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Q: What is the purpose of Club Certification?
A: Club Certification is intended to help USBA provide a roadmap for club development and give Clubs a clear pathway as they grow. Club Certification also provides more clear structure to required elements of USBA Clubs (like SafeSport policies and membership requirements).

Q: What is different from the old form of Club membership?
A: The Basic Level of Club Certification is NOT different from previous member club requirements. The new Basic Level certification only requires clubs to self certify that they are compliant with these requirements. 

Q: What are the requirements for Basic Level Certification?
A: Basic Level Certification requires certifying that the USBA SafeSport MAAPP has been implemented in your club, all applicable members (including but not limited to coaches, adult athletes with regular contact with minor athletes, and certain volunteers) have completed SafeSport training, and that all club members are current USBA members. Additionally, clubs must provide the name of the person certified by USBA to conduct Safety (Red Book) Certification. Please note that certifiers must be approved by USBA after being recommended by three (3) references (USBA member coaches, officials or competitors).

Q: What is the process for Club Certification?
A: For Basic Level Club Certification, clubs simply purchase a USBA Club membership and fill out the required items. For Bronze Level Certification, Clubs fill out an additional form for review by the US Biathlon Club Certification Panel. For Silver and Gold Certification, Clubs fill out an additional form and may go through an interview process with the Certification Panel as needed. An interview is required for Gold Level Certification.

Q: What is the Club Certification Panel?
A: The USBA Club Certification Panel consists of the USBA Director of Athlete Development, USBA Sport Program Manager, USBA Director of Operations, and one USBA Board Member. The Panel must unanimously approve all club certifications.

Q: Where can I find all the requirements for the different levels of certification?
A: Certification requirements can be found in a separate document on our website entitled “Club Certification Levels.” Any questions can be directed to USBA Director of Operations, Sara Studebaker-Hall (sara@usbiathlon.org).

Q: What is the timeline for application for Club Certification and how often do we need to apply?
A: Applications will be open annually with deadlines on October 15th (with certifications by November 1st) and May 15th (with certifications by June 1st). All clubs will be asked to annually re-check their general information and certify compliance with SafeSport and Membership requirements. Certified clubs will be required to submit to a reviewal process every two years to maintain their status. 
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