May 2-6, every top racquetball player

Wimbledon.

For the men, this year’s Ektelon competition has added
significance:

MONEY —The '83-84 season has been one of chaos. The
schedule has been sparce and irregular. Consequently, Anaheim
will be the first real chance for the top players to play for big
money—a total of $22,300, nearly double that of any stop thus
far.

RANKING—There has been a tendency for some of the men
to not worry about their ranking because of the light schedule.
But, now that the RMA has announced that next year’s tour will -
be the biggest ever, everyone will be fighting to be in the best
possible position when the tour begins in early September.

The Ektelon tournament is a high-pressure event. The players
who do well here are those with experience. If history holds, there
will be many upsets in the first two rounds, with perhaps one
major upset after that.

Three men are capable of winning: Yellen, Hogan, and Peck.
One thing to remember in the men’s division: three out of the last
four years, the winner of the Ektelon Championships has gone on
to become the National Champion.

The women's division always provides fireworks in Anaheim.
Two women should dominate: Heather McKay, the defending
champion, and Lynn Adams. Lynn, however, seems to have fits
here—she has never won.

Here, then, are our predictions for the men. Each name is
followed by the odds against him winning the tournament.

Next month we will handicap the women for their biggest
event—the WPRA Nationals in Houston.

MIKE YELLEN
2-1

Current ranking: 2
Past Ektelon finishes:
1980 — Semifinals
1982 — 2nd
1983 — 1st

Mike Yellen comes into this year’s Ektelon Nationals as |

defending champion, and is unquestionably the man to beat.
Over the last 12 months he has played consistently better
than anyone else in the game; of seven ranking events he
won five, and failed to reach the finals only once—in
Beaverton.

Yellen tends to play his best racquetball toward the end of
the season. His career record in national-level<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>