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MOTTO:  ONCE AN OLYMPIAN; ALWAYS AN OLYMPIAN
                NEVER FORMER; NEVER PAST®

Dear U.S. Olympians and Paralympians,

Happy Spring!

This has been a good winter, despite the crazy weather. I have 

been watching the U.S. skiers and been inspired with their level 

of competition. Lindsay Vonn retired after making the podium in her final race, and Mikaela 

Shiffrin is so strong in every discipline she enters. After recovering from surgery following 

the 2018 Paralympic Winter Games, Oksana Masters dominated at the World Para Nordic 

Skiing Championships by winning five gold and one silver medal. I’m a little biased, being 

a summer athlete living in a winter resort in Idaho. But there are breakout performances 

across the board in both winter and summer sports by Team USA athletes and it couldn’t 

be more inspiring! 

This summer I’ll be watching the 2019 Pan and Parapan American Games held in Lima 

Peru, with over 8,500 athletes from 412 countries in the Americas. This year the Games 

will hold 424 events in 39 sports, with new events – to include, surfing, body building, 

skateboarding and sport climbing for a new experience and new viewers.  As in the Youth 

Olympic Games, there will be mixed team events for men and women in relays and doubles 

matches.  The evolution in sport continues and I love it!

This year, with new leadership and a new attitude of “Athletes First’, USOPA is moving 

into the Athletes Services division to strengthen our partnership with the USOC’s Athlete 

Career and Education Program and build on our growing relationship with the Athlete 

Advisory Council. 

I made the Mexico City 1968 Olympic team over 50 years ago while working toward my 

engineering degree at Oregon State University and it is still true that most of our athletes 

come through a collegiate student athlete program. The USOC formed a Collegiate Advisory 

Council and is preparing to launch the “Olympians Made Here” and “Paralympians Made 

Here”

A Letter From Richard Fosbury
U.S. Olympians and Para lympians Associat ion Pres ident
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programs to help student athletes.  I believe USOPA can be a strong 

influence in support of NCAA rules changes for student athletes and 

help push for more inclusive legislation for Paralympians.  

I am very pleased that we have our programs organized and ready for 

successful Olympic Day celebrations across the nation. This year we 

have a special opportunity with the addition of Baseball at the Pan Am 

Games and the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. Many professional teams 

are adding an Olympic Day event this year, stay tuned for events in 

your area.

Your USOPA officers are working on adding a Paralympic Day event in 

the United States and supporting events around the world. We believe 

the time is right to celebrate the history and accomplishments of our 

Team USA athletes at the Paralympic Games. Help us to make this a 

reality.  

The biggest event for us is coming this November: We will hold our 

USOPA reunion in Colorado Springs!  Especially unique this year is 

that we’ll have the 2019 U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Hall of Fame on 

Friday November 1, in conjunction with our official reunion kick-off.  

On Saturday, you can enjoy breakfast at your leisure, then lunch and 

a Sneak “Peak” of the new U.S. Olympic Museum and Hall of Fame, 

followed by our Gala at the Broadmoor International Center.  Sunday 

morning we’ll recover with a nice brunch and a Tokyo 2020 update.  I 

hope you will join us to renew friendships and celebrate the unique 

experiences of the Olympic and Paralympic Games! 

In Olympic Spirit,

Richard Fosbury
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On a magical day at the Mexico City 1968 

Olympic Games, Bob Beamon proved 

that humans could fly when he broke 

the world long jump record on track and 

field’s grandest stage.

Beamon soared six feet into the air to 

make an epic long jump of 29 ft.-2 1/2 

inches on his first attempt to win the gold 

medal at the Olympic Games in Mexico 

City. Beamon added an incredible 22.8 

inches to the existing world record. It was 

twelve years before anyone else reached 

28 feet and the record stood until 1991 

when Mike Powell of the U.S. spanned 

29.3 feet in Tokyo to win the world title.  

Beamon’s phenomenal leap at 

the Games inspired a new word. 

“Beamonesque” means an athletic feat 

so superior to what has come before, it is 

overwhelming. “Compared to this jump, 

we are as children,” Soviet jumper Igor 

Ter-Ovanesyan said at the time.
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By: Mike Moran



Hundreds of long jumpers over the 

course of nearly five decades have 

attempted to break Bob Beamon’s 

Olympic record in the event, and all 

have failed. The mark still stands 50 

years after it was set in Mexico City.

Like the sensational upset of the Soviet 

Union by the 1980 U.S. Olympic ice 

hockey team at Lake Placid, Beamon’s 

spellbinding effort remains among the 

greatest performances by American 

athletes in Olympic history. 

 

1968 remains arguable the most historic 

year in modern American history. 

Leaders such as Martin Luther King 

Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy were both 

assassinated. The first 747 Jumbo Jet 

was introduced and with the Apollo 

8 mission, for the first time in history 

humans orbited the Moon. The 1968 

Olympic Games in Mexico City also 

produced history. At just 22 years old, 
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BOB BEAMON

Mexico City 1968 
Olympic Games 
– Athletics, Bob 
Beamon (USA) broke 
the world record in 
the long jump with a 
jump of 29 feet 2 ½ 
inches (8.90 meters) 
winning the gold 
medal. 



Bob Beamon landed a jump of 29’2 

1/2” destroying the existing world and 

Olympic record by 1.8’. While other 

events in 1968 have faded into the 

pages of history books, Bob Beamon’s 

record still stands 50 years later, more 

than a half a century. October 2018 

was spearheaded by multiple activities 

and celebrations of this historic 

accomplished Golden Anniversary.

Bob’s story does not start or end with 

this historic jump. His story actually 

starts in South Jamaica Queens, 

New York. He has told the story many 

times of making the transition from 

hanging out on the corner to attending 

college. Athletics was the catalyst that 

fueled this transition. Bob was a New 

York state record holder and Junior 

Olympian. He won the 1965 National 

High School Triple Jump and High Jump 

awards. In 1967, he won the Indoor AAU 

Long Jump Championship as well as the 

silver medal at the Pan American Games 

Outdoor Long Jump Championships.

The year of the 1968 Games, Bob 

won the final trials in Echo Summit, 

Calif., which assured him a spot in the 

Olympics. Reports today still attach the 

word Beamonesque to describe great 

exploits in all sports.

Just like the fact that the Olympics 

did not start the story, nor does the 

story end with his athletic gifts and 

accomplishments. As the Associate 

Commissioner of Parks in Miami-Dade 

County, Bob Beamon along with actor 

Arnold Schwarzenegger organized the 

South Florida Inner-City Games for 

at-risk kids. He was Chairman of the 

Bob Beamon United Way Golf Classic, 

which benefited youth-related programs 

for the United Way. In addition, he has 

gone on to pursue new dreams. He 

operates his own corporation, Bob 
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Beamon’s phenomenal leap 

at the Games inspired a new 

word. “Beamonesque” 

means an athletic 

feat so superior 

to what has 

come before, it 

is overwhelming. 

“Compared to this jump, 

we are as children,” Soviet 

jumper Igor Ter-Ovanesyan 

said at the time. 

During the Games of the XIXth Olympiad in Estadio Olimpico, Bob Beamon stood 
atop the medal stand and accepted his gold medal. His performance in Mexico City 
is recognized as the outstanding single performance in track & field history.



Beamon Communications Inc., in 

Central Florida as well as Las Vegas 

Nev. where he now lives with his wife 

Rhonda. He collaborates with several 

organizations to facilitate scholarship 

fairs in the Central Florida area. More 

than 35 colleges and Universities 

award over $10 million in scholarships 

to qualified high school seniors. He is 

also an exhibited artist designing and 

marketing a successful line of neckties 

and scarves and he has a line of apparel 

that can be purchased online at the IOC 

website. Bob spends much of his time as 

an inspirational speaker and corporate 

spokesperson. He has developed 

his own motivational program, The 

Champion in You, in which he describes 

how, “Champions are made by the 

things you accomplish and by the way 

you use your abilities in everyday life 

situations.” Bob remains very active in 

the Olympic movement.
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Bob Beamon jumping 
during his preliminary 
rounds.

Bob Beamon thanks 
the officials that over 
saw the long jump pit 
on that special day, 
October 18, 1968.

Mexico City 1968 
Olympics Games—
Athletics. USA) 
athletes Bob Beason 
and John Carlos in 
sombero.



INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FORUM  AND EY 
ANNOUNCE 2019 WOMEN ATHLETES BUSINESS 
NETWORK MENTEE COHORT

T h e  Wo m e n  At h l e te s  B u s i n e s s  N e t wo r k  M e n to r i n g  P ro g r a m 

A n n o u n c e s  F i f t h  C o h o r t  of  E l i te  F e m a l e  At h l e te s

By: Karen Rosen
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The International Women’s Forum (IWF) 

and EY, announced the fifth cohort of 

Women Athletes Business Network 

(WABN) mentees.

Launched in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 

2013, EY’s Women Athletes Business 

Network harnesses the often untapped 

leadership potential of elite women 

athletes as they transition from their 

sporting careers. 

In 2015, EY called upon IWF to provide 

mentorship and leadership training 

designed to help exceptional women 

athletes refine, develop and grow their 

leadership capacity. To date, over 94 

women athletes, including 52 Olympians 

and Paralympians across 24 countries 

and 36 sports, have benefitted from this 

unique program. 

“The WABN Mentoring Program 

furthers our mission in an important 

way by leveraging the talents of these 

remarkable athletes.” said Holly Cannon, 

Board President of IWF’s Leadership 

Foundation. “We are particularly 

excited for this year’s program as we 

unveil a new training module, the NIKE 

Leadership Roundtable, in March. 

Thanks to the generous support of IWF 

Oregon and NIKE, we are confident 

this roundtable will further enhance the 

program experience.”

Each year, an international panel of EY 

and IWF advisors competitively selects 

25 elite female athletes. The 2019 cohort 

of mentees, representing 23 sports and 

seven countries, includes: 

Julia Mancuso
Olympic Athlete, Alpine Skiing—USA 

(Salt Lake City 2002; Turn 2006; 2010 

Vancouver; 2014 Sochi)

Kotomi Ishizaki
Medical Clerk, Matsumo Hospital—

Curling, Japan (Salt Lake City 2002; 

Vancouver 2010)

Bronwen Knox
Development Officer, All Hallows 

School—Australia (Rio de Janeiro 2016; 

London 2012; Beijing 2008)

Iris Zimmermann
Co-Owner and President, Rochester 

Fencing Club—Fencing, USA (Sydney 

2000; US Fencing Hall of Fame)

Beth Brooke-Marciniak
EY Global Vice Chair of Public Policy 

and Co-Founder of WABN, said, “this 

program, and the wonderful partnership 

we have with IWF, has allowed EY 

to bring real focus to the discussion 

around sport and the power of sport 

to create more women leaders in the 

world. Personally, sport has taught me 

to be disciplined, focused, resilient and 

fiercely competitive. I learned how to 

take on different roles based on a team’s 

needs and how to get back up after 

getting pushed down – all traits that are 

essential for success in the corporate 

world. I am so proud that this program 

delivers the important support athletes 

need as they transition into the next 

chapter of their career.”

A b o u t  t h e  I n te r n a t i o n a l 
Wo m e n’s  F o r u m 
&  Le a d e r s h i p 
F o u n d a t i o n:

IWF is an invitation-only, membership 

organization comprised of more than 

6,800 diverse and accomplished women 

from 33 nations on six continents. 

IWF is dedicated to building better 

leadership globally and locally. IWF’s 

Leadership Foundation supports high-

potential women through leadership 

development programs – the Fellows 

Program and the EY Women Athletes 

Business Network (WABN) Mentoring 

Program. For more information on 

IWF and LF visit www.iwforum.org 

and follow @IWFGlobal on Twitter, 

Instagram, or Facebook.

Follow the EY Women Athletes Business 

Network @EYWomenAthletes on Twitter 

and Facebook.
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As Team USA athletes, you do so much 

more than represent the United States 

at the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

You share the Olympic and Paralympic 

values within your communities, act 

as role models to the next generation, 

and inspire all Americans to chase their 

dreams. Simply put, you represent the 

best of the nation — and you deserve 

support that mirrors your commitment. 

That’s why the United States Olympic 

Committee’s Athlete Career and 

Education (ACE) program is committed 

to supporting you at every turn in your 

career journey, from getting a degree 

to transitioning out of elite sport to 

following a new career path. 

In 2018, 588 Team USA athletes received 

scholarships, career coaching, peer-to-

peer networking and advising services 

that set them up for success both 

during and after their athletic careers. 

ACE provided $256,000 in tuition grants 

and $1.5 million in DeVry scholarships, 

hosted 88 Olympians and Paralympians 

from PyeongChang 2018 at the ACE 

Summit, and assisted in finding careers 

and part-time work for 95 athletes.

In 2019, you too have the opportunity to 

take part in these programs – by taking 

advantage of an opportunity below, or 

even by giving back and sharing your 

knowledge with ACE and Team USA 

athletes.  

2019 ACE PROGRAMMING GUIDE
Below is a list of ACE programming for 

this year. For more information about all 

ACE programs, visit TeamUSA.org/ACE 

or email ace@usoc.org. 

For scholarships and grants…
ACE | USOC Tuition Grants. Apply 

to receive a $1,000-$6,000 grant by 

April 3. Next application period will be 

September 1 – October 1.

DeVry University and it’s Keller Graduate 

School of Management Full Scholarship. 

Apply to receive a full scholarship to 

attend DeVry. To enroll in the May 2019 

session, apply by April 29.

William E Simon Olympic Endowment 

for the Support of Athletes (Simon Grant) 

is a travel and training grant for currently 

training athletes. Application period will 

run from September 1 – October 1.

For your transition out of 
sport…
Pivot Program for recently retired and 

retiring athletes. Attend a workshop in 

Colorado Springs, Colo. on June 6-7 

(applications now open) or November 

8-9 (application period Aug.1–Oct. 1).

Next Step: Transition to Business at 

Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business. 

Register with ACE to receive a 

notification when applications open for 

its next program.

For your job search and your 
career…
Visa Olympians and Paralympians 

Business Development Program. Apply 

by April 26.

Nike Job Recruitment event, March 29 

in San Diego, Calif. Email terris.tiller@

usoc.org if interested in attending.

Invenergy Team USA Fellowship. 

Register with ACE to receive notification 

when applications open.

One-on-one career coaching. Work with 

an ACE coach to help you find your next 

job or make a career change.

For your finances…
Tax resource guide. Download your 

athlete tax resource guide at TeamUSA.

org/ACE

Financial Wellness resources. ACE 

provides other finance resources, such 

as expense tracking templates and 

basic budgeting tips, at TeamUSA.org/

ACE.

For your entrepreneurship 
endeavor…
ACE Entrepreneurship Workshop for 

Starters. October 20-21 in San Diego, 

Calif.

ACE Business Startup Workshop for 

Athletes Launching Ventures. October 

21-24 in San Diego, Calif.
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GROWING YOUR AND TEAM USA’S 
PROFESSIONAL CAREERS IN 2019



GIVE BACK TO YOUR OLYMPIC 
AND PARALYMPIC FAMILY

Many USOPA members give back 

to Team USA by donating time, 

sharing job opportunities and creating 

scholarships, here are some ways you 

can get involved:

• Hire an athlete. ACE can feature your 

business and job roles in newsletters 

and on our platforms. With the help of 

Kate Johnson (rowing), Visa created its 

Olympians and Paralympians Business 

Development Program.

• Reserve grants or scholarships. 

Garrett Weber-Gale (swimming) created 

a Team USA scholarship for athletes to 

pursue their MBA in entrepreneurship 

at the Acton School of Business.

• Provide free or reduced admission 

to events. Thanks to Angela Ruggiero 

(ice hockey), Team USA athletes were 

able to attend CES 2019 and her sports 

lounge at the event.

For more information about all ACE 

resources and opportunities, or to share 

an opportunity, visit TeamUSA.org/ACE 

or email ace@usoc.org.
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1. 1972 Olympic show jumping silver 
medalist, Kathy Kusner, participated 
in the celebration of the 1968 Mexico 
City Olympic poster exhibition at 
the LA84 Foundation. Kusner also 
represented the United States at the 
1964 and 1968 Olympic Games.

3. The LA84 Foundation exhibit, 
Los Angeles: The Olympic City will 
be coming down soon and replaced 
with a new display. Located inside the 
LA84 Foundation Sports Library in the 
historic West Adams district of Los 
Angeles, the exhibit features medals, 
trophies, photographs and other artifacts 
highlighting the rich Olympic history and 
importance of the 1932 and 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympic Games. The display 
also features torches and memorabilia 
from other Summer and Winter Games, 
displaying the foundation’s wide-ranging 
Olympic archives.

  
UPDATES FROM THE LA84 FOUNDATION

4. ”Total inclusion. Whether it be 
a person of color, their religious 
background, their sexual identity.” 
Four-time Olympic gold medalist 
Greg Louganis, who was a speaker 
at 2018 LA84 Foundation Summit, 
shares what the Play For All 
movement means to him. 

2. Olympian, Doug Nordquist, 
took part in the LA84 Foundation 
coaching clinic. Nordquist, who 
finished fifth in the high jump in the 
1984 Olympic Games, shared his 
knowledge with the more than 100 
coaches who attended the clinic. 

5. John Naber and Ann Myers 
joined some of their fellow 
Olympians at the LA84 Foundation 
for an event celebrating an 
exhibition that features posters 
from the 1968 Olympic Games 
in Mexico City. Naber, won five 
Olympic medals in swimming at the 
1976 Games, four of them being 
gold. Myers was a part of the silver-
medal-winning women’s basketball 
team in ’76 and is a member of the 
Basketball Hall of Fame.
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UPDATES FROM THE LA84 FOUNDATION

6. Four-time Olympian, shot 
putter and discus thrower, 
Ramona Pagel, was part of a 
stellar lineup of instructors at the 
LA84 Foundation track and field 
coaching clinic. Pagel qualified 
for the 1984, 1988, 1992 and 1996 
Games. She had a top-10 finish at 
the Atlanta Olympics. 

7. Paralympians Candace Cable and Scot Hollenbeck 
were joined by wheelchair athlete, pioneer and adaptive 
sports activist, Marty Ball, at the LA84 Foundation to 
work on a special project. Cable is the first woman 
to medal in both the Summer and Winter Paralympic 
Games, won eight golds in her career. Hollenbeck is a 
five-time Paralympic medalist, who is also an advocate 
for equal rights for disabled athletes. Details about the 
project the three were a part of will be released soon! 

8. 1996 Olympic triple jump gold medalist 
Kenny Harrison shared his knowledge at the 
LA84 Foundation track and field coaching 
clinic. Harrison also won gold at the 1991 
World Championship in Tokyo and was 
elected into the USA Track and Field Hall of 
Fame in 2013. 

9. UCLA women’s 
gymnastics coach Valorie 
Kondos Field was the 
featured speaker at the 
LA84 Foundation’s National 
Girls & Women in Sports 
Day celebration. Kondos 
Field has coached several 
Olympians during her 
tenure with the Bruins, 
such as Jordyn Wieber 
and Kyla Ross. Several 
Olympians attended the 
event, including Southern 
California Olympians and 
Paralympians Association 
President, John Moffet. 
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10. “I know there are a lot 
of underserved communities, 
predominantly communities of color, 
that aren’t given equal access to 
sports.” Olympic bronze medalist and 
activist Ibtihaj Muhammad shares what 
the Play For All movement means to 
her while at the 2018 LA84 Foundation 
Summit.

11. Pole Vaulter, Stacy 
Dragila was an instructor at 
a recent LA84 Foundation 
coaching clinic. Dragila won 
gold at the 2000 Olympic 
Games. She also topped 
the podium twice at the 
World Track and Field 
Champions, and has nine 
USA Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships gold medals 
on her resume. 
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USOPA REUNION 2019
Celebrating our Olympic and Paralympic Spirit

“The greatest Olympic and Paralympic party since the last one”

ATTENTION REUNION ATTENDEES: The USOC has announced the revival of the U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame! 

The 2019 U. S. Olympic Hall of Fame Class will be inducted on Friday, November 1st in conjunction with the USOPA reunion 
welcome reception. We are looking forward to having hundreds of Olympians and Paralympians in attendance to honor their 
teammates!

The deadline is approaching for the Early Bird registration!

WHEN:		

WHERE:		

WHY:				 

REGISTRATION FEE:	

The registration fee will cover the following:

•	 Friday, November 1 – Reunion Registration (Broadmoor Main)

•	 Friday, November 1 – Welcome Reception/VIP Tour/Team USA Shop/U.S. Olympic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremo-
ny (U.S. Olympic Complex)

•	 Saturday, November 2 – Breakfast at your leisure (Broadmoor Restaurants)

•	 Saturday, November 2 – Lunch/Sneak “Peak” (U.S. Olympic Museum & Hall of Fame)

	Now would be a great time for you to consider donating some of your Games memorabilia to the USOC 
Archives – these items could potentially be loaned to the U.S. Olympic Museum for display. Pack them in 
your luggage to save on postage!

•	 Saturday, November 2 – Gala Reception, Dinner Celebration (International Center)

•	 Sunday, November 3 – Brunch/Tokyo 2020 Update – “Connecting to Tomorrow” (Broadmoor Hall)

•	 Commemorative gift and Reunion photo

•	 Transportation to/from the Colorado Springs Airport

Schedule is subject to change.

November 1-3, 2019

The Broadmoor – Colorado Springs, Colorado

To renew friendships and celebrate the unique experiences of the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. To support Team USA on their Road to Tokyo 2020 and to have fun!

The Early Bird fee is $250* per adult registration (this fee will increase to $300 per 
adult registration on April 1, 2019), children (ages 6-12) $75, children 5 and under are 
complimentary.
The registration deadline is Friday, September 13, 2019.
*If you have registered and have not yet paid your registration fee, please be aware the 
unpaid fee will increase to $300 on April 1st.
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THE BROADMOOR HOTEL INFORMATION:

The USOPA Reunion 2019 negotiated nightly room rate is $169 + tax equals an approximate nightly rate of $190.97. There is a sep-
arate daily Resort Service Charge – please see details below. This special rate is effective from November 1 – 6 (based on availabil-
ity).  Check in is after 4:00 pm, Check out is before 12:00 pm. The deadline to reserve your room is Friday, September 13, 2019.

RESORT SERVICE CHARGE:

In an effort to add value and simplify incidental fees encompassing a number of guestroom services, offerings and activity access, a 
resort charge of $32.00 per room plus tax will be added to your account daily. The Service Resort Charge includes:

	 Wired and wireless high-speed internet access up to 4MB

	 Local and toll-free calls up to one hour

	 Online access to over 2,000 newspapers and magazines

	 Unlimited access to the Fitness Center

	 Two daily group fitness classes: Early Bird Aquatics and Broadmoor Bootcamp

	 Resort and activity shuttle service to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Starsmore Visitor and Nature Center, The Broadmoor World 
Arena and The Broadmoor Seven Falls

	 Admission to movies and select matiness in The Little Theatre

	 In-room hot beverage program: teas, coffee, hot chocolate

	 Two bottles of water and ice delivered daily at turndown

	 Art and History Tour: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 10:30 am

	 Golf Clinic: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 3:00pm (Seasonal)

	 All incoming faxes

	 Tennis Round Robins: Fridays at 5:00 pm in the Tennis Bubble

	 One-hour use of paddle boats (Seasonal)

As we confirm the daily events for what will be a weekend you do not want to miss, we will be sending out communications on a 
regular basis via email and in The Olympian. Please make sure you keep us abreast of your current contact information, so you 
don’t miss any of this very important information.

REUNION FEE CANCELLATION POLICY:

The deadline to cancel your reunion registration is September 13, 2019. If you cancel by this date, you will be entitled to a full re-
fund. There will not be any refunds given after this date.

THE BROADMOOR HOTEL CANCELLATION POLICY:

In order to prevent a cancellation or change fee of one night’s room rate, cancellation or changes in arrival and/or departure date 
must be confirmed no later than seven (7) days prior to your arrival date.

Please send all questions to: Reunion2019@usoc.org.

REGISTER EARLY TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNTED RATE!!



Randy Dean Randy Dean’s 1976 Men’s 
Handball U.S. Olympic Uniform.

TERESA HEDGPETH, USOC ARCHIVIST & HISTORICAL STEWARD

USOC ARCHIVES & ARCHIVIST NEWS

I met Randy Dean in passing.   Last 
October, he was detained coming from a 
meeting at the U.S. Olympic Committee 
Headquarters and missed the tour of the 
Crawford Family U.S. Olympic Archives.  
He apologized for missing the tour, 
explained he did not have time, at the 
moment, to see the archives and that 
he is a 1976 Olympian in team handball.  
As I walked him back to the elevators, 
I handed him my card and stated the 
earliest team handball items we had 
were from 1984 and if he was interested 
in donating, we would love to capture 
his history in the archives.   

Truthfully, it usually takes 3-5 personal 
contacts with an athlete before a 

donation is made.  Yes, they want 
to donate; however, rarely do they 
have anything from their Olympic or 
Paralympic career handy to donate 
when I first meet them giving a tour of the 
archives or at an event.  Time passes, 
obligations appear, and our athletes 
only remember that they are willing to 
donate upon visiting the archives again 
or myself at an event … or both.  When 
Randy boarded the elevators, I returned 
to the archives to lock up and did not 
think about his offer to donate again.  
That is until he emailed the next day 
assuring me he would check for his 
1976 game uniform and parade uniform.  
Four days of back and forth emails and 
not only had Randy agreed to donate; 

but, he also had his twin brother Rob 
promise a donation.  Twin brother?  
That’s when my research began.

Rob and Randy Dean are the younger 
of four sons of Ross and Elizabeth 
Dean.  Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
Rob and Randy played high school 
football in Whitefish Bay and both went 
to Northwestern University.  Randy was 
quarterback and Rob a defensive back 
for Northwestern from 1973 to 1976.  
Later that same summer, both brothers 
played on the 1976 U.S. Olympic men’s 
team handball team with Randy tying 
Richard Abrahamson as the high scorers 
for the United States, each scoring a 
total of 24 goals in the tournament.

28   T H E  O LY M P I A N  N E W S L E T T E R

Rob Dean’s 1976 U.S. Olympic 
Men’s Handball Uniform

Rob Dean

1976 Montreal Olympic Games, U.S. Olympic Men’s Team Handball.  
Top row 2nd from left, Rob Dean and Randy Dean.



The United States’ participation in 
Olympic team handball began at the 
Berlin 1936 Olympic Games in Men’s 
Outdoor Handball.  However, it was 
not until 1963 that the United States 
Team Handball Federation joined the 
International Federation and competed 
in its first Men’s Outdoor Championships 
in Czechoslovakia.  Team Handball took 
a hiatus from the Olympic Games from 
1936 until its reintroduction in 1972 at 
the Munich Olympic Games.  In 1976, 
women’s handball was introduced 
into the Olympic Games, reducing the 
amount of men’s teams in the Olympic 
tournament to twelve teams from 
sixteen.  

The unusual event of identical twins 
competing in the Olympic Games is not 
so unlikely as one might think.  Randy 
and Rob were not the first set of twins to 
compete in the Olympic Games.  Vilhelm 
and Eric Carlberg from Sweden have 
that honor when they competed in the 
Athens 1906 Olympic Games.  Nor are 
Randy and Rob the first set of American 
twins to compete for the United States 
at the same Olympic Games; that honor 
goes to Thomas and Eugene Clark who 
competed in men’s coxless pairs at 
the Los Angeles 1932 Olympic Games.  
What makes this story truly unique 
though, is this past October, the Dean 
twins each donated a 1976 U.S. Olympic 

Team Handball competition uniform – 
one blue uniform from Randy and one 
white uniform from Rob to the archives 
– in addition to more items from their 
Olympic careers.  Not only was I thrilled 
to receive the competition uniforms, I 
was humbled by the thoughtfulness of 
the Dean brothers to donate opposite 
competition uniforms.  This donation 
marks the first time we have had siblings, 
yet alone twin brothers, donate artifacts 
to the archives.  Thank you, Randy, for 
following through on your promise. 
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Find Fulfilling Work 
Find Fulfilling Work, A Career 
Transition Guide, by Michael B. 
Schoettle

If you are looking for a new job and 
are not sure what you want to do 
next, this book will help you decide 
what you want to do and where 
you want to work. The book begins 
by helping you get a clear idea of 
what is most important to you - your 
values, competencies, and  the role 
that would be best for you.  Then 
the book guides you through your 
search - preparing for the search, 

networking to identify opportunities, 
interviewing, getting closure on a 
good job at the right place for you, 
and joining the new organization.  
In each step of the process, the 
book presents ideas and insights, 
gives example of others who have 
addressed similar issues, and 
recommends actions for you to take.
  
To conduct an effective search, you 
must understand yourself well and 
interview the interviewers to see if 
the job and organization are right for 
you. Then join only an organization 
where you feel good what you will be 
doing, the people with whom you will 
be working, and the results that they 
are trying to achieve.

In the Epilogue, the book points out 
the similarities between success 
at work and winning in Olympic 
competition.  It gives the example of 
a competitor in a single handed boat 
thinking too much about winning a 
medal while competing and getting 
disqualified twice.  Then thinking 
she was out of the competition 
at that point, she decided to 
concentrate on sailing well and 
enjoying what she was doing.  She 

did well in the remaining five races 
and won a bronze medal!  In both 
work and Olympic Competition to be 
successful, one must focus on the 
present and feel good about what 
one is doing.

Schoettle is a three time Olympian. 
In the Helsinki 1952 Olympic Games, 
he crewed on the 5.5 meter boat that 
won the gold medal, in the Munich 
1972 Olympic Games with sailing in 
Keil, he was the crew alternate for all 
classes, and in the Barcelona 1992 
Olympic Games, he was team leader 
of the U.S. Sailing Team that won 9 
medals out of 10 events.  

Schoettle has spent the last 40 
years involved with people in career 
transition, including being a partner 
in the executive search firm, Heidrick 
& Struggles, and conducting a career 
coaching program for Executive 
MBAs at Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles.

Find Fulfilling Work is available on 
Amazon in both paperback and 
Kindle.

BOOK REVIEWS 



Natalie Coughlin and 
Dick Fosbury
Olympians Natalie Coughlin (Swimming, 
2004, 2008, 2012) and Dick Fosbury 
(Track and Field, 1968) were inducted 
into the Pac-12 Conference Hall of 
Fame. Coughlin and Fosbury, along with 
their fellow hall of fame inductees were 
honored at a special halftime ceremony 
during the Pac-12 Conference men’s 
basketball tournament.

Misty May-Treanor 
Misty May-Treanor (Beach Volleyball, 
2004, 2008, 2012) will be honored as an 
All-Time Great Female Beach Player by 
the Volleyball Hall of Fame. May-Treanor 
shared a record setting 21-Olympic 
match winning streak with partner Kerri 
Walsh Jennings, which include three 
consecutive gold medals.

Bode Miller 
Olympians Bode Miller (Alpine Skiing, 
2002, 2010, 2014) and Andrew Weibrecht 
(Alpine Skiing, 2010, 2014) were inducted 
into the Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame 
during a celebratory ceremony in Salt 
Lake City. Miller and Weinbrecht share 
a combined eight Olympic medals and 
four World Cup podium finishes. 

Jason Lezak
Olympian Jason Lezak (Swimming, 
2000, 2004, 2008, 2012) was inducted 
into the International Swimming Hall 
of Fame. Lezak’s anchor performance 
in the relay event in 2008 was voted 
by Sports Illustrated as the most 
memorable single performance by an 
American at the Beijing Games.

Iris Zimmermann 
Olympian Iris Zimmermann (Fencing, 
2000) has been awarded the Jean 
Giambrone Service Award, presented by 
the Rochester’s Press-Radio Club. This 
award is given to an individual who has 
demonstrated a lifetime commitment to 
women’s sports and is named after Jean 
Giambrone, who was its first recipient 
and nicknamed “Rochester’s First Lady 
of Sports”.

ALUMNI IN HONOR
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Kendall Coyne-Schofield
Olympian Kendall Coyne-Schofield (Ice 
Hockey, 2014, 2018) became the first 
woman to compete in the NHL All-Star 
Skills Competition when she took part 
in the “Fastest Skater” event. Coyne-
Schofield clocked in a time of 14.346 
seconds, skating one lap around the rink 
from start to finish. The following week, 
she was asked to provide live, in-game 
analysis during NBC’s Wednesday Night 
Hockey’s nationally televised game. 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee and Nadia 
Comaneci 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee (Track and Field, 
1984, 1988, 1992, 1996) and fellow 
Romanian Olympic champion Nadia 
Comaneci (Gymnastics, 1976, 1980 
were selected to be honorary captains 
for the inaugural Aurora Games, to be 
held in Albany, New York in August of 
2019. The Aurora Games is a sports 
and entertainment event designed to 

highlight women in sports, featuring 
competition in gymnastics, basketball, 
ice hockey, beach volleyball, figure 
skating and tennis. Joyner-Kersee will 
captain the North and South Americas 
team, while Comaneci will captain the 
Worlds Team.

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS
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Richard J. Boushka 
 (Basketball, 1956)

Richard Boushka died on February 19, 
2019 at the age of 84.

Richard was born in St. Louis, Mo. to 
Richard and Mildred Boushka. He was 
the oldest of two children. They moved 
to Springfield, Ill. where he was active 
in basketball, football, baseball and golf 
during his youth. 

Richard attended Campion High School 
in Prairie du Chien, Wis., before enrolling 
at St. Louis University in 1951. He was a 
standout basketball player and student 
during his time at SLU. On the basketball 
court, Richard ended his illustrious 
Billiken career owning virtually every 
scoring record at the time. Richard is 
a 1976 inductee into the Billiken Hall of 
Fame and was voted to SLU’s Men’s 
Basketball All-Century team in 2015. His 
No. 24 jersey is retired and hangs in the 
rafters of Chaifetz Arena.

Following his graduation from SLU in 
1955, Richard was a member of Team 
USA, winning a gold medal at the 
Melbourne 1956 Olympic Games. The 
team was inducted into the U.S. Olympic 
Hall of Fame in 1986. He was drafted 
by the Minneapolis Lakers but chose 
instead to play semi-pro basketball for 
Vickers Petroleum team, while working 
for the company.

He married Joan Lillis in 1956 and 
moved to Wichita, Kan., where they 

reared 5 sons. Spending countless 
hours watching them play sports and 
grow into adults. He quickly moved up 
the Vickers company ladder, becoming 
the president of the company by the time 
he was 29. He retired from the corporate 
world and became an entrepreneur in his 
late 40’s, owning restaurants, shopping 
centers, interests in an energy company 
and a race track.

Richard maintained a strong faith 
throughout his life and enjoyed 
attending weekly Mass. He enjoyed 
golfing, playing cards, smoking his 
cigars, listening to his beloved Cardinals 
on the radio, watching his sons and 
grandchildren play various sports and 
spending time at the race track. 

He was a kind, sweet, gentle man. 
Richard was not a glass half full, but a 
glass “full” kind of guy. He always saw 
the best in people and was a pleasure 
to be around. His personality was larger 
than life. Most of all he was proud of his 
sons, a legacy which will continue in the 
next generations.

Richard is survived by his five children - 
Richard III (Julie), Michael (Lois), James 
(Patricia), Patrick (Michele), John (Tricia), 
11 Grandchildren - Christine, Paul, 
Morgan, Brian, Mark, Bridget, Andrew, 
Bryce, Megan, Matthew and Bennett. 
Richard was preceded in death by his 
parents Richard and Mildred Boushka 
and his sister Diane Dondero.

Donald “Don” George Bragg 
(Track & Field, 1960) 

Donald Bragg died on February 16, 2019 
at the age of 83.

Nicknamed “Tarzan” and known as 
a multi-talented Renaissance man, 
Don became a U.S. national icon 
when he vaulted 15 feet, 5 inches (4.70 
meters) to win the Olympic title on an 
inflexible aluminum pole which required 
significantly more upper-body strength 
than today’s fiberglass poles. His winning 
vault was an Olympic record.

Don had broken the world record – 
clearing 15 feet, 9 1/4 inches (4.80 meters) 
on July 2, 1960 in the lead-up to the 
Games, establishing him as the favorite. 
His world record, which was set at the 
U.S. Olympic trials in Palo Alto, California, 
stood until May of the following year.

The pole vault legend from Penns Grove, 
New Jersey was also the 1959 Pan 
American Games champion and a six-
time AAU champion. He was also the 
1955 NCAA champion while at Villanova 
University.

At the Rome 1960 Olympic Games, Bragg 
developed a long-term friendship with 
fellow Olympic gold medalist Muhammad 
Ali, then Cassius Clay.

In addition to his pole-vaulting talents, 
the outgoing Don was also an actor, 
author, poet and motivational speaker. 
He became the athletic director at 
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Stockton State College in New Jersey, 
was a health club owner and worked at 
the New Jersey governor’s office as a 
youth-recreation adviser.

Don is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Theresa and four children, Renee, Mark, 
Tracey, and Jeff; 11 grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren.

John Richard Clawson  
(Basketball, 1968) 

John Clawson died on December 15, 
2018 at the age of 74.

John was born to Rev. Kenneth and Ruth 
Clawson in Duluth, Minn., he founded 
Clawson Construction in Danville, Calif.  
He was a beloved husband, father and 
friend.

John played basketball at The University 
of Michigan, winning three Big-10 
Championships and participating in 
two Final Fours. He won a gold medal 
in the Mexico City 1968 Olympic Games 
before joining the Oakland Oaks, 
winning an ABA Championship.

John is survived by his wife of 50 years, 
Susan Clawson; son Matt (Michelle) 
Clawson of Danville, Calif.; daughter 
Katie (Shan) Foster of Sheridan, Wyo.; 
seven grandchildren; sister Anne Koth 
of W. Des Moines, Iowa; and sister Jane 
(Bob) Hogan of Rutledge, Ga.

LTC Joseph “Joe” W. Gentry  
(USATF, Coach)

LTC Joseph Gentry died on January 26, 
2019 at the age of 75.

In high school, Joe sang in the St. 
Louis Public School Boys Choir. Later, 
he received his bachelor’s degree from 
Lincoln University where he played on 
the marching band’s drum line and was 
commissioned into the Army through 
ROTC. While on active duty, he earned 
his master’s degree. 

Joe married his college sweetheart and 
was assigned to the 49th MP Battalion. 
He was stationed overseas in Germany 
and South Korea, he was deployed 
to Vietnam and had several CONUS 
assignments. Joe subsequently retired 
as Deputy Post Commander at Fort 
Carson at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

Joe joined the Colorado Springs School 
System as the Athletic Director for 
Harrison High School. He was passionate 
for track and field and coached at the 
Junior Olympic and Olympic levels. He 
established the Joe Gentry Track Troop, 
where he helped many athletes earn 
college scholarships through track. He 
received numerous awards in track and 
field and was a three-time Olympic track 
coach. He continued to coach athletes 
through the NFL combine and served 
as the speed coach for NFL athletes on 
the Minnesota Vikings and the Seattle 
Seahawks. He supported USA Track 
and Field, serving on the USA Track and 

Field Committee for many years. 

He was a proud member and Past 
President of the Iota Omicron Lambda 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity in 
Colorado Springs. 

Joe is survived by his sister, Marabeth; 
two daughters, Stephanie, Janeen and 
her husband Duane; five grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren.

His joy for life will be sorely missed by all 
who knew him.

Robert Martin “Bob” Horn 
(Water Polo, 1956, 1960, Coach, 1968)

Robert “Bob” Horn died on January 11, 
2019 at the age of 87.

Robert Martin Horn served as UCLA’s 
head men’s water polo coach for 28 
seasons (1963-90) before retiring at 
the conclusion of the 1990 campaign. 
That fall, he led the Bruins to a third-
place NCAA finish and a 24-8 record. 
In a prolific career that spanned four 
decades, Bob guided UCLA to seven 
national titles including three NCAA 
championships, four runner-up awards 
and seven third-place finishes.

The Bruins secured 13 league titles under 
Bob, and his 1988 squad captured the 
Club National Championship, marking 
the first time a team comprised entirely 
of collegians won the Club National 
Title. Bob tutored 36 first-team All-
America selections and 22 Olympians 
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during his time at the helm of the Bruins’ 
program. He guided UCLA to a school 
record-50 consecutive victories over 
five years (1964-68), a record that stood 
until 2016, coaching four undefeated 
squads in the process.

He retired with an overall record of 487-
188-8 and a 102-62 mark in league play. 
Selected as the 1965 water polo “Coach 
of the Year”, Bob also doubled as 
UCLA’s swimming coach from 1963-74. 
In 1976, he was inducted into the U.S. 
Water Polo Hall of Fame and in 1999, the 
UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame.

He was a member of the United States 
Olympic Team as a player in the 
Melbourne 1956 Olympic Games and 
the Rome 1960 Olympic Games, he 
returned as a coach in the Mexico City 
1968 Olympic Games. He also served 
as the head coach for Team USA in the 
1967 Pan American Games, defeating 
Brazil in the finals to win gold.

Bob is also remembered for teaching 
legendary actor Burt Lancaster how 
to swim so that he could take the role 
of Ned Merrill in the John Cheever’s 
film “The Swimmer”. After the filming, 
Bob and Burt became life-long friends, 
and he convinced the Oscar winner to 
appear in and narrate a training film for 
U.S. Water Polo.

Bob is survived by his wife Dorothy 
“Dottie” Horn, two sons, Jeff and Greg, 
three stepchildren, Lynn, Anne Marie 
and Mark and seven grandchildren.

“Bob will be missed so much by our 
family,” Dorothy Horn said. He was 
an amazing husband, father and 
grandfather. He never missed an 
opportunity to express his love for 
us and has left us with so many great 
memories.”

Lawrence “Larry” J. Klecatsky 
(Rowing, 1976) 

Lawrence “Larry” Klecatsky died on 
December 13, 2018 at the age of 77.

Larry graduated from St. Thomas 
College in St. Paul in 1963 and earned 
his medical degree from the University 
of Minnesota in 1967. Serving as a 
physician and Lieutenant First Class in 
the U.S. Navy, he moved to New York 
City and continued to build his medical 
career of over 30 years as director of 
emergency medicine at the Sound 
Shore Medical Center in New Rochelle, 
N.Y. He was honored as Physician of the 
Year in 2000 before retiring in 2008.

Larry began rowing as a teenager, 
eventually becoming an elite sculler. 
He competed for St. Thomas College, 
Minnesota Boat Club and then the New 
York Athletic Club, which was close to 
his longtime home in Pelham Manor, N.Y.

Larry made his first U.S. National Team in 
1974, racing in the open weight quadruple 
sculls at the 1974 World Championships 
in Lucerne, Switzerland, before going 
on to finish eighth in the open weight 
double sculls at the Montreal 1976 
Olympic Games. A natural lightweight, 
he competed in lightweight events at six 
world championships, winning a silver 
medal in the lightweight double sculls in 
1980 in Hazewinkel, Belgium.

During his rowing career, Larry won 
more than 800 races including over 50 

U.S. Rowing national championships 
and more than 50 Royal Canadian 
Henley titles. He held the course record 
for the Head of the Charles Regatta in 
Boston for 12 years and held the record 
for the Grand Masters Singles from 
1992-2014.

In 1978, he was inducted into the 
National Rowing Hall of Fame and 
subsequently the New York Athletic 
Club Hall of Fame in 1989.

He is survived by his wife, Susan, three 
sons and three granddaughters.

Robert Willis Morey, Jr. 
(Rowing, 1956)

Robert Morey, Jr. died on January 18, 
2019 at the age of 82.

Robert attended Phillips Exeter 
Academy where he began rowing.  At 
Yale University he stroked the men’s 
varsity eight oared crew to a gold medal 
in the Melbourne 1956 Olympic Games. 
The 1956 crew remained lifelong 
friends and gathered annually before 
the Harvard/Yale race to row together. 
In four years at Yale, Robert never lost 
to Harvard.  From the 1956 crew, he is 
survived by William Becklean, Caldwell 
Esselstyn and Thomas Charlton. 

Upon graduation from Yale, Robert 
was commissioned as an Ensign in 
the United States Navy. He served 
as navigator aboard the icebreaker 
USS Atka. Following active duty, he 
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completed his graduate education at 
Harvard Business School.

He began his career in finance at Brown 
Brothers Harriman. In New York City he 
met and married his wife of 50 years, 
Maura Burke Morey. They settled in 
Tiburon, Calif. In 1984 Robert founded his 
own underwriting company, R.W. Morey, 
Inc., a pioneer in the catastrophic health 
care reinsurance market. He served on 
the boards of the San Francisco Opera, 
California Pacific Medical Center and 
Coventry Health Care, Inc. Robert was a 
lifelong Rotarian and founding member 
of the Rotary Club of Tiburon Sunset.

Robert and Maura spent summers in 
Hyannis Port, Mass. He cherished his 
time on Cape Cod golfing and sailing 
with friends. Over the years, it was 
there that he gathered most with family. 
It was a place of lively dinners, social 
gatherings and quiet reflection.

A strong proponent of education, Robert 
served on the boards of Marin Country 
Day School, Santa Catalina School, 
Portsmouth Abbey School, Georgetown 
University College of Arts and Sciences, 
and the California State University 
Maritime Academy.

Robert’s life was deeply rooted in faith. 
He was born Episcopalian and later 
converted to Catholicism. He was an 
active parishioner and served in advisory 
roles at St. Stephen’s (Belvedere, 
Calif.), St. Hilary’s (Tiburon, Calif.), St. 
Dominic’s (San Francisco, Calif.) and St. 
Andrew’s (Hyannis Port, Mass.). Robert 
was a Knight of the Holy Sepulcher and 
the Order of Malta. He served on the 
Regional Board of the Order of Malta and 
was instrumental in the development of 
the Order’s Parish Nurse Program in San 
Francisco. His faith led him to become a 
daily communicant and devotee to a life 
of the Sacraments.

Robert is survived by his wife Maura, his 
sister Louise Severance (Dick) of Stowe, 
Vt., and five children, Suzanne Morey 
of Pueblo, Colo., Robert W. Morey III 
(Kristin) of Syracuse, N.Y., Jennifer 
Morey Sutter (Garrett) of Princeton, 
N.J., Alison Morey Garrett (Mark) of Mill 
Valley, Calif., Edward Morey of Boston, 
Mass., and 9 grandchildren.

Maureen “Mo” Murphy  
(Swimming, 1956)

Maureen “Mo” Murphy died on January 
22, 2019 at the age of 79.

Maureen is the daughter of Gertrude 
Keber Murphy and Cornelius Murphy. 
She grew up in the Laurelhurst 
neighborhood and attended All Saints 
Catholic School. After graduating from 
Holy Child Academy, she attended 
Oregon State University and Portland 
State University, earning a Bachelor’s in 
secondary education.

A world-class swimmer, Maureen 
trained in her youth and teen years at 
the Northeast YMCA in Hollywood 
and the Multnomah Athletic Club 
in downtown Portland, where she 
remained an active lifetime member. 
Swimming for the MAC, she won the 
AAU national championship in the 200-
yard backstroke in 1955, earning All-
America honors and qualifying for the 
U.S. exhibition team that competed in 
Europe and the Middle East that year. 
She represented the United States 
again in the Melbourne 1956 Olympic 

Games, placing 5th in the 100-meter 
backstroke. She was inducted into the 
Oregon Sports Hall of Fame in 2016.

After retiring from competitive 
swimming, Maureen taught at Air Force 
bases in Pirmasens and Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, before returning home to 
teach in the Portland public schools 
and at her alma mater, All Saints. She 
worked as a salesperson for IBM in 
Reno, Atlanta and Portland and for the 
Halton Company in Portland. In her later 
years, she was a Realtor.

Maureen was an active and devout 
member of Our Lady of the Lake Catholic 
Church in Lake Oswego, serving as both 
an usher and a Eucharistic minister. An 
avid reader, she belonged to several 
parish-based book clubs. She remained 
a dedicated swimmer throughout her life. 
Maureen- known to her friends as “Mo”- 
loved to travel, especially in Europe, and 
had particularly fond memories of trips 
to Italy and France.

She is survived by her brothers, Neil 
Murphy of Branson, Mo., and Monsignor 
Timothy J. Murphy of Portland; her 
longtime companion, Doug Bollam 
of Portland; and extended family and 
friends. She was preceded in death by 
her parents; and sister, Jean Ann.

Fred D. Thompson 
(Track & Field Coach, 1988)

A lawyer and former New York State 
assistant attorney general, Fred founded 
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the Atoms Track Club of Brooklyn in a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant community center, 
mostly out of frustration with New York 
City public schools that, for budgetary 
and other reasons, limited the 
participation of girls, but not necessarily 
of boys, in physical education and high 
school sports.

Fred was also the founding organizer of 
the annual Colgate Women’s Games, 
the nation’s largest amateur track 
series for women. Since 1974, the 
games, open to girls and women from 
elementary school through college (and 
with a competitive division for women 
over 30), have attracted thousands of 
participants, mostly from East Coast 
states, to various venues from Boston 
to Virginia.

A former track star at Boys High School 
in Brooklyn and the City College of New 
York, Fred inspired remarkable loyalty 
in his Atoms, which often had 40 to 50 
members. Most were runners, some as 
young as 9, but most were teenagers 
who regarded him as a counselor, 
friend and father figure. He paid nearly 
all the expenses of the club, which was 
independent of schools or sponsors.

Early on, the Atoms practiced in 
community center hallways or in locked 
schoolyards (by scaling fences at 
twilight). But he eventually found a home 
for the club at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn.
His coaching combined sophisticated 
training techniques with one-on-one 
skill sessions. And beyond coaching, he 
demanded good grades and personal 
responsibility from his athletes.

For many Atoms, the club was a 
refuge from broken homes and lives of 
poverty, as well as a path to education 
and upward mobility. In time, despite 
financial and logistical obstacles and 
a lack of the public support that flows 

readily to football, basketball and 
baseball, the club became a symbol of 
inner-city success as its runners won 
regional, national and finally Olympic 
recognition.

Its stars include Cheryl Toussaint-
Eason, a silver medalist at the Munich 
1972 Olympic Games in the 1,600-meter 
relay and a gold medalist at the Pan 
American Games; Diane Dixon, who won 
gold at the Los Angeles 1984 Olympic 
Games in the 400-meter relay and was 
an 11-time national indoor champion; 
and Grace Jackson-Small, the silver 
medalist in the 200-meter sprint at the 
Seoul 1988 Olympic Games. Fred was 
an assistant coach of the United States 
track team in Seoul.

Many of the Atoms’ victories could not 
be clocked by stopwatches. In its first 
15 years, the club produced 50 college 
graduates, a remarkable record given 
the economic status of their families. 
They became teachers, lawyers, nurses, 
psychologists, entrepreneurs — and 
mothers. 

Fred was born in Brooklyn. When he 
was 5 his parents split up, he and his 
brother John were sent to live with an 
aunt who had a deep influence on the 
boys. Fred recalled his Aunt Ira Johnson 
saying, “Life is two things; one, get an 
education, because once you have a 
college diploma nobody can take that 
away from you. And two, get involved 
with people.”

Fred followed both suggestions. He 
grew up in Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
graduated from Boys High in 1950. At 
City College, he began as a chemical 
engineering major but switched to 
history and graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in 1955. He then studied law at 
St. John’s University, earning his degree 
in 1958.

After two years in the Army, he was 
admitted to the state bar in 1961 
and opened a private law practice 
in Brooklyn. He worked mostly on 
negligence cases.

Aware of the city’s shortage of 
track facilities for the young, and 
particularly concerned about limited 
girls’ participation in intramural and 
interscholastic sports activities, Mr. 
Thompson followed his aunt’s advice to 
become involved. He became a civilian 
volunteer with the Police Athletic League 
and then founded the Atoms Track Club. 
Soon he had dozens of members.

A decade later, in 1972, the landmark 
federal legislation known as Title IX, 
which banned sex discrimination in any 
educational program receiving federal 
funds, became law. It was the beginning 
of change for female athletes.  

Fred, who handled legal cases for ABC-
TV, the Federal Trade Commission and 
Madison Square Garden and was an 
assistant state’s attorney general from 
1967 to 1969, gave up his law practice in 
1974, when he became the full-time paid 
director of the Colgate Women’s Games. 
Sponsored by Colgate-Palmolive, the 
games have been a huge, complex 
operation, often attracting as many as 
20,000 competitors of all ages.

He remained the coach of the Atoms 
until after the turn of the century, when 
its membership began to dwindle, and 
directed the Colgate Women’s Games 
for 40 years until his retirement in 2014.

Fred, whose brother died some years 
ago, leaves no immediate survivors. He 
had Alzheimer’s disease in recent years 
but remained at his home in Brooklyn, 
cared for by Ms. Lorna Forde, one of his 
best and most devoted former runners. 
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ALUMNI IN MEMORIAM (continued)



FACEBOOK: 
United States Olympians and Paralympians 

1,133 members

LINKED IN: 
United States Olympians and Paralympians 

(364 members)

Olympic and Paralympic Alumni 

(12,876 members international)

CONNECT WITH LA 2028: 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-

0HoUCfNT_13tkuxvtdnyA

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/

la2028Games/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/LA2028

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/la2028/

RECONNECT WITH YOUR 
FELLOW TEAMMATES 

OFFICIAL USOPA SOCIAL NETWORK: 
www.athletenetwork.com/usopa

KEEP IN TOUCH

PRESIDENT 

Dick Fosbury  (Track & Field, 1968)
Contact: rfosbury68@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENTS

Allison Baver (Speed Skating, 2002, 2006, 2010)
Contact: allison@allisonbaver.com

Carol Brown (Rowing, 1976, 1980, 1984)
Contact: carolpb@msn.com

Candace Cable (Paralympic Track and Field; 1980, 
1988, 1992, 1996/Alpine Skiing; 1992/Nordic 
Skiing; 1994, 1998, 2002, 2006)
Contact: candace@candacecable.com

Anne Warner Cribbs (Swimming, 1960)
Contact: acribbs@basoc.org

Caryn Davies (Rowing, 2004, 2008, 2012)
Contact: caryn.davies@gmail.com
   

Carol Lewis (Track & Field, 1980, 1984, 1988)
Contact: misscarol63@gmail.com  

Iris T. Zimmermann (Fencing, 2000)
Contact: zimmermann.iris@gmail.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Gary Hall, Sr. (Swimming, 1968, 1972, 1976) 
Contact: garyhallsr@mac.com

PAST PRESIDENTS

Willie Banks (Track & Field, 1980, 1984, 1988)
Contact: bankshw@hotmail.com

John Naber (Swimming, 1976)
Contact: john@johnnaber.com

Bill Toomey (Track & Field, 1968)
Contact: williamtoomey@gmail.com

U.S. OLYMPIANS & PARALYMPIANS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2017-2020

Join our private groups on Facebook and Linked In to stay connected.

OFFICIAL TEAM USA NETWORK:
www.teamusa.org/Team-USA-Athlete-Services/Alumni
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OLYMPIAN & PARALYMPIAN
PHOTO Highlights

1. In celebration of Black History Month, the Global Sport 
Institute at Arizona State University presented a special 
screening and discussion of “The Renaissance Period of the 
African in Sports”, a film that highlights the achievements of 
nine African-American athletes that competed in the Berlin 
1936 Olympic Games. The panel included track and field 
Olympians Herb Douglas (1948) and Harrison Dillard (1948 
and 1952). Also pictured are, Kenneth Shropshire, CEO of the 
Global Sport Institute, Victoria Jackson, PhD, Sports Historian 
& Lecturer at School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious 
Studies at Arizona State University and Bob Lott, film Co-
producer.

2. Bob Beamon, the world’s greatest long jumper and U.S. 
Olympic Hall of Fame member, was the special guest at an all-
star cast for the Colorado Springs Sports Corp’s Salute to the 
U.S. Olympic Family Luncheon on March 20 at The DoubleTree 
by Hilton. On a magical day at the Mexico City 1968 Olympic 
Games, Beamon proved that humans could fly when he 
broke Jesse Owens’ world long jump record on track & field’s 
grandest stage. In honor of Olympic City USA a fantastic group 
of panelists entertained the guests during the luncheon. 

They were: LtoR: Melanie Margalis (swimming, 2016), Allysa 
Seely (Paratriathlon, 2016), Adeline Gray (wrestling, 2016), J’den 
Cox (wrestling, 2016), Luncheon MC: Mike Moran, Bob Beamon 
(track & field, 1968), Sarah Hildebrandt (wrestling hopeful, 
2020), Naomi Graham (boxing hopeful, 2020), Troy Isley (boxing 
hopeful, 2020). Photo credit: Ford McClave

1

2
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To report a concern: 
(720) 531-0340
safesport.org/report-a-concern
24/7 Helpline: 
1 (866) 200-0796
 
Education, Prevention and Outreach 

The Center offers a variety of online 
training courses  safesport.org/training
SafeSport trainings completed since 
opening March 2017 – over 570,000

New Resources 

•      In-person training is also available
•      Free parent and youth resources 
available at safesport.org/resources 

Response and Resolution Update
•	 Received over 2,389 reports
•	 Issued 402 decisions resulting in 

violation of the SafeSport Code 
resulting in ineligibility to participate in 
sport 

Centralized Disciplinary Database for the 
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Movements 
now includes all records from the U.S. 
Center for SafeSport from March of 
2017 onward, as well as known historical 
disciplinary records received from and 
certified by the National Governing Bodies 
(NGBs) concerning individuals who have 
been sanctioned and rendered ineligible 
for sexual misconduct offenses. For more 
information, click here.

https://safesport.org/resources.org

How to contact the Center:

HELP THE OORF WHENEVER YOU BUY 

SOMETHING ON AMAZON.COMOORF

Amazon.com has created a program called “Amazon Smile” 

where they (not you) will donate 1/2 of 1% of the value of your 

purchases on non-exempt items to a registered Non-Profit 

charity of your choice.  The Olympians for Olympians Relief 

Fund (OORF) has been accepted as a registered charity, and 

is now receiving donations.  When you are inside your Amazon 

account, search for “Amazon Smile” and follow the directions 

to select the Olympians for Olympians Relief Fund as your 

designated charity.  If you do any buying on Amazon, why not 

direct a small portion of your purchase to the OORF?   It won’t 

cost you a penny, and it will benefit one of your Olympian or 

Paralympian brothers or sisters.  



w w w. t e a m u s a . o r g

Alabama Olympians & Paralympians
President: Jennifer Chandler Stevenson (diving, 1976)
(205) 313-7436

Arizona Olympians & Paralympians
President: Misty Hyman (swimming, 2000)
(650) 248-6359

Austin-San Antonio Olympians & Paralympians 
President: Randy Lipscher (field hockey, 1984)
(512) 699-0962

Colorado Olympians & Paralympians
President: Michelle Dusserre Farrell  (gymnastics, 1984)
(719) 330-4030

Dallas/Fort Worth Olympians & Paralympians
President: Sammy Walker (weightlifting, 1976) 
(469) 955-3158

Florida Olympians & Paralympians
President: Carrie Zimmerman (gymnastics, 1976)
(850) 212-7846

Georgia Olympians & Paralympians
TBD (elections pending)

Hawaii Olympians & Paralympians
President: Brent Berk  (swimming, 1968) 
(808) 395-0600

Houston Olympians & Paralympians
President: Jacqueline Washington (track & field, 1984) 
(832) 488-8573

Idaho Olympians & Paralympians
President: Dick Fosbury (track & field, 1968) 
(208) 720-2352

Indiana Olympians & Paralympians
President: Ollan Cassell (track & field, 1964)  
(317) 253-1162

Louisiana Olympians & Paralympians
President: Hollis Conway (track & field, 1988, 1992)
(318) 237-2382

Michigan Olympians & Paralympians
President: Gary F. Morgan (track & field, 1988)
(248) 396-4936

Midwest Olympians & Paralympians
President: Diane Simpson (rhythmic gymnastics, 1988) 
(847) 452-7843

Minnesota Olympians & Paralympians
President: Katrina Radke (swimming, 1988)
(651) 335-3647

Missouri/Illinois Olympians & Paralympians
President: John Carenza (soccer, 1972) 
(314) 662-4990

National Capital Area Olympians & Paralympians
President: Arlene Limas (taekwondo, 1988) 
(540) 720-1988

Nevada Olympians & Paralympians
President: Dean Willeford (water polo, 1968)
(775) 827-1775

New England Area Olympians & Paralympians
President: Sharon Ann Jewell  (taekwondo, 1988) 
(404) 668-7896

New Mexico Olympians & Paralympians
President: Trish K. Porter Topmiller (track & field, 1988)
(505) 459-9732

Northern California Olympians & Paralympians
President: Julia Nichols (rowing, 2012)
(925) 577-7638

NY, NJ, CT Olympians & Paralympians
President: Craig Gilbert (team handball, 1984)
(973) 975-2807

Oklahoma Olympians & Paralympians
President: Josh C. Davis (swimming, 1996, 2000)
(210) 889-7667

Oregon Olympians & Paralympians
President: John McArdle (track & field, 1980)
(541) 917-4210

San Diego Olympians & Paralympians
President: Erin Aldrich-Shean (track & field, 2000)
(214) 725-9926

Southern California Olympians & Paralympians
President: John Moffet (swimming, 1980, 1984) 
(310) 994-4647

Utah Olympians & Paralympians
President: Bill  A. Schuffenhauer (bobsled, 2002, 2006, 
2010) (385) 237-7037

Washington Olympians & Paralympians
President: Caroline Holmes (gymnastics, 1968) 
(206) 246-2934

Western PA-OH-WV Olympians & Paralympians
TBD (elections pending)

No chapter in your area?  
Interested in starting a chapter?  
Contact the U.S. Olympians & Paralympians 
Association office for details at: (800) 717-7555

UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

USOC CHAIRMAN
Susanne Lyons

Anita L. DeFrantz (Rowing, 1976, 1980)
Kikkan Randall (Cross Country Skiing, 2002, 2006, 2010, 
2014, 2018)
Robert Bach
Rich Bender
Cheri Blauwet (Para Track & Field, 2000, 2004, 2008)
Beth Brooke-Marciniak
Daniel Doctoroff
Bill Marolt (Alpine Skiing, 1964)
Steve Mesler (Bobsled, 2002, 2006, 2010)
Whitney Ping (Table Tennis, 2004)
Brad Snyder (Para Swimming, 2012, 2016)
Kevin White
Robert L. Wood
Sarah Hirshland

USOC CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Sarah Hirshland

EDITORIAL STAFF

SENIOR EDITOR
Cynthia E. Stinger (team handball, 1984, 1988, 1992)

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Christine Taylor

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR
O’Shea Design

Photos by: Getty Images, USOC Archives, Duomo, 
Crawford Family U.S. Olympic Archives, USOC, AP 
and other sources

U.S. OLYMPIANS & PARALYMPIANS CHAPTERS

OORF

OLYMPIANS FOR 
OLYMPIANS RELIEF FUND

OORF - 501c3
Learn more at:
www.oorf.org
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