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USA PENTATHLON
DOMESTIC QUALIFICATION SYSTEM FOR THE 2016 US TEAM 
TO THE WORLD CUP AND WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS


For US Athletes to be eligible to compete in 2016 UIPM competitions
where points for the UIPM Olympic Pentathlon World Ranking List
(PWR) will be awarded, athletes must earn the right to compete
through the following 2016 USA Pentathlon domestic qualifying system.

US domestic competitions which will count towards teams selections (World Cups):

1. 2016 Qualifier 1, December 16-21, 2015, Colorado Springs, CO

2. 2016 Qualifier 2, January 6-11, 2016, Colorado Springs, CO

3. 2016 Qualifier 3, February 3-8, 2016, Colorado Springs, CO

		* The top-16 ranked athletes (final determination to be made by the LOC of Qualifier 3, but in no event less than 16 athletes per gender) based on the results of the best one of the two Qualifiers (Qualifier 1, December 16-21, 2015 and Qualifier 2, January 6-11, 2016) shall be invited to participate in Qualifier 3. The LOC may choose to increase the number participants, but in no event shall the number be decreased. 

Ties between athletes for the selection to the Qualifier 3 shall be broken first by comparing the higher of the total final scores of Qualifiers 1 and/or 2 (depending on which competition(s) the athletes in question participated in) with the athlete with the competition with the most points prevailing. Should there continue to be a tie, the following disciplines shall be compared, in priority order, until said tie is “broken” with the higher scoring athlete prevailing. The priority order for tie-breaking purposes shall be the following:

· Combined event (run/shoot)
· Fencing
· Swimming 
· Riding 

Best efforts will be made regarding final confirmation or any changes to these domestic events should be posted at www.usapentathlon.org at least 21 days (unless circumstances render this not possible) prior to the domestic competition. 

The USA Pentathlon Ranking List To Be Established Following the Completion of USA Pentathlon Qualifiers 1,2 and 3.

The highest ranking four (4) male and four (4) female athletes, will be named to the 2016 World Cup 1-4 Team based on the combined (added) results of an athlete’s best two (2) of the first three (3) USA  Pentathlon Qualifiers using the PPS (Pentathlon Point System) (Attachment B). 

Ties between athletes for selection to the 2016 World Cup 1-4 Team shall be “broken” by – first, comparing total pentathlon scores of the the most recent mutually contested2016 USA Pentathlon Qualifier (#1, #2 or #3) with the highest score prevailing.Should there continue to be a tie, then the results from the most recent mutually contested 2016 USA Pentathlon Qualifier of the following disciplines shall be compared, in priority order, until said tie is “broken” with the higher scoring athlete prevailing. The priority order for tie-breaking purposes shall be the following:

· Combined event (run/shoot)
· Fencing
· Swimming 
· Riding 



IMPORTANT NOTES TO DOMESTIC SELECTION

Injury or Illness Clause

The 4th athlete per gender to World Cup MAY be chosen by coaches selection committee if petitioned for by an athlete and approved by the coaches selection committee (for the list of the committee members, please see Olympic Selection Procedures, www.usapentathlon.org) due to verified serious injury or illness of an athlete.

General Rules 

The Olympic Selection competition will be run according accepted UIPM standards. Adjustments related to available facilities and the local environment (weather, etc.) will be discussed at the Technical Meeting. Any objections should be raised at that time. 

Fencing

Best efforts shall be made to engage qualified independent referees. An athlete has the right to request a change of referee for any bout. 

Equipment must meet USAP standards and there shall be weight and gauge testing on the strip. 

Bonus round will be conducted after the fencing event. 

Swimming 

There will be electronic timing system for swimming competitions with backup hand-timing. Swimming competition will meet USAP standards (indoor 50 m pool, using 8 lanes). 

Combined

10-meter laser targets will be used for competition. The shooting range will be indoor. Running course of 4 x 800 meters includes asphalt and grass. 

Riding

Ride shall have a riding director/judge and a separate riding coach for warm-up. Course will meet the USAP riding standards. The horse list shall be published at the technical meeting. Coaching will be allowed during the competition per USAP/UIPM rules. 

Final Results

Final Results for selection purposes will be tabulated removing foreign competitors. For example:
1. If top-4 finishers are foreign competitors and the best US athlete finishes in 5th place, the best US finisher will be awarded the 1st place ranking points. 

Please, address any questions to USAP staff. 
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Relays

During the Olympic Year organizers to category A competitions may organize Pentathlon relay events (Mixed Relay, Women’s Relay, Men’s Relay). As it is the first priority of USA Pentathlon to qualify athletes to the Olympic Games therefore emphasis shall be placed on the individual events (Women’s events, Men’s events) of category A competitions. Therefore USA participation in relay events, if any shall be determined by US National Team coaches. As relay events are not part of the Olympic Selection process, individual participants in these relays shall be chosen by USAP National Team coaches. 

Technical Meeting 

There will be a Technical Meeting prior to each selection competition. Generally, it is the night before the start of the event. Attendance is recommended, but not required as details of the competition will be discussed. If you are unable to attend the Technical Meeting, please notify a member of USAP staff to be included in the roll-call. 

Juniors and Youth A

Junior and Youth A level athletes are permitted to participate in the Olympic Selection competitions (see Youth/Junior Selection System at www.usapentathlon.org). Athletes should enter the competition in all divisions they wish to compete. 
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