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QUALIFICATION 

A top-eight fi nish at the 2015 World Archery Championships will secure Team USA a 

spot at the Rio Games. If the men’s or women’s team fail to qualify at that event, the 

team would then need to place in the top three at a special qualifying tournament held in 

2016 as designated by World Archery.

Full version: FITA Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Archery has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 

Archery Team.

KEY DATES 

2015

July 14-18  Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 26-Aug. 2  World Archery Championships (Copenhagen, Denmark)

MEDIA CONTACT

Teresa Johnson | tjohnson@usaarchery.org | (860) 904-0497
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http://www.worldarchery.org/Portals/1/Documents/Olympics/OG/2016_Rio/16_OG_Rio_Qualification_System_EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

The Badminton World Federation rankings as of May 15, 2016, will be used to determine 

quotas for 38 spots in each singles event and 16 spots in each doubles event – for a 

grand total of 86 men and 86 women competing at the 2016 Games. Each country will 

be allocated 16 maximum spots, with a maximum of eight men and eight women 

qualifying per each National Olympic Committee. The qualifying period begins May 4, 

2015, and concludes May 1, 2016. 

Full version: BWF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Participation in any of the following events will count toward the BWF ranking list 

during the qualifi cation period: the Thomas & Uber Cup, Sudirman Cup, superseries,

world championships, grand prix gold events, grand prix events, international 

challenges, international series events, future series events, continental championships 

(individual and team) and any other international event sanctioned by the BWF. Results at 

these competitions will determine world rankings, which in turn will decide which athletes 

are selected to the 2016 U.S. Olympic Badminton Team.

KEY DATES 

2015

Sept. 20-26 BWF Senior World Championships (Helsingborg, Sweden)

2016

May 5  BWF world rankings list published

May 12  BWF to inform NOCs of allocated quotas

July 18  BWF to reallocate all unused quotas  

MEDIA CONTACT

John Lobato | john.lobato@usabadminton.org | (719) 866-3645
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http://www.bwfbadminton.org/file.aspx?id=529944&dl=1


QUALIFICATION 

Twelve teams will compete in both the men’s and women’s basketball competitions at 

the 2016 Games. Qualifi ed nations will include winners of the following international 

competitions: 2014 FIBA World Championships, 2015 FIBA Africa Championship, 

2015 FIBA Americas, 2015 FIBA Asia, 2015 FIBA EuroBasket, 2015 FIBA Oceania and 

the top-three fi nishers at the 2016 FIBA World Olympic Qualifying Tournament. FIBA 

will determine no later than June 30, 2015, whether Brazil, the host country, qualifi es 

to the 2016 Games. Top-placing teams in each zone tournament – not including 

the champions – will qualify as follows for the 2016 FIBA World Olympic Qualifying 

Tournament: FIBA Africa (2), FIBA Americas (3), FIBA Asia (2) FIBA Europe (4) and FIBA 

Oceania (1). 

Full version: FIBA Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Basketball will utilize various training camps for athlete evaluations, as well as 

evaluate athletes during their professional and/or collegiate seasons. The U.S. women’s 

team will be selected by the USA Basketball women’s national team player selection 

committee, while the U.S. men’s team will be selected by Jerry Colangelo, USA 

Basketball men’s national team director, and head coach Mike Krzyzewski.

For complete athlete selection procedures, visit: Men’s | Women’s

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 30-Sept. 14 FIBA Men’s World Cup (Spain)

Sept. 27-Oct. 5 FIBA Women’s World Championship (Turkey)

2015

July-August  U.S. Men’s National Team Training Camp (TBD)

2016

July   U.S. Men’s National Team Training Camp (TBD)

   U.S. Women’s National Team Training Camp (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Men: Craig Miller | camiller@usabasketball.com | (719) 339-6593 

Women: Caroline Williams | cwilliams@usabasketball.com | (719) 330-3310
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Basketball.pdf
http://archive.usab.com/misc/16_moly_team_selection_procedures.pdf
http://archive.usab.com/misc/16_woly_team_selection.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Men: Per the International Boxing Association, the men’s 2016 Olympic participants 

will include top athletes from the 2014-15 season of the World Series of Boxing as well 

as those from the 2015 AIBA Pro Boxing season. Additionally, the top-two athletes 

in the light fl yweight through light heavyweight divisions, and the champion in both 

the heavyweight and super heavyweight classes from the 2015 Elite Men’s World 

Championships will clinch berths to the 2016 Games. Men’s qualifi cation will continue in 

2015 with four continental qualifying events, a World Series of Boxing/AIBA Professional 

Boxing tournament and a fi nal World Olympic Games qualifying event in June 2016. 

Women: In the women’s division, AIBA has identifi ed two international qualifying 

tournaments, which will both take place in 2016. The top-four fi nishers in the three 

women’s Olympic weight divisions at the 2016 Women’s World Championships will 

earn the fi rst berths, and the fi nal spots will be granted at the four continental qualifying 

tournaments. 

Full version: AIBA Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Boxing has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Boxing 

Team.

MEDIA CONTACT

Julie Goldsticker | julie@goldstickerpr.com | (719) 542-9690
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http://www.aiba.org/documents/site1/Events/2016/Olympic%20Games/2014-02%20-%20Rio%202016%20-%20Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Boxing%20-%20EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Canoe Slalom: Per International Canoe Federation rules, qualifi cation for the 2016 

Games is based on results from the 2015 ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships, 

which will be held in the United Kingdom and various continental qualifi cation events. 

For U.S. athletes, the 2015 Pan American Games will serve as the continental qualifi er.

Full version: ICF Canoe Slalom Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

Canoe Sprint: Mirroring canoe slalom, per ICF rules, qualifi cation for the 2016  Games 

is based on results from the 2015 ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships in Milan, and 

various continental qualifi cation events. For U.S. athletes, the continental qualifi er will be 

the 2015 Pan American Games. 

Full version: ICF Canoe Sprint Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System 

SELECTION 

USA Canoe/Kayak has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 

Canoe/Kayak Team.

KEY DATES 

2015 

July 18-19 Pan American Championships (Toronto, Ontario)

Aug. 19-23 ICF Canoe Sprint World Championships (Milan, Italy)

Sept. 16-20 ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships (Great Britain)

2016

TBD  2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Canoe/Kayak (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACT

Aaron Mann | aaron@usack.org | (301) 325-9504
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http://canoeing.by/pics/files/RIO2016/Rio_2016_Qualification_System_FINAL_Canoe_Slalom.pdf
http://canoeing.by/pics/files/RIO2016/Rio_2016_Qualification_System_FINAL_Canoe_Sprint.pdf


QUALIFICATION 
BMX: In order to send a full contingent of BMX cyclists to the 2016 Games, the U.S. 
must qualify three male and two female cyclists. Qualifi ed countries will be determined 
using International Cycling Union rankings by nation, which were established in May 
2014. The men must be in the top fi ve to earn all three slots, while the women must be 
in the top four. Countries that do not qualify by the UCI rankings can qualify at the 2014 
UCI BMX World Championships.
Full version: UCI BMX Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

Mountain: The U.S. can qualify up to three men’s and two women’s mountain cyclists. 
Slots will be given based on the UCI Olympic Qualifi cation Rankings, which is a 
combination of the UCI ranking by nation as of May 2015 and May 2016. Countries that 
do not qualify quota places through the UCI Olympic Qualifi cation Ranking can qualify 
through the individual ranking from the 2015 Continental Championships. 
Full version: UCI Mountain Bike Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

Road: The maximum number of start spots in road racing is fi ve for men and four for 
women. The top-fi ve countries as determined by the UCI’s 2015 Final Nation Ranking 
will earn the right to send the maximum number of riders to contest at the 2016 Games. 
In order for two of these men and women to start the time trial portion, the U.S. must 
have at least one rider internationally ranked in the top 15 overall as of May 31, 2016, 
and one fi nish inside the top 10 in the race against the clock at the 2015 UCI World 
Championships.  
Full version: UCI Road Cycling Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

Track: Up to 15 start spots will be available for qualifi ed U.S. track cyclists, including 
eight men’s and seven for women. Both men and women can qualify a maximum of two 
spots for sprint and Keirin, one spot for omnium, and one four-person team for the team 
pursuit. Additionally, men can qualify a team of three and women can qualify a team of 
two for the team sprint. The top countries in the UCI Olympic Track Ranking, which will 
be determined based on results from the 2015 and 2016 Continental Championships, 
world cups and world championships, will be awarded start spots for the 2016 Games. 
The top-nine National Olympic Committees will be awarded a maximum of one start 
spot per event for men and women in team sprint, sprint, Keirin, and team pursuit, and 
the top-18 NOCs will be awarded a maximum of one start spot in the omnium for men 
and women.
Full version: UCI Track Cycling Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 
USA Cycling has not yet released selection procedures for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.

KEY DATES 
2015
Jan. 7-11 Cyclo-cross (Austin, Texas)
May 23-25 Pro Road and TT (Chattanooga, Tenn.)
June 24-28 Amateur Road (North Lake Tahoe, Calif.)
July 9-12  Gravity Mountain Bike (Mammoth Mountain, Calif.)
July 16-19 Cross-country Mountain Bike (Bend, Ore.)

MEDIA CONTACTS
Bill Kellick | bkellick@usacycling.org | (719) 434-4274
Kevin Loughery | kloughery@usacycling.org | (719) 434-4277
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-CyclingBMX.pdf
http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-CyclingMountainBike.pdf
http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-RoadCycling.pdf
http://www.uci.ch/Modules/BUILTIN/getObject.asp?MenuId=&ObjTypeCode=FILE&type=FILE&id=OTQ3ODQ&LangId=1


QUALIFICATION 

The United States will have three qualifying opportunities to earn spots to compete at 

the 2016 Olympic Games. The U.S. may earn a maximum of 12 spots: one in each 

of the four synchronized events (men’s and women’s 3-meter and 10-meter) and two 

apiece in each of the four individual events (men’s and women’s 3-meter and 10-meter).

The fi rst opportunity to qualify will be at the 2015 Pan American Games, in which 

winners of each of the four individual events will earn quota spots for their National 

Olympic Committees. The 2015 FINA World Championships will serve as the second 

qualifying opportunity with the top-12 fi nishers in each of the four individual Olympic 

events earning quota spots for their respective nations. The fi nal qualifying opportunity 

will be the 2016 FINA Diving World Cup in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. In each of the four 

synchronized events, the top-four countries not already qualifi ed will earn quota spots. 

In each of the individual events, the top-18 fi nishers will earn quota spots, provided the 

diver did not already earn a quota spot at a previous qualifying event. Additional quota 

places may be available in the individual events, but only until the maximum quota of 34 

divers in each respective event is fi lled. Should additional spots be available, they will be 

allocated to divers ranked No. 19 and higher at the world cup. 

Full version: FINA Diving Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The U.S. team will be selected at the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Diving, to be 

held June 18-26 in Indianapolis. 

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 12-17  AT&T National Diving Championships (Knoxville, Tenn.)

Dec. 17-21  USA Diving Winter National Championships (Columbus, Ohio)

2015

April 9-12  USA Diving Synchronized National Championships (TBD) 

May 14-17  World Championships Trials for individual Olympic events (TBD)

July 10-13  Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 25-Aug. 2  FINA World Championships (Kazan, Russia)

July 28-Aug. 13 USA Diving National Championships (TBD) 

Dec. 15-20  USA Diving Winter National Championships (TBD) 

2016

February  FINA Diving World Cup (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

April 7-10  USA Diving Synchronized National Championships (TBD) 

June 18-26  U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Diving (Indianapolis, Ind.)

MEDIA CONTACT

Jennifer Lowery | jennifer.lowery@usadiving.org | (317) 237-5256

7

diving
  

  
Q

U
A

L
IF

IC
A

T
IO

N
 &

 S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

http://www.fina.org/H2O/docs/events/rio2016/2014-06%20-%20Rio%202016%20-%20Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Diving%20-%20EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

The United States will have opportunities to secure spots for the 2016 Olympic Games 

in dressage, eventing and jumping by earning top fi nishes at either the 2014 FEI World 

Equestrian Games or the 2015 Pan American Games.

Full version: FEI Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The United States Equestrian Foundation has not yet released selection procedures for 

the 2016 U.S. Olympic Equestrian Team.

KEY DATES 

2014 

Aug. 23-Sept. 7 FEI World Equestrian Games (Normandy, France)

2015

July 10-26  Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Kathleen Landwehr | klandwehr@usef.org | (859) 225-6937

Helen Murray | hmurray@usef.org | (859) 225-6930
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http://www.fei.org/fei/games/olympic/rio-2016


QUALIFICATION 
The 2016 Olympic qualifi cation system is a multi-tiered process. Men’s and women’s 
epee, men’s foil and women’s saber are considered both individual and team events, 
meaning the fi rst method by which the United States can qualify slots is to have a 
team ranked in the top four in the world as of April 4, 2016, through the International 
Fencing Federation Offi cial Team Ranking List. The rankings are based on results from 
international team competition events – including world cups, world championships 
and Pan American championships – beginning April 3, 2015, and running through April 
4, 2016. If the U.S. isn’t ranked in the top four in the world, it can still qualify if ranked 
as the top team in the Pan American Zone – North and South America – that has not 
otherwise qualifi ed and are ranked between No. 5-16 in the FIE Offi cial Team Rankings. 

If a team doesn’t qualify through the method above, athletes may still qualify individually. 
An athlete may qualify if he or she is one of the top-two fencers from the Pan American 
Zone on the FIE Individual Adjusted Offi cial Ranking.

The fi nal qualifi cation opportunity is the Zone Qualifi er, which will be held on a date to be 
determined after April 4, 2016. The athlete who wins the Zone Qualifi er will earn the right 
to compete at the 2016 Games. 

For women’s foil and men’s saber, there are no team events at the 2016 Games, 
and each nation is allowed a maximum of two competitors for each of these events. 
Therefore, athletes will be qualifi ed by name through the Adjusted Offi cial Ranking List. 
The top-14 individual fencers on the AOR will qualify for the Games with a maximum 
allotment of two fencers per nation. Then, slots will be allocated to the next eight 
athletes with a maximum of two per zone – Pan Am, Europe, Asia / Oceania and Africa. 
Within this allocation by zone, a maximum of one athlete per nation may be selected. If 
the United States doesn’t qualify an athlete through either of those methods, then a U.S. 
athlete will be selected to participate in the Zone Qualifi er with the winner of that event 
earning the right to compete at the 2016 Games. 

Full version: FIE Rio 2016 Olympic Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 
USA Fencing has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Fencing Team. These guidelines will be posted no later than winter of 2015. 

KEY DATES 
2015
April 3  Beginning of FIE Olympic Qualifi cation Period
April TBD Pan American Zonal Championships (Santiago, Chile)
July 15-22 Senior World Championships (Moscow, Russia)

2016
April 4  End of FIE Olympic qualifi cation period
April 15-18 USA Fencing National Championships (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACT
Nicole Jomantas | n.jomantas@usfencing.org | (719) 866-4548
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http://fie.ch/download/letters/2013/info/11/en/13.1%20systeme%20qualification%20jo%202016%20ANG.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Per the International Hockey Federation, the gold medalist at the 2015 Pan American 

Games, which serves as the North American continental qualifi er, will receive an 

automatic berth to the 2016 Olympic Games. The top-three teams at each 2015 FIH 

World League Semifi nal also receive automatic berths. If teams have already qualifi ed 

through continental qualifi cations, quota spots will be awarded to the next highest-

ranked teams in the world league semifi nal. The U.S. received an automatic bid to the 

2014-15 FIH World League Semifi nal based on its top-11 world ranking. 

Full version: FIH Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

From the 30-person U.S. women’s national team roster, athletes will be selected by the 

U.S. coaching staff to compete in various tournaments leading up to the 2016 Games. 

Pending qualifi cation, the fi nal 16-member roster will be announced following the 2016 

Champions Trophy.

KEY DATES 

2015

June 10-21 World League Semifi nal (Valencia, Spain)

July 15-16 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

September World League Finals (Argentina)

2016

June  Champions Trophy (Great Britain)

MEDIA CONTACT

Kait Mitchell | kmitchell@usafi eldhockey.com | (719) 866-4363
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http://www.fih.ch/files/Sport/General%20documents/2014-02%20-%20Rio%202016%20-%20Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Hockey%20-%20EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Both the men’s and women’s golf competitions at the 2016 Olympic Games will feature 

60 players competing in a 72-hole stroke play tournament. The fi eld will be determined 

by the International Golf Federation’s Olympic Golf Ranking list, which is based on a 

player’s offi cial world ranking. All players within the top 15 as of July 11, 2016, will be 

eligible to play for their respective Olympic teams, with one limitation – only four players 

can qualify from each country. In an effort to be as inclusive as possible, the rest of the 

fi eld will be determined by the world golf rankings, with a maximum of two players per 

country for countries that don’t have more than two players in the top 15.

Full version: IGF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Golf has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Golf 

Team.

MEDIA CONTACT

Andy Levinson | andylevinson@pgatourhq.com 
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http://igfederation.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2014-02-Rio-2016-Qualification-System-FINAL-Golf-EN-.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Artistic: As laid out by the International Gymnastics Federation, 98 men and 98 women 

will qualify for the 2016 Games. The top-eight men’s and women’s teams at the 2015 

World Championships will advance, with teams ranked 9-16 moving to a Test Event for 

a second chance at qualifi cation. Any individual event champions at 2015 worlds, who 

are not part of a qualifi ed team, will also qualify. At the Test Event, the top-four countries 

will advance to the 2016 Games in team competition. For individuals, 18 men and 24 

women will qualify, along with any additional spots fi lled by the continental, Tripartite 

Commission and host country representation. All qualifi ers must meet the FIG technical 

standards, including age minimums, which are 18 (born in 1998) for men and 16 (born in 

2000) for women.

Rhythmic: Rhythmic gymnastics is split into individual and group qualifi cation. For 

individuals, 24 athletes worldwide will advance to the 2016 Games. These spots are 

determined at the 2015 World Championships, where the top-15 athletes, max two per 

country, based on all-around results will qualify. Additionally, the top six in all-around 

fi nals at the 2016 Test Event will qualify by name, plus three spots will be selected by 

the Tripartite Commission, Continental representation and host country. A total of 14 

groups can qualify to the 2016 Games. Ten groups will qualify through the 2015 World 

Championships, with the top eight from the qualifi cation round and two reserved for 

continental representation. At the Test Event, the top-three groups in the qualifying round 

will advance, with the last spot for the host country or the next best-ranked country. All 

athletes must meet the FIG technical standards, including minimum age which is 16 

(born in 2000).

Trampoline: A total of 16 men and 16 women will qualify to the 2016 Games. The 

top-eight men and top-eight women at the 2015 World Championships will qualify, 

with a max of two men and two women per country. In addition, the top-fi ve men and 

top-fi ve women at the Test Event will qualify, with a max of one athlete per country. 

The remaining spots will be fi lled with Tripartite Commission and/or continental and 

host country representation. Athletes must meet the FIG technical standards, including 

minimum age which is 18 for men and women (born in 1998).

SELECTION 

USA Gymnastics has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 

Artistic, Rhythmic or Trampoline Teams.

Continued ...
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KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 21-24 P&G Championships (Pittsburgh, Pa.); men’s and women’s artistic

Aug. 20-Sept. 1 Senior Pan American Championships (Toronto, Ontario), 2015 Pan 

  American Games qualifi er

Sept. 21-28 World Championships, (Izmir, Turkey); rhythmic

Oct. 3-12 World Championships (Nanning, China); men’s and women’s artistic

Nov. 7-9 World Championships (Daytona Beach, Fla.); trampoline

2015

March 7 AT&T American Cup (Arlington, Texas); men’s and women’s artistic

Feb. 19-21 Winter Cup Challenge (Las Vegas, Nev.); men’s artistic

June 23-28 USA Gymnastics Championships (TBD); rhythmic and trampoline

July 10-26 XVII Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 16-19 National Qualifi er (Colorado Springs, Colo.); men’s artistic

July 25  Secret U.S. Classic (TBD); women’s artistic

Aug. 13-16 P&G Championships (Indianapolis, Ind.); men’s and women’s artistic

Sept. 7-13 World Championships (Stuttgart, Germany); rhythmic

Oct. 23-Nov. 1 World Championships (Glasgow, Great Britain); men’s and women’s artistic

Nov. 25-28 World Championships (Odense, Denmark); trampoline

2016*

Feb. TBD* Winter Cup Challenge (TBD); men’s artistic

March 5* AT&T American Cup (TBD); men’s and women’s artistic

April 7-10* Pacifi c Rim Gymnastics Championships (TBD) 

April TBD Olympic Games Test Event (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

May/June TBD Secret U.S. Classic (TBD); women’s artistic

June 7-11* USA Gymnastics Championships (TBD); rhythmic and trampoline

June 23-26* P&G Championships (TBD); men’s and women’s artistic

July 8-10* U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Gymnastics (TBD)

*These dates are tentative and subject to change.

MEDIA CONTACT

Leslie King | lking@usagym.com | (317) 829-5656
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QUALIFICATION 

Olympic judo competition is divided by gender and weight class, and each country is 

allowed to send one fi ghter per division. To qualify for an Olympic team, a female athlete 

must rank within the top 14 in the world, while a male athlete must sit within the top 22, 

based on points accumulated during elite qualifi cation tournaments.

In addition, continental judo associations, including the Pan American Judo 

Confederation, have quotas, or an allotment of positions, which they can fi ll in addition to 

those qualifi ed directly by each nation. The PJC fi lls these spots by raw ranking, without 

respect to gender or division. The PJC quota allows for eight women and 13 men 

throughout the Americas.

Full version: IJF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Judo has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Judo 

Team.

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 25-31 Youth Olympic Games (Nanjing, China)

2015

July 11-14 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 25-26 Asia Open (Taipei, Taipei)

July 25-26 Pan American Open (Santiago, Chile)

MEDIA CONTACT

Diego Osorio | diegoosorio@msn.com 
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http://www.intjudo.eu/upload/2014_02/06/139168400889764938/2014_02___rio_2016___qualification_system___final___judo___en_1.pdf?PHPSESSID=1qdv806pjd5bhl8a5kdnv7q6m3


QUALIFICATION & SELECTION

Each country may send a maximum of two pentathletes to the 2016 Olympic Games for 

a total fi eld of 36 males and 36 females. U.S. athletes can qualify via fi ve different routes: 

direct qualifi cation at designated competitions, by winning one of the 2016 UIPM World 

Cup events, fi nishing in the top three at the 2015 and 2016 World Championships, 

fi nishing as the top North American at the 2015 Pan American Games, or qualifying via 

world rankings if quotas are needed to fi ll the remaining 36 spots.   

U.S. athletes must also qualify in order to compete at world cups and world 

championships. This qualifi cation is conducted through domestic competitions, such as 

national championships and U.S. national team qualifying events, in addition to coaches’ 

selection and world rankings.   

Full version: UIPM Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

KEY DATES 

2015

June 28-July 6  UIPM Senior World Championships (Berlin, Great Britain)

July 18-19  Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

2016

Feb. 25-29  UIPM World Cup #1 (Cairo, Egypt)

March 10-14  UIPM World Cup #2 (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

March 31- April 4 UIPM World Cup #3 (Rome, Italy)

April 14-18  UIPM World Cup #4 (Budapest, Hungary)

May 17-23  UIPM Senior World Championships (Moscow, Russia)

May 28-30  UIPM World Cup Final (Sarasota, Fla.)

MEDIA CONTACT

John Amabile | jcamabile@gmail.com 
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http://www.pentathlon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014-02-Rio-2016-Qualification-System-FINAL-Modern-Pentathlon-....pdf


QUALIFICATION 

The qualifi cation process for rowing at the 2016 Olympic Games falls into fi ve basic 

categories. Boats are fi rst categorized into priority-class boats, which are fully funded by 

USRowing. From there, boats are classifi ed as “big boats” and “small boats,” and fi nally 

categorized into qualifi ed or non-qualifi ed boats.

The 2015 World Championships will serve as the fi rst qualifi cation opportunity, slated 

for Aug. 30-Sept. 6 in Aiguebelette, France. Crews will have a second opportunity to 

earn national quota spots at the Final Olympic Qualifi cation Regatta, held May 2016 in 

Lucerne, Switzerland.

Full version: FISA Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Selection to the 2016 U.S. Olympic Rowing Team will be made in one of two methods 

for big and small boats. Spots for the big boat events (eights, quads and fours) will be 

determined through a selection camp, with the exception of the men’s quadruple sculls, 

which will be determined through a trials process. Meanwhile, the small boat events 

– including men’s single sculls, women’s single sculls, men’s double sculls, women’s 

double sculls, lightweight men’s double sculls, lightweight women’s double sculls, men’s 

pair and women’s pair –  are selected through a trials process. Specifi c details regarding 

dates and procedures have yet to be announced.  

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 24-31  World Rowing Championships (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

2015

Aug. 30-Sept. 6 World Rowing Championships (Aiguebelette, France)

2016

April 15-17       World Rowing Cup I (Varese, ITA)

May 20-23  Olympic Qualifi cation Regatta (Lucerne, Switzerland)

March 28-29  Rowing World Cup II (Lucerne, Switzerland)

June 18-19  Rowing World Cup III (Poznan, Poland)

MEDIA CONTACT

Allison Frederick | allison@usrowing.org | (609) 751-0710
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Rowing.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

In addition to host nation Brazil, 11 nations will have three chances to qualify for the 

men’s and women’s rugby tournaments for the 2016 Olympic Games. The 2014-15 

International Rugby Board Rugby Sevens World Series and 2014-15 IRB Women’s 

Sevens Series will serve as the fi rst qualifi cation opportunity, with the top-four men’s 

and women’s teams earning national quota spots. From there, six regional tournaments 

will be held between June-September 2015 to determine the six remaining slots, with 

U.S. teams facing nations from North America and the Caribbean. The fi nal qualifi cation 

opportunity will be in the form of a repechage tournament, to be held in June 2016. 

Full version: IRB Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The 2016 U.S. Olympic men’s and women’s rugby teams will be chosen by head 

coaches and their respective staffs after evaluation in numerous training camps, matches 

and qualifying games leading up to the Rio Games.

KEY DATES 

2014-15

Oct. 2014-May 2015 IRB Rugby Sevens World Series (various locations)

Oct. 2014-May 2015 IRB Women’s Sevens Series (various locations) 

June-Sept. 2015 Regional Tournaments (TBD)

2016

June   Final repechage tournaments (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACT

Chad Wise | cwise@usarubgy.org | (303) 539-0300, ext. 133
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http://usarugby.org/documentation/olympic-qualification.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

The U.S. may enter a maximum of one boat per event, for a total of 15 athletes – eight 

men and seven women. Of the entry quota in each event, 50 percent will qualify based 

on the best-ranked nations in the corresponding events at the 2014 International Sailing 

Federation World Championships, to be held in September in Santander, Spain. The 

remaining places in each event will qualify at the 2015 Class World Championship and 

in a series of continental qualifi cation events sanctioned by the ISAF, to be completed by 

June 1, 2016.

Full version: ISAF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

US Sailing has not yet released the selection procedures for the 2016 Olympic Sailing 

Team.

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 3-9 Rio 2016 Olympic Test Regatta (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)

Sept. 12-21 ISAF Sailing World Championships (Santander, Spain)

2015

Jan. 26-31 ISAF Sailing World Cup (Miami, Fla.)

July 10-26      Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

2016

Jan. 25-30 ISAF Sailing World Cup (Miami, Fla.)

Feb. 2-9 49er, 49erFX and Nacra 17 World Championships (Clearwater, Fla.)

MEDIA CONTACT

Will Ricketson | willricketson@ussailing.org | (401) 683-0800, ext. 621
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http://www.sailing.org/tools/documents/201402Rio2016QualificationSystemFINALSailingEN-%5b16399%5d.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

A total of 390 shooters worldwide will earn a quota place to compete in the 15 Olympic 

shooting events at the 2016 Olympic Games. Athletes begin competing to earn these 

places at the 2014 International Shooting Sport Federation World Championships in 

September, and at world cup events and continental championships in 2015. During 

this time, quota places are generally awarded to top fi nishers. The biggest change from 

Olympic qualifi cation since 2012 is that inations can qualify up to two individuals in 

women’s shotgun events, whereas previously, one quota spot was allotted per country. 

With this amendment, all countries can earn up to two Olympic quota places in each of 

the 15 events.  

Full version: ISSF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Individual athlete selection for USA Shooting will be determined through one of 

two processes. The fi rst is earning a nomination through a points system based on 

international performance at the 2014 ISSF World Championships, 2014 Championship 

of the Americas, 2015 ISSF World Cups, 2015 World Clay Target Championships and 

the 2015 Pan American Games. Point system qualifi ers will be determined by November 

2015. The second selection process will be conducted at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials 

– Shooting, which will select the individuals who did not earn an Olympic nomination 

through the points system. USA Shooting expects to have all team selections completed 

by the Rio 2016 Olympic Test Event for Shooting, slated for April 2016.

MEDIA CONTACTS

Kevin Neuendorf | kevin.neuendorf@usashooting.org | (719) 866-4605

Jessica Delos Reyes | jessica.delosreyes@usashooting.org | (719) 866-4896

19

shooting
  

  
Q

U
A

L
IF

IC
A

T
IO

N
 &

 S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

http://www.usashooting.org/library/Policies_and_Procedures/OG_Rio_2016_-_ISSF_Qualification_System_EN_-_Version_Feb_2014.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Men: In addition to host nation Brazil, 15 nations will qualify from six separate 

continental competitions in the men’s tournament. There will be a CONCACAF Olympic 

Qualifying Tournament staged at the beginning of 2016, with dates, country, venues and 

participants still to be determined.

Women: In addition to host nation Brazil, 11 nations will qualify from six separate 

continental competitions in the women’s tournament. There will be a CONCACAF 

Olympic Qualifying Tournament staged at the beginning of 2016, with dates, country, 

venues and participants still to be determined.

SELECTION 

Pending qualifi cation, the 2016 U.S. Olympic Teams for men’s and women’s soccer will 

be chosen by head coaches Jurgen Klinsmann and Jill Ellis, and their respective staffs 

after evaluation in numerous training camps, matches and qualifying games leading up 

to the Games.

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 5-24 FIFA Under-20 Women’s World Cup (Canada)

Oct. 15-26 CONCACAF Qualifying Tournament for the 2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup  

  (Kansas City, Kan.; Chicago, Ill.; Washington, D.C.; and Philadelphia, Pa.)

2015

June 6-July 5 FIFA Women’s World Cup (Canada)

2016

January CONCACAF Women’s Olympic Qualifying Tournament (TBD)

January CONCACAF Men’s Olympic Qualifying Tournament (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Men: Michael Kammarman | mkammarman@ussoccer.org | (312) 528-1246

Women: Aaron Heifetz | aheifetz@ussoccer.org | (312) 630-2287

20

soccer
  

  
Q

U
A

L
IF

IC
A

T
IO

N
 &

 S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N



QUALIFICATION 
Pool: Team USA will earn two spots per individual Olympic event, provided two athletes 
have met FINA’s “A” time standard.
Full version: FINA Rio 2016 Swimming Qualifi cation System

Open Water: Athletes will qualify as individuals (not as national quota spots) at the 2015 
FINA World Championships 10-kilometer event in Kazan, Russia, and the 2016 FINA 
Olympic Marathon Swim Qualifi er. 
Full version: FINA Rio 2016 Marathon Swimming Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 
Pool: Swimmers will be selected at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Swimming, to be 
held July 2016 in Omaha, Neb.

Open Water: The top-10 fi nishers in the 10-kilometer event at the 2015 FINA World 
Championships will qualify for the 2016 Olympic Games. A maximum of two athletes per 
gender, per country can qualify at this event. If a country does not qualify a male and/or 
female athlete(s) at the 2015 World Championships, it may enter up to two athletes per 
gender at the 2016 FINA Olympic Marathon Swim Qualifi er. The top-nine eligible fi nishers 
(who are not already qualifi ed) per gender will qualify for the 2016 Games. In addition, 
each continental champion will also receive an automatic qualifying spot. A country can 
qualify only one athlete per gender at the 2016 FINA Olympic Marathon Swim Qualifi er.

KEY DATES 
2014
Aug. 6-10 Phillips 66 National Championships (Irvine, Calif.): qualifi er for 2014 Pan  
  Pacifi c Championships, fi rst qualifi er for 2015 FINA World Championships
Aug. 21-25 Pan Pacifi c Championships (Gold Coast, Australia): second qualifi er for  
  2015 FINA World Championships
Dec. 3-7 FINA Short Course World Championships (Doha, Qatar)
Dec. 4-6 AT&T Winter National Championships (Greensboro, N.C.)

2015
Spring  USA Swimming Open Water National Championships (TBD): qualifi er for  
  2015 FINA World Championship
July 3-14 World University Games (Gwangju, Korea)
July 11-18 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)
July 24-30 FINA Open Water World Championships (Kazan, Russia)
Aug. 2-9 FINA World Championships (Kazan, Russia) 
Aug. 6-10 Phillips 66 National Championships (San Antonio, Texas)
Dec. 3-5 AT&T Winter National Championships (Federal Way, Wash.)

2016
Spring  FINA Olympic Marathon Swim Qualifi er (TBD):
July  U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Swimming (Omaha, Neb.)

MEDIA CONTACTS
Scott Leightman | sleightman@usaswimming.org | (719) 866-3588
John Martin | jmartin@usaswimming.org | (719) 866-3603
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http://www.fina.org/H2O/docs/events/rio2016/2014-07%20-%20Rio%202016%20-%20Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Swimming%20-%20EN.pdf
http://www.fina.org/H2O/docs/events/rio2016/2014-02-Rio%202016-Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Marathon%20Swimming%20-%20EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Team: An Olympic qualifi er will take place in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where 

the top-eight teams will compete to earn a qualifying spot at the 2016 Games.

Duet: The U.S. will compete for one of 24 duet spots at the 2016 Games by earning 

a top-fi nish at the 2015 Pan American Games. Alternatively, the U.S. will have an 

opportunity to qualify at the Olympic Qualifi er in April 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Full version: FINA Rio 2016 Synchronized Swimming Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Pending qualifi cation, nominations will determine which athletes are eligible to compete 

for their spot on the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team in the duet and team synchronized 

swimming events. The duet and team nominations will take place in September 2015 

and May 2016. The nomination process will be followed by the U.S. Olympic Team Trials 

– Synchronized Swimming, which will determine fi nal team member selection.

KEY DATES 

2014

Oct. 2-5 FINA Synchronized Swimming World Cup (Quebec City, Quebec)

2015

March  French Open

April 7-11 U.S. National Championships (Gainesville, Fla.)

June  U.S. Open

July 8-11 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 24-Aug. 9 FINA World Aquatic Championships (Kazan, Russia)

MEDIA CONTACT

Dax Lowery | dax.lowery@sbcglobal.net | (317) 287-9403
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-SynchronisedSwimming.pdf


QUALIFICATION 
As determined by the International Table Tennis Federation, each country is allowed a 
maximum of three players per gender for a total of six possible players. Quota spots can 
be accounted for by three athletes competing in the team event or no more than two 
athletes competing in the singles event. The fi rst opportunity for athletes to qualify will 
be through regional qualifi cation events in North America. The U.S. will host an Olympic 
qualifying event to determine the top-six athletes who will compete against the top-six 
Canadian athletes for the three regional slots – with a maximum of two per country – and 
team slot that will represent the North American region at the 2016 Olympic Games. 
Athletes who have participated in the regional qualifi cation events but have not yet 
qualifi ed will be eligible for qualifi cation through the ITTF Olympic Singles Ranking list 
that will be published in May 2016. The top-22 athletes will be qualifi ed provided the 
maximum number of two athletes per country has not already been met. Additionally, 
athletes who win at the 2015 Pan American Games in men’s or women’s singles will 
qualify. Final worldwide qualifying competitions will be held for remaining slots.

Full version: ITTF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 
USA Table Tennis has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Table Tennis Team.

KEY DATES 
2014
Dec. 16-20 U.S. National Championships (Las Vegas, Nev.)
Dec. 31 ITTF and Continental Federations determine continental qualifi cation 
  tournaments for singles
2015
January  ITTF announces Continental Qualifi cation tournaments
April  NCTTA Championships (Eau Claire, Wis.)
April 6-May 3 World Championships (Suzhou, China)
July 1  Continental Qualifi cation process begins
July 19-25 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

2016
May  ITTF Olympic Ranking lists are published (singles and teams)
May 26  Brazil to confi rm use of host country quota places
May 30  ITTF to inform NOCs/NFs of allocated quota places and the list of 
  qualifi ed athletes
May 30  Tripartite Commission to confi rm allocation of Invitation Places to the  
  NOCs
June 15 NOCs to confi rm use of allocated quota places and names of qualifi ed  
  athletes to ITTF
June 30 ITTF to reallocate all unused quota places and publish fi nal qualifi cation/ 
  participation list

MEDIA CONTACT

Sean O’Neill | sean@usatt.org | (503) 841-5371
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http://www.teamusa.org/USA-Table-Tennis/Features/2014/February/21/2016-Olympic-Rio-Qualification-System


QUALIFICATION  & SELECTION

U.S. taekwondo athletes will have two opportunities to qualify for the 2016 Olympic 

Games. A total of 48 athletes will be awarded qualifi cation based on their offi cial World 

Taekwondo Federation ranking. The U.S. will be eligible for a maximum of one quota 

spot per weight division, for a possible total of eight U.S. athletes (four men and four 

women). If the U.S. does not qualify at least two male and two female athletes through 

the world rankings, an additional 16 qualifi cation spots will be up for grabs at the Pan 

American Qualifi cation Tournament. Four additional wild card spots will be available if an

athlete does not qualify by virtue of their world ranking or fi nish at an offi cial continental 

tournament.

Full version: WTF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

KEY DATES 

2014

Aug. 17-21 Youth Olympic Games (Nanjing, China)

Nov. 1  Las Vegas Open Championships (Las Vegas, Nev.)

2015

July 19-22 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

MEDIA CONTACT

Ryan Lucas | ryan.lucas@usaweightlifting.org 
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Taekwondo.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Twelve nations will compete in the both the men’s and women’s team handball 

competitions at the 2016 Olympic Games. In addition to host nation Brazil, the 2015 

world champion will directly qualify for the 2016 Games, while the top-six fi nishers at 

the 2015 World Championships will qualify for one of three IHF Olympic Qualifi cation 

Tournaments. If, however, a nation directly qualifi es as a continental champion – at either 

the 2015 Pan American Championships, 2016 European Championships, 2016 African 

Nations Championships or 2015 Asian Olympic Qualifi cation – its Olympic qualifi cation 

tournament slot will be awarded to the next highest-placing nation from the world 

championships. The second, and possibly, third-place fi nishers from each continental 

championship will qualify for a chance to compete for one of six remaining quota spots 

via three Olympic qualifi cation tournaments. Up fi rst, Team USA will look to qualify for the 

2015 Pan American Games, to be held July 10-26 in Toronto. 

Full version: IHF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The USA Team Handball Men’s and Women’s National Team Advisory Committee – 

comprised of national team coaches, senior National Governing Body leaders and 

athlete representatives – will monitor player performance in all national and international 

competitions leading up to the 2016 Games. The advisory committee will also fi nalize 

athlete selection procedures, which will help evaluate candidates for the U.S. men’s and 

women’s rosters. Athlete selection procedures and selection criteria will be available at 

TeamUSA.org/USA-Team-Handball.

KEY DATES 

2015

July 10-26 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

MEDIA CONTACT

Maurice Godwin | maurice@usateamhandball.org | (407) 929-2496
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Handball.pdf


QUALIFICATION & SELECTION

The 2016 Olympic tennis competition will include 64-player draws for both men’s and 

women’s singles, 32-team draws for men’s and women’s doubles and a 16-team draw 

for mixed doubles, which will return for its second straight Games (note: the 2012 

Games marked the fi rst time mixed doubles was played at an Olympics since 1924). 

Eligibility for Olympic tennis includes world rankings and whether a player has made him 

or herself available to participate in the International Tennis Federation’s international 

team events – including the Davis Cup, Fed Cup and Hopman Cup – during the current 

Olympiad. The international computer rankings – ATP World Tour for men and WTA 

for women – as of June 6, 2016, will be used to determine eligible players for direct 

acceptance into the Olympic tennis events. Countries will be allowed a maximum of four 

singles entries and two doubles teams per gender for a maximum of six men and six 

women.  

Full version: ITF Qualifi cation System 

MEDIA CONTACT

Tim Curry | curry@usta.com | (914) 696-7077
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Tennis.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Each country is allowed up to three athletes or one relay team per event. Athletes 

must meet time standards during the qualifi cation period at competitions organized or 

authorized by the International Association of Athletics Federation, its area associations 

or its national member federations, to qualify. Wind-assisted performances and hand-

timed performances in the 100-meter, 200, 400 hurdles events, and the 4x100 will not 

be accepted. 

Full version: IAAF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Athletes will earn nominations at the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Marathon (Feb. 

13) and 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Track & Field (July 1-10). Athletes must fi nish 

in the top-three of their event to secure a spot on the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team provided 

they have met the Olympic “A” standard. Additional athletes will be selected to fi ll the 

relay pools for the 4x100 and 4x400. Results of relay races will count toward the relay 

entry standards for the Olympic Games on condition they are staged in compliance with 

IAAF regulations and at least three international teams compete in the race.

KEY DATES 

2016

Feb. 13 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Marathon (Los Angeles, Calif.)

July 1-10 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Track & Field (Eugene, Ore.)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Jill Geer | jill.geer@usatf.org 

Susan Hazzard | susan.hazzard@usatf.org | (317) 713-4664
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http://www.olimpiyat.org.tr/Rio2016_Branslar/Atletizm.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Per the International Triathlon Union, 55 men and 55 women will qualify for the 2016 

Games, with a maximim of three athletes per country and an exception that only eight 

countries can qualify three athletes (all others we be allowed two maximum). All qualifi ers 

must also meet one of the following ITU criteria: winning a quota place for their country 

at the ITU Continental Olympic qualifi cation events; winning a quota place for their 

country at the 2015 ITU World Olympic qualifi cation event; ranked in the top 140 on 

the ITU Olympic Qualifi cation list; ranked in the top 140 in the 2015 ITU World Triathlon 

Series ranking; or ranked in the top 140 in the ITU points list.

Full version: ITU Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

USA Triathlon has not yet released selection procedures for the 2016 U.S. Olympic 

Triathlon Team.

KEY DATES 

2014

May 15  ITU 2016 Olympic Games qualifi cation period opens

2015

July 11-12 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

September ITU World Triathlon Series Grand Final (Chicago, Ill.)

TBD  ITU World Olympic Qualifi cation Event (TBD)

2016

May 15  ITU 2016 Olympic Games qualifi cation period closes

MEDIA CONTACT

Lindsay Wyskowski | lindsay.wyskowski@usatriathlon.org | (719) 955-2828
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http://www.triathlon.org/uploads/docs/2014-02_-_Rio_2016_-_Qualification_System_-_FINAL_-_Triathlon_-_EN_-_IOC_Comments.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Beach: Each nation can send up to four beach volleyball teams to the 2016 Olympic 

Games, including two men’s and two women’s teams. 

Full version: FIVB Beach Volleyball Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System 

Indoor: The 12 countries participating at the Rio 2016 Games will qualify via the 

following criteria per the International Volleyball Federation Board of Administration: 

two teams from the 2015 FIVB World Cup; one team from each country based on 

results from the 2015 Continental Championships or a continental Olympic qualifi cation 

tournament played after the 2015 FIVB World Cup; one team from each of the four world 

Olympic qualifi cation tournaments in 2016; and the host country (Brazil).  

The 2015 FIVB Volleyball World Cup is proposed to be the fi rst Olympic qualifi cation 

event, taking place between Aug. 22-Sept. 22. The four 2016 World Olympic 

Qualifi cation Tournaments will each feature a host country plus three other countries 

from the top two teams not yet qualifi ed. The three additional teams will be determined 

at either the 2015 Continental Championships or another continental Olympic 

qualifi cation tournament – in addition to two teams who, not yet qualifi ed, are the 

highest-ranked teams in the world rankings, though they cannot be from the same 

continent.

The U.S. Women’s National Indoor Volleyball Team has qualifi ed for the last three 

Olympic Games through the FIVB World Cup, while the U.S. Men’s National Indoor 

Volleyball Team has won the last four NORCECA Olympic Qualifi cation tournaments to 

advance to the Olympic Games.

Full version: FIVB Indoor Volleyball Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

Beach: If USA Volleyball moves forward with hosting a U.S. Olympic Team Trials –  

Beach Volleyball, teams will need to have a certain amount of FIVB ranking points to 

participate in the competition. Otherwise, selection will be based on players’ results in 

FIVB international events and Olympic qualifying rankings, which is determined by a 

team’s 12-best results within the qualifi cation period. 

Indoor: The coaching staff will recommend the fi nal roster and replacement players to 

the USAV Selection Review Committee from the members of the available player pool. 

The recommendations will be based upon the selection criteria, including cumulative 

statistical, videotape, written and observational evaluations of the U.S. men’s and 

women’s national volleyball team coaching staff.

Continued ...
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http://corporate.olympics.com.au/files/dmfile/Rio2016QualificationSystem-Volleyball.pdf


KEY DATES 

2014

Sept. 23-Oct. 12 FIVB World Championships (Italy)

2015 

Aug. 22-Sept. 6 FIVB Women’s World Cup Olympic Qualifi er (Tokyo, Japan)

Sept. 8-23  FIVB World Cup (Tokyo, Japan)

2016

May 10-16  NORCECA Olympic Qualifi cation Tournament (Dominican Republic)

May 15-June 5  Men’s Olympic Qualifi cation Tournaments (TBD)

May 15-June 5  Women’s World Olympic Qualifi cation Tournaments (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Beach & Men’s Indoor: B.J. Hoeptner Evans | bj.evans@usav.org | (719) 228-6855

Women’s Indoor: Bill Kauffman | bill.kauffman@usav.org | (719) 228-6800
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QUALIFICATION 

Men: Top fi nishes at the 2015 FINA World League Super Final and 2015 Pan American 

Games, as well as a top-two fi nish at the 2015 FINA World Championships will earn the 

U.S. men’s water polo team a spot at the 2016 Olympic Games. If the U.S. does not 

solidify its spot at one of those events, its last opportunity to qualify will be at the 2016 

Olympic qualifi cation tournament. 

Women: The U.S. women’s water polo team will compete at the 2016 Olympic 

qualifi cation tournament, in which the top-three teams will earn a spot to compete at the 

2016 Games. This will be Team USA’s only chance to qualify.

Full version: FINA Water Polo Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The 13 athletes who make up the U.S. Olympic Teams for men’s and women’s water 

polo will be selected by coach evaluation during both training and competition.

KEY DATES 

2015

July 7-15  Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

July 24-Aug. 9  FINA World Championships (Kazan, Russia)

MEDIA CONTACT

Greg Mescall | gmescall@usawaterpolo.org | (714) 500-5455
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http://www.fina.org/H2O/docs/events/rio2016/2014-02-Rio%202016-Qualification%20System%20-%20FINAL%20-%20WP%20%20-%20EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

Eight men’s and seven women’s weight classes will be contested at the 2014 and 

2015 International Weightlifting Federation World Championships, giving athletes the 

chance to earn placement points for their countries. These points will then be compiled 

to determine the number of athletes, men and women, each country can send to the 

2016 Olympic Games. If no spots are secured by world championship points, countries 

may qualify one spot through their assigned continental qualifi cation event, which for 

Team USA is the 2015 Pan American Games. If no spots are achieved through either of 

these mechanisms, there are a limited number of individual qualifi cation spots based on 

the IWF’s Olympic Qualifi cation Ranking List as well as Tripartite Commission spaces. 

A maximum of six men and four women from each nation, with a maximum of two per 

weight division, can qualify. Individuals must comply with IWF requirements, including 

minimum age which is set at 15 (born on or before Dec. 31, 2000).

Full version: IWF Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

 

SELECTION 

Following the 2015 World Championships, USA Weightlifting – in conjunction with the 

United States Olympic Committee – will host the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – 

Weightlifting to determine the 2016 U.S. Olympic Weightlifting Team. The top-15 men 

and top-15 women in the country will be invited to compete, and the athletes with 

the highest qualifying percentage at the end of the trials will be named to the team in 

accordance with the number of quota spots obtained at the 2015 World Championships 

or Pan American Games.  

KEY DATES 

2014

Nov. 4-16 World Championships (Almaty, Kazakhstan)

2015

July 10-26 Pan American Games (Toronto, Ontario)

Nov. 20-29 World Championships (Houston, Texas)

MEDIA CONTACT

Ryan Lucas | ryan.lucas@usaweightlifting.org 

32

weightlifting
  

  
Q

U
A

L
IF

IC
A

T
IO

N
 &

 S
E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

http://www.iwf.net/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/05/2014-05-28-Rio-2016-Qualification-System-FINAL-Weightlifting-EN.pdf


QUALIFICATION 

The 2016 Olympic Games will award 18 sets of medals in wrestling, including six for 

both men’s and women’s freestyle, and six in Greco-Roman. A total of 344 quota spots 

are up for grabs – 228 men’s and 108 women’s – with four designated to the host nation 

(Brazil) and four to the Tripartite Commission. 

The 2015 World Championships in Las Vegas, will serve as the fi rst qualifi cation 

opportunity, with the top-six fi nishers in each of the 18 Olympic weight classes earning 

national quota spots. The second phase of the qualifi cation process will consist of a 

series of continental qualifi cation tournaments in 2016, in which 144 additional spots will 

be awarded, including 36 each for Asia, the Americas, Europe and Oceania/Africa. The 

fi rst International Qualifi cation Tournament will serve as the third qualifi cation opportunity, 

with the top-three men and top-two women in each weight class earning one of 48 

quota spots. The fourth and fi nal phase of the qualifi cation process will be held at the 

second International Qualifi cation Tournament in which two wrestlers per weight class 

may qualify for the remaining 36 spots. 

Full version: FILA Rio 2016 Qualifi cation System

SELECTION 

The U.S. team will be selected at the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Wrestling, to be 

held April 23-24. More information regarding the qualifi cation standards for the Olympic 

Team Trials will be forthcoming.

KEY DATES 

The U.S. will host two major international wrestling events in 2015, including the 

Freestyle World Cup in Los Angeles and the 2015 World Championships in Las Vegas, 

which will mark the fi rst world wrestling championships on U.S. soil since New York City 

hosted the event in 2003. 

2014 

Sept. 9-15 World Championships (Tashkent, Uzbekistan)

2015

April 11-2 Freestyle World Cup (Los Angeles, Calif.)

May 9-10 U.S. Open (Las Vegas, Nev.)

Sept. 6-13 World Championships (Las Vegas, Nev.)

2016 

April 23-24 U.S. Olympic Team Trials – Wrestling (TBD)

MEDIA CONTACTS

Gary Abbott | gabbott@usawrestling.org | (719) 598-8181

Craig Sesker | csesker@usawrestling.org | (719) 598-8181
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http://www.fila-official.com/images/FILA/documents/jeux_olympiques/Qualification_System_FINAL_A.pdf

